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and promote the decaying Love of Chriſt 
ia the hearts of Chriſtians, 


] Wi thaneLPPENDIR, concerning Chriſt | 
+," Mazifeſtaticnoſbimſclite themthas 

'f fp love him, 

LE « Cora16,22, Link man love not the Lord Feſua Ghrift, leh _ 
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To the Reader, 


; Ur Saviour. ſent an Epifils from heaven to 1he- 
Church of Epheſus, wherein be reprovethber bes 
cauſe be had left ber firſt love, and threatneth the 
*.—. Removal of her Candleſtick, that be would rake 
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whatever their nationgl ator z the former hooking - 
wponit as but a fancy , the latter baving it only an the | 
= "wi and fd) "hoſe Clrifitams 2obo. love . 
Chrift infincerity , there are ſo fow that know . what it 
to.Þye Chrift with fervour and ardency: mnoben there ſo 
General a decay of Love to Chrift-inthe Landy Lord what 
is like to become. of England ? Have we not provoked the 
"3 rd to jake awoey aur andleflick., hr > hi worſehan 
[ ian darkneſrto over us again, cover our Light. 
beedfe is tinedk ith ſuch cold beams , becauſe the light of 
knowledge in the bead is accompanied with ſo little warmth 
of Love to Chriſt in th; heart s of moſl Chriſtians? Every one 
| -will fetch 7yater $9 quench fire in a general conflagration;and 
Surely there is need in a day of ſuch general decay of Love 20 
. Chrii7,vhat ſome ſhould fetch fire fire from heaven, & uſe beI- 
' lowtoo, Argumeens ] mear., to enkindle and blow up the 
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ark be Fe Ji. obckſeemn fo Fedde laphe; 3 Rea. 
pw oackey jw c -the true Chriftians = 
Love. ofthe unſeen Chrift,: is not finely ſhin, endcuriouſly 
T00ven with nearneſſes of wit and language ; it is not flou- 
riſhed ard ſet of with variety of Metiphors, Hyperbolies, 
Rberorical Elegancies, or Poctical Fancies and frogmemtr,it 

is not adorned and fringed with the ſpeciow ſb of ma 
Marginal Quotationr ',  excerpred out 'of divers «Authors 
The di ifeourſe is plain , bar the «Author hath endeavoured that 
it might be warn, his deſign being more to advance bis Maſter 
than bimſelf in thy efcem: and 5f be hav? leſs of thy praiſe , þ 
bic'Dord Pn have more of thy love , bir row ex endis attained, 
Tbe chit f pire of of this diſeourſt concerni the love of Chrift 
i! » pphicktion, and about two thirdr of it Exhintation (ubers. 


beP pimerilly i If hichwſn a age nh mee of excitation 
AR CALIILY aohert th baft vhriet) | ro! 


nts and 
mAAitertoflir up and provoke unto cbs: 
wth divers yh ro to grain = 
0s: of it, and" "bbF23n "rhe firen 


evidence it fol, Tu is alſo DOE ded } f 
flrthey evieour with the lovt's , ek [4 
Criſto nidi el fr Ars 2 rp ji bind, '..T; 
oe wh Py pra Bicep, nothin in po i al, not only. 

a Ny Hon werba ed e the 
pray nr buive to ove, 5s Ten zoill 
ths 1-811. 3.105 ts 1: ſlians none birt urks,, 1 { 
afi#Þ Devils" are" 0 ain i, The thi tel Bog ot 
may be b1ffe 3 by the #10 be a means 1 
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THE: 


TRUE CHRISTIANS LOVE 
wn 
The UNSEEN CHRIST: 


I Pet. 1. 8. 


V Hom having not Sees, ye Love , mwhomn, 
. V VY though now yeſcehimnot, yet Bilieving , 
| J* Repoyce with Foy unſpeakable, and full 
© of Glory. + of. 


eto Chriſt, we may 

have the Name of Chriſtians,” but we are wholly with- 
outthe Nature ;' we may have the Form of Godlitels , 
, but are wholly without the Power, Give. is thine 


Heart, isthelanguage of God to all the jldreb . of 
| Men, Prov,23.z6, And Give me thy ey is the lars 
; guage of Chriſt unto all his Diſciples,, _, 
| kioweththe command and idfluenge wt b 
' Lovetobimy, inthe Truth and Strenpth | 6t it, Dh: , 
_ , } Howitwillengage allthe other Aﬀe&ions of his Tits 
| A 3 Wit 


2. e true (hriſtians Love, 
ciples for Him ; that iEhebave their Love, their De» 


Gres will be chiefly after Him: vheir Delights will be - 


cbiefly jn bing , their Hopes and Expe@ations will be 


cbiefly from Him, their Hatred, Fear,Griet, Anger, will , 


be carried forth'chiefly unto Sin , as it is offentive unto 


Him, Heknowsthat Leve will engage and employ, - 


for him all the Powers and Faculties of their Souls ; 


their Thoughts will be brought into Captivity and O- -, - 


bedience unto Him : their Underſtandings will be em- 
loyedin ſeeking and finding out his Trutbs ; - their 
Chomoztes will be R acles to retain they: their 
Conſcience will be ready to accuſe and excuſe as his 
faithfull Depyties 2 their Wills will chooſe and refuſe 
according to his Direction and revealed pleaſure. All 
their Senſes andthe Members of theic Bodies, will be 
his Servants: their eyes will ſee for bim, their ears will 
hear for him, their rongues - will ſpeak for him, their 
bands will work for him, their fees will walk for him : 
Alltheic gifts and talents will be at his devotion and 
Tervice. Ifhe have their Loye, they will be ready to 
do farbim whathe requiretb; they will be ready to 
ſuffer for him, whatever he callechthem unto; If they 
have much Loveto him, they will not think much of 
denying themſelyes ; taking up his croſs and following 
him wherever he leadeth them, love to Chriſt then 
being ſoeffential untotrue Chriſtianity, ſo earneſtly 
laoked far by our Lord and Maſter, ſo powerfully 
commauding in the ſoul and over the whole Man , fo 
great iofluential on duty ; I have made choice of this 
bje of Love #0 Chriſt , totreat on: and my chief 
orherein ſhall be to excite and provoke Chri- 
ſans unto the lively & vigorous exerciſe ofthis Grace 
of Lore unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſtz of which incen- 
tives, thereis a great and uniyerſal need, s 
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| The Epiſtle wherein'my Text 


to the uh ſees Criſt. __ $ 
y Textlyeth j; was written by 
Perer the Apoſile of the Girreamcifion ,- andis direted 
to the Strangers ſcattered throughout Pomus,” Galaria, 
Cappadocia, Afias and Bitbynia, as inthe ticlt verſy, of 
this Chapter, By theſe Stravgers we are 'to under- 
ſtand the ſcattered Fewor, whe were Strangers in theſe 
ſeveral countries where they didinhabit, Weread in 


- | thezdofthe 42s thattbere came up many of theſa 


| Few, from theſe and othet countries ; unto Feruſalen | 


to Worſhip,/ and (in the temple - bearing the A 
ſpeak with divers tongues, which were of uſe inthe di- 
vers places where they did live , and that without in« 
firation from Man , but as the Spitit yore them utte« 
rance: they were amazed and confounded: 5nd afters 
ward hearing Petey preach, through the wonderful} 


power of the Spirit, three thouſand of them were con- 


verted by one Sermon unto the Chriſtian Faith, and ad: 
ded tothe Chriftian Church. When the Feaſt of Pen- 


- .tecolſt wasover, theſe converted Ferre returned into 


their countries where their ſeveral dwellings » Families 
and callings were : whbich- ecuntries being heathenish 
and idolatrous, no doubt but there they met with Op- 
poſition and ſufferiug upon the accaunt of the Chri- 
flian Religion, which they became zealous Profeſſors 
of , belides whatthey endured from their wn coun- 
treymen, on unconverted Few who hated Chriſtianity 


* more than the heathens did. The Apoſtle doth ſeem 


to have a reſpe& unto theſe -in this Epiſtle, where- 
in hedoth encourage them ander their ſufferings 
for the ſake of Chriſt by many confolatory Arguments, 
In the 2d verſ? be wiſhed that Grace and Peace might 
be multiplyed in them and towards them, and then 


. though their ſafferings did abound, their confolations 


would aboend much more. In the 3d 4th and 5th verfe 
4 YHz 


opal: Ghar - —<IGL 
the! "gnto a rely Hope” of the glorious 
fading - heavenly inberitapce which wasre- 
Gedsipfinite Grace, ard unto 


yagectened and kept . through Faith by 


Gedsii .Intbe 6th and Tth voor: he 
== " —- they wergn beavineſs. ttirough 
Lb treat which ate che 


; thatthe truth ofit might appear both fo 
mw , and that the work of it might 
Ow uch more preciousthan Gold - when it is 
eryed ark Laget ice, which carcying them. thorow their 
putbe found both cotheir. own praiſe and 
erara' Jan our, at the appearing of Jeſus Chrilt : 
and then the Apofile doth take occafion in the text to 
ſpeak oftheic Love which they did bear unto this Jeſus 
Chciſt,and of that unſpeakable and glorious joy, which: 
doth reſult from-believing.in bim-although they had no - 
Gght of him, whichnotrouble or affliction could over- 
whelm or hinder, Whom having not ſgen ye love , in whom 
#hough now ye ſee him not, yer believing ye oe: with bo y un- 
Speokable and full of Glory. 
Hence obſerve ; 
Do&.r, That it the Property and duty of true Cnifion 
| #0 Love Teſus Chriit whom they have never ſecch; ' Whors 
baving not ſeen ye Love, 
DoR, 2, Thar zrue Chriftians do Believe i in an aye G ge 


_ 


to the unſeen Chriſt, © 'F= 

. Yanchom though now ye ſee Him not, yet believing,” ©) 

.DoR:3, That rrue Chriftians do or may rejoyce in Believing 
with unſpeakable and glorious joy; 1n cobom, though now 
Je ſee him not, yet Beligving ye rejoice with joy unſpeakable 
and full of Glory, - | ; 

- Here are three preat points to be treated of. 1, Can- 
cerning the Love of Chciftians unto Chrift, 2. Concerns 
 ing'the faith of Chriſtians in Chriſt, 3. Concerningthe 
' Joy of Chriſtians in Believing, For the preſent '1thall. 
{peak only ofthe Love of Chriſtians unto Chrift under 
the firſt DoQtine, the other two I may have opportus 
' nity totreat of afterwards, 


SECTION I, 


Dog, 6 tf Hat it is the Property and duty of true Chrio 
ftians to love the Lord Feſus Chrift, Twhom they 
have never ſcen, | v1 | 
+ To handling of this point I ſhall ſpeak, x. Concerning 
true Chriitians who do love Jeſus Chritt. 2. Concerning 
Jzſus Chriſt whom they have never ſeen , the Obje& ot 
their Love. 3, Concerning the Love which they bare | 
unto this unſeen Chriſt, 4. Sbew that itis the Property 
of trge Chriſtians to Love Jeſus Chriſt whom they have 
never ſeen. 5. That it is their Duty to love him. 6. How * 
they. ought tolove Him, 7, Why they dolove him 
where 1 ſhall give the reaſons of the point, 8. Make 
ſome Uſeand Application, L 
-r. Concerving true Chriſtians whoſe property it is 
to love Jeſus Chriſt whom they have never ſeet, wwhow 
baving net ſeen yee love, ye love, thatis, ye who are true 
Cirittians, whoare(o inreality as well. as profesfion, 
and of theſe ttye Chriſtians that dolove Chriſt, the A- 
poltle doth give a deſcription in the 2d, ver. where he 
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| bh: true Chriſtians Love , 
calls them, Z!:& according tothe forcknowledge of God , 
the Father, through Sanfification of the Spirit- untq obe- 
dience,” and ſprinkling of the blood of Feſus Chrift, True 
Chriſtians are Ele& accordingtotheforeknowledge 
cf God the Father , they are ſuch whom God according 
tothe Councel of bis own will, accarding to bis own 
purpoſeand grace, did chooſe from all eternity tobe a 
boly and peculiar people to himſelf, to glorifie him here 
on Earth, and thatthey might be glorifyed by him 
bereaſterin heaven, Andthis eleion dothevidence it 
ſelf in the ſanRification ofthe Spirit , true Chriſtians ace 
fandtified being ſeparated and ſet apart from the reſt of 
the world, far Gods uſe aud ſervice: God hath ſealed 
them for himſelf , and hereby diſtinguiſhed them from 
all others, the Motto of which ſeal is this, HoJine/7 unto 
the Lord,See a deſcription of them in this reſpeR,z Tim, 
2, 21.1f any man purge bimſelf from theſe, he ſhall be a veſſel 
unto Honour , ſanBRifyed and mect forthe Maſters uſd, and 
prepared wnto every goodwwork: they are parged fram 
thedefilement of lin , which doth pollute and diſhonor 
them, they are refſcls unto honour, ike thoſe of Silver 
and Gold ina great houſe, which ace adorned with 
pearls and precious ones 3 they are adorned with all 
ſanQifying graces , which are of more worth than the 
richeſt Jewels; and hereby they are both beautiful in 
Gods eye, and they are. made meet for Gods uſe , 
being hereby prepared and enabled untoevery good 
work, This the Apoſtle prays tor in the behalf of the 
Theſſalonians, 1 Theſſ,g, 23z «Andthe very God of peace 
fanBifie you wrholly, and I pray God your whole Spirit, and 
Soul, and Body be preſerved blameleſſ: untothe coming of 
or Lord Feſw Chriſt, True Chiiltians are ſanRifyed 
wholly, intheir whole man, though they be not ſans 
Aified thorowly : they ace fanRifed inevery part, 
' chongh 
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to the unſeen 11 W - :* 
' though they be not ſanified inthe higheſt degree, | 
* Their whole Spirit is ſanified that is the bigher facul - 


ties of the ſoul, namely the underitanding and the will : 
their underſtandings are enlightned by the Spirit unto # 
ſpiritual diſcerning both of good andevil, beyond what 
any natural man doth or can attain unto ;.their wills are 
bowed, or rather reified, and made ſtraight, being ens 
clined unto God and his Law. Their Sogls are ſanQi- 
fied in the inferiour faculties » in all the affe&ious bes 
longing both to the concupiſcible and irraſcible appee 
tite ; their liking affeRions of love , deſire, ,delight aud 
bope aretowards God and Chriſt and things above? 
their difliking affeQions of hatred, fear, grietand anger 
are towards fin. Their bodies allo are ſanRifyed bein 
made members of Chriſt,and infiraments of Righteout- 
neſs ; theireyes, ears, tongues, hands, feer and every 
part beingdevoted to God and madeuſeof for bis 
glory z Thus true Chriſtians are ſan&ified by the ſpicit. 
And they are ſan&ified unto obedience, . the graces 
which are wrought by the ſpiritin their hearts > do ap- 
pear inthe obedience of their livesz thecourſe of their 
livesis a courſe of obedience unto the laws of Chriſt ; 
they are ſana1ihed unto obedience and they are ſan&i- 
fied unto ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt z God 
hath ſet them apart to be ſprinkled with the blood of 
the immaculate Lamb , who takes away fin  thatthey 
might be pardoned and ſaved, ſuch are trye Chriſtians 
who loye Chriſt whom they have not een, 


_ _— 


SECTION II. 


Secondly Oncecning the obje& of eye Chriſtians 
dLove, and thatis Jeſus Chrift whom 


xhey 


l 


| 


,and Stephen the Proto-Martyr before he died; but none 
have had a perfeR (fight with bodily eyes of the Glory 


-) ” 


$ "The true (hniſtians Love, 
chey have never ſeen, This Jeſas Chriſt whom they 
loveis the eternal Son of God , the ſecond Perſon in 
the gloriouy Trinity, who in time aſſumed our Hamane 
Nature, — himſelf with our mortal Fleſhylived like 
a ſervant id a'mean condition,died like a malefaor the 
carſed D2xth'of the croſs, and all for our fakes, for our 
lins,-roſe-*qpain'the third day for our Juſtification, aſ- 
cended pinto heaven after fourty days , and there is 
ferdownatthe right hand of the throne ofthe Majeſty 
onhigh, to take interceſſion for us,and to make prepa- 
ratianthere for ourreception , into the glorious Mans 
fiotisandeternal Habitations, which are in the Fatbers 
houſe, He'is called Jeſus from the Hebrew word 
JASCHA, 'which Ggnifieth 0 ſave becauſe be ſaverh his 


|  frophe from thiir fins, Marth 1. 21, Heis called Chriſt 


fromthg Greek word xpio which Ggnifieth , z0 ancunt » 
he being anginted by the Father with the Spirit and 
with Power, to be Mediator between God and Man,to 
be the great Prophet, and Prieſt,and King,of theChurch 


| This Jeſus Chriſt Chriſtians have not ſeen with the eye 


of ſen{e ; indeed ſome Chriſtians in the primitive times z 
as the Apoſtles who were of his family and other diſs 
ciples who canverſed with him frequently,did ſeeChriſt 
with the eye.of ſenſe, but it was in his ſtate of Humilia- 
tion, when he was here upon the Earth , not in his ſtate 
of Exaltation, now he is in Heaven; yet ſome have ſeen 
Chriſt aftef bis Aſcenſion,naimely Pau)at his converſion 


which is upon Chriſfts body , the luſtre of whichis fo 


|  greatthat none can behold it in this ſtate of weakneſs 


and imper{e&ion, and live. But whatever fight ſome 
Chriſtians have had formerly, no Chriſtians now have a 


Gebt of Chrifts Perſon ; they have heard of him pak 
- the 


tothe unſeen (hr:ſt. = '9 
the bearing of the Ear, but they have not ſeen him with, , 
the ſeeing afthe Eye; they have ſeen Repreſentations 
of Chriſt in the Sacrament, but they have never ſeen .. 
his Perſon that is repreſented ; they have ſeen bisImage 
upon their FelloweChriſtians, but they have not ſeen 
the n_ from whom this Image bath been drawn. 
Some Chriſtians have been in Jud, and ſeen the place 
where the Lord lived z and at Feruſalem and ſeen the 


place where the Lord dyed ; and vilited the place of 


- - his Sepulchre wherethe Lord for a time didlye: and 


they haveſeen the Mount whence the Lord aſcended ; 
but og Chriſtians now alive bave been in Feruſakm , and 
on Mount Sir, which is above , toſce wherethe Lord 
now is in bis Glory, Itis this Jeſus Chriſt whom Chris 
fians have not ſeen, that is the ObjeR of their Love, 
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SECTION Il. 


Thigdly, "NOncerning the Love which true Chris 

4 7: ftians do bear unto this unſeen, Chriſt; 
Love.is the going ſocth. of the heart. untothe Obje& 
beloved;. andthe Love which true Chriſtians do bear 
unta, Jeſus Chcift, isa Grace wrought by the Spiritin 


_ their hearts, wheceby upoo diſcqvery and believing . 


Apprehenſions of Chriſts infinite lovelineſs and excels 
lency, bis matchleſs Love,Grace ar Mercy:their hearts 


do go forth towardshim — deſires ' after union 


* tohim, and communion with him, wherein they take 


chief-cawplacency ; and this accompanied with a yeild- 
ivg and dedication of themſelves unto biswill &ſervice 
s; The Love of Chriflians unto Chriſt, s a Grace wrought 

im their bearts by the Spirit. Itis a lower moſt ſweet and 
fragrant, butthereis no ſeedof it in the nature of any 
Wat 
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x0 The t#e Chriſtians Love , 
+ Man fince the Fall, it is planted in the (oal by the Spi- 
ritof God, Love to. Chriſt is a Divine ſpark,that comes 
downfrom above:a fire which is kindled bythe breath 
' ofthe Lord, whofe Eſſence is Love, ©, 
' 2. The Ground of thu Lore to Chriſt, is the diſcovery and 
believing apprehenfions of Chriſts Jov:lineſſe ' and Lot?. 
There muſt be fi:{t a diſcovery of Chriſt as a furable 
Obje& tor Love, and not a bare Notion of this,bat be- 
lieviog apprehenſions of it , that Chrift. is infinitely 
lovely, ſuperlatively excellent: and thathislove is 
matchleis and tranſcendent towards the Children of 
Men , that there is a treaſury in him, and a Storehouſe 
of all graces, and the moſt needfull and ich ſupplies : 
otherwiſe there will be no going forth of the heart in 
loveunto him. I | 
3- The ARings of Chriſtians love to Clriſs., is intheir 
F749 after wnion Unto, and Communion Tith Chriſt, It 
is the Nature of love to deſire Union to the Obje@ be- 
loved; eſpecially of this loye to Chriſt: and this Union 
being attained, the defires are after commuſion' with 
Chrift, converſe and fellowſhip with kim : o6 converſe 
is ſo deſirable as with the Perfons whom we moſt dear- 
ly love: and this communion being attained; there 
is chief complacency therein, the Soul doth ſweetly reſt 
and repoſe it ſelfin Chriſt, and rejoycethimhis preſence 
andlove, | 
4. The Concomitant of this Love Thich true Chriſtians 
bave umo Chriſt, is a yielding and dedication of themſelves y 
uno his will and ſervice. Lovers do give themſelves unto 
thoſe whomthey love: this accompanieth the Mar- 
riage-Union? and fuch as love Chriſt, they are eſpouls 
edand joyned unto Chriſt: and they give themlelves 
unto Chriſt to be his, and wholly at his diſpoſe, as the 
Wife piveth her ſelf untothe diſpoſe of her Husband, 


$e>, 


tothe unſeen Chriſt, + 
wl S'ECTFON 1v.. *t 
Fourtbly, 8 queth thing is to ſhew, that it is the 
lb: $1.4; Property of all trye Chriſtians, to love 
this unſeen Choiſt True.Chriftians are differenced and 
diſtinguiſhed, not. ooly from all Heat hens and Infidels, 
but alſo from all bace Nomioall Chriſtians, by their 
Love to Jeſus Chrift, It is the property of covetgus 
Perſons to love worldly Wealth and Riches : ltisthe 
Property of ambitious Perſons, to love worldly ho» 
Nour and dignities: Itis the Property of voluptuous 
Perſons, to love ſenſual pleaſures and delights: 'And 
it is the ty of true Chriſtians to love JeſusChriſt 
whemthey have never ſeer, None, but fuch asace 
true Chriſtians do love Chcift , and all thoſe that are 
true Chriſtiansdo love bim, The leyelineſs of Chriſt 
doth appear net to the eye of ſenſe, butto the eye of 
Faith: ehey that donot ſee him withtliis eye,they cans | 
notlove bim; and they that do fee bim with this eye , 
they cannet chooſe but love him, Such as do not love 
Chriſt, itis not. becauſe Chriſt wants beauty , batbes 
cauſethey are blind, Now all true Chriſtians havethis 
eyegf Faith, to diſcern Chriſts Excellencies; and none 
buterue jans bave this eye: the efſence of Chris 
ſanity doth conſiſt in believing; Reaſon makes us 
Men,but Faith makes us true Chriſtians.It being there- 
fore theproperty oftrue Chriſtians co believe, it is 
their property alſato love this Unſeen Chriſc, 


It 
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SECTION V, 


Fifthly, He Fifth thing is to ſhew , thatitis the 
Duty of all true Chriſtiars to love 
this unſeen Chriſt. This will appear if you look into 


obn 


T2 Thetrue Chuſtians Love, "7M 
Fobn 21.1516, 17, Pofer was one of the boldeſt and for- 
wardeſt of all Chriſts diſciples, but he had beey withal - 

too ſelf-confident, which was theintrodu&ion untoand 
laid the foundation for his fall &ehrice ſhameful denial 
of his Maſter: alook from bis Lord put hich itrremetn- 
bratice,and brought him toRepentatice with bitter 
weeping for his ſin ſo ſoon as it wSeorhimitted, \ Aﬀtec 
our Saviour was riſen from the dead; he appears unto 
Petey with other © of his diſciples ' and in this place 'be 
ssketh the ſame queſtion in the ſame words three titnes, 
Siimoit Sou of Fonas love thou me 7 Whereby as he doth * 
ma Damp him for his great fin in his three times 'de- 
hyal6fhim (which bad there not been a defe&' inhis 
tore; he wouldnever have done): fo he doth alſo ive 
2Ngnification'thatlaveto himſelfis the great duty, -and 
theptent thing which he doth lookfar in all his difciples 
v4 AME, erurdr | 2 
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__ 6th-thing is to ſhew how Chriſtians ought to 
A. lavethisadfeen Chriſt, '* 2) 


- - 2, {Chriſtians' /6ught to love Chcilt with incerity of 
Love 4 £ph.6,244;Grace be Tvith altthem that love var'Lord 
Tofu Chriit inſiqcerity.” It was: the Go of Faxdab , 
Fer. 3.10, | That sbe turned not tate Lord with bes rrafole 

bear, but ſeignedly: ſoit is a great fin tolove Cheiit with 
a feigned and hypoccitical love ; [the {ve of Chriſtians 
co Chriſt cught to be lincere in regard of the babit and 
inward workings of it, they.myſtlgve him not only in 
ſhow,word,and outward profesfion, but their love mult 
be cordial in the heart and fo a loveandeed and intruth: 

-and the love of Chriſtians to Chriſt muſt be fncece in 
regacd of the obje@ of it, they mult love ——_— 

ms 
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himſelf and not chiefly for what they get by himz 'tg 


# love Chriſt only for temporal pain is hypocritical love, | 
* tolove Chriſt chiefly for other gain is not fo ſpiritual , 


but to love Chriſt for his own excellencies and pertes 
&ions is moR lincere and generous, this lincerity of love 
to Chriſt is every ones duty, 

z, Chriſtians ought tolove Chriſt with ſupremacy of 
love, they muſt place him in the higheſt ſeat of their 
bearts3 he is a great King,and he looks for the Throne, 
and that all creatures ſhould be placed beneath him,and 


* flandathis Footſtool : Matth,10,39, He that loverh Fa- 


ther or Mother more than mee, # not worthy of meg he that 


' Iovweth Son or Daughter more than me , # not worthy of Me. 


They are the words of our Saviour : Chriſtians may 
love Father and Mother, che Law of God and Nature 


 dothrequire it: they may love Husband and Wife, the 


Word of God enjoyneth the Husband talove his Wife 
as his own Body, and as Chriſt loved the Church; 
they may love Sons, Daughters, Brethren, Siſters , 
Kindred, Friends, yea Enemies, and they ought to do 
itz yet all muſt be wich aſabordinate love, but they 
muſt love Chriſt with their chief love : otherwiſe they 
are not worthy to ſtand in the Relation of Diſciples. 

3- Chriſtians oughtto love Chrift with ardency of 
Love: Luk. 24, z 2. «4nd they ſuid one to another did not our 
hearts burn within us, while hetalked with us by the Way 1 
andwwhile he opened to us the Scriptures > This burning 
love Chriſt enkindled in the heart of his Diſciptes , and 
this burning love Chriſt requireth of all Chriſtians 3 
Cant. $, 6,7, Love u flrong as Death, the coals thereof are 
coals of Fire which hath a vehement Flame. Many Waters 
cannot quench Love, neither can the Flogds drown is, Such 
a ſtrong vehement ardent flaming loveChriſtians ſhouJd 
have unto JeſusChriſt which all the waters of Afﬀi@ion 


B may 


14 _ Thetrae (C briftians Love, 
may not be able roquench , whichvo Flouds of Temp- 
tations or Perſecutions may be able to drown and 
overwhelm, Therefore 

4. Chriſtians ought to love Chriſt with conſtancy of 
Love, Having begun to love him, they ought to con- 
tinue to love him, and to love him unto the end: as they 
gughtto be conſtant in their Obedience, and to perſe- 
vere intheir other Graces : ſo they ought to be conſtant 
and to perſevere in this Grace of love to Chriſt. 


——————— 


SECTION VI, 


Seventhly, 2 ſeventh thing is to ſhew , why true 
Chriſtians do love Chritt , whom they 

bave never ſeen, 
Kea,r, True Chriſtians do love Chriſt becauſe of the ' 
need which they have of him, Men dolovetheir nes 
ceſſary food, without which their Bodies would ſtarve 
with hunger z Men do love their neceſſary rajment 
and babirations, without which in Winter Seaſons their 
; bodies would ſtarve with cold. Men dolove their ne- 

| ceffary Friends, upon whom (under God) they have 
| their dependance, and from whom they have all their 
ſubfiſtence: But no thing if the Worldzor friend in the 
World, is ſo needful tothe Body, as the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is unto the ſoul: and asthe excellencies of the 
ſoul, arefar beyond the Excellencies of the Body ; fo * 
the neceslities of the ſoul, are far beyond the neceslities 
ot the body : which necesſities can be anſwered by 
none but Jeſus Chri ; and therefore true Chriſtiars do 
love him. Atfirſt converſion when they were con- 
 vinced of fin, awakened out of their carnal ſecurity , 
O whatneed hat they, and did they ſee they bed 4 
| Chit, 


' - [ _ a 7 2 | =” ———— 4c 
_ —- — m—_ rw © EB ones "ah 


to the wnſeen (hiſt, 
_ Chriſt! they perceived themlelves to be loft, and that 

it was Chrilt oy that could fave them ; they felt the 
Wounds of conſcience, and 1t was Chriſt only chat 
could Healthem,, they feared the wrath of afinre= 
venging God, andit was Chriſt only that could deliver 
them, The Remiſlion, Reconciliation, andSalvation, 
which they had by Chriſt. did lay the firſt foundation 
of a moſt endeared love unto Chriſt z AndRtill they 
perceive a continual neex] of Chriſt , to procure daily 
pardon for them , and fo convey dayly ſupplyes of 
Grace unto them: They haveneed of Chriſt, when 
they are dark+to enlighten them 3 when they are dead 
toquicken them: when they are ſtreightned,to enlarge 
them ; when they are weak, to (trengthen chem z 
when they are ſad, to comfortthemz when they are 
tempted, toſuccoar them; when they are tallen, co 
raiſe them ; when they are in doubts, to reſolve them: 
when they are under fears, to encourage them ; when 
they (t4goer, to eſtabliſh them, when they wander, to 
reſtore them Chriſt, and none but Chriſt, can doall 
this, andmore than this for them, and therefore be- 
. cauſe of the need and uſefulneſs of Chriſt, true Chris» * 
ſtians do love him. 
| © Rea... True Chriſtians do love an unſeen Chriſt , be- 

cauſe of the lovelines of Chriſt; which lovelineſs 
though it benot and cannot here be ſeen by the eye of 
the body , yet it is evident unto the eye of faith : ſee 
the Deſcription which is given of Chriſt the Beloved, 
by bis ſpouſe the Church, Carr. 5.9, The Daughters of 
Ferhſalem there enquire of the love fick Spoufe , YVhar 
i thy B-loved more than another B:loved, O thou 
fairef? amonyft Women } hat is thy B:love&more than 
anoth:r B:loved » that thou dot ſo chargew ? Hereupon 
the Spouſe giveth a Deſcription”, ver,10. My "—_ 
| B 2 
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etrue (hriſtans Love, 
is bite and ruddly , the chiefe#t among tenthouſqnd ; and 
after ſhe had ſet forth his Graces, Beanties, and excel - 
lent accompliſhments, in Metaphors taken from beaus 
ties in the ſeveral parts of mans body , in the 1 1,12,1 3, 
and 14.ver/cr, - ſhe concludeth inthe 15 and 16,verſes, 
Hu Countenance © as Lebanon , excellent as the Ctdars, 
His Mouth is moſt ſexeet, yea he is altogeth:r lovely, This is 
my Beloved, and this is my Friend O Daughters of Ferus 


Jalem, The Spouſe is here acknowledged to be the 


faireſt amongſt Women, and not only by theDaughters 


.of Jeruſalem, but her beloved, who bad a more curious 


eye , doth both commend her lovelineſs and admire it : 
cb,6.415. Thou art beautiful 0 my Love as Tirzah, comely as 
Feruſakem : Turn away thine eyes from mt, for they have 
overcame me, and ver, tO, Who «this that looketh forth as 
the moxning, fair as the Moon, clear as the Sun, and terrible 
as an Army with Banners } But what beauty is there then 
in the Beloved ? ifthe Church be beautiful beyond all 
ather of the children of men, how beautiful iz Jeſus 
Chciſt from whom the Church doth derive all its come- 
lineſs 7 Heisfaid to be Mite and Ruddly , that ſhews the 
beauty of his Face; and hiscountenance is ſaid to be as 
Lebanon , and like the lofty Cedars thereof, that ſhews the 
Majeſty of bis Face, His mouth js ſaid, tg be moſt ſaver 3 
and {weet it is indeed, inrepatd.of the gracious words 
which proceed fromit: no Dodtine fo ſweet asChriſts 
Dottcive, no Precepts.{@ ſweet as Cbriſts Precepts, no 
Promiſes {o (weet as.Chriſts promiſes, But to ſum up 
all Excellencies and Perfe&ions in a word he is ſaid to 
be altogerber lonely, there is no Pecſon or Thing inthe 
World thatis moſt lovely, which can. properly be called 
Ron lovely : Many defets may befeund inthe 

& amiable perſons, and much ipſufficiency may be 
found inthe moſt deſirable things;z but Chriſt is altos 
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to the unſeen (riſe. 17 
gether lovely ; unlovely inno ceſpet, there being no 
Spot or Blemiſh,noDefe@ or ImperfeQion to befound 
in him: andhbeis lovely in every reſpe&,there is an ins 
comparable and tranſcendent amiableneſs in Chriſts 
perſon- in every regard, Inthe perſon of Chrilt the 
Humane Nature and the Divine Nature are in conjun- 
Rion, he is moſtlovelyin regard of both, His Humane 
Nature is compounded of Body and Sou], His Body is 
moſt beautiful , a moſt glorious beanty and luſtre is put 
upon it: whateverit were in his ſtate of humiliation , 
be fuce it bath a glorious beauty now in his ſtate of Ex 
alration. ltis called o»pu7js NiZus a glorious body , 
Phil, 3,21. If the face of Moſes did ſhine with reſplendent 
Glory, after his converſing [ Forty dayes with Godin 
Mount Sinai which was Below ; how doth the Body 
of Chriſt ſhine, which hath been above ſixteen handred 

ears in Mount Sion whichis above ? Iam perſwaded 
that Chriſts Body is the moſt beautifull of all viGble 
creatures, But the beauty of Chriſts foul doth excel : 
No creature whatever , hath ſuch ſhining excellencies 
as arein the ſoal of Chriſt, All the excellencies that are, 
or ever were in any creature, arelike a Feather laid in 
the Ballance with the exceeding weight of his glorious 
Excellencies and Perfe&tions, Chriſt exeelled the moſt 
ex@llent Men thateverlived, as to ſpiritual endows 
ments, when he was here upon the earth : he excelled 
Moſerin Meekneſs, Solomon in Wiſdom, Fob in Patience; 
and how much doth he excel row he isin Heaven 9 He 
excelleth not only the Spirits of juſt men made perfe&, 


but alfo the moſt glorious and holy Angels thatnever _. 


finned, If any creatures have Wiſdoth, it is but a Bearn, 

Chriſt is the Sun ; If they have goodiiels,it is but a dro 

jo Chriſte is the Ocean ; If they have Holiveſs, it is but 

ſpark or dark ſhaddow , Chriſt is the brightneſs of his 
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" The true Chriſtians Love , 
Fathers Glory : lf they bavethe Spiric,ch:y bave it but 
in ſome meaſure» the Spirit is given to Chcilt without 
Mcaſure TJoh,3.34. Chiiſt is moſt lovely in his Man- 
hood, fo nearly united unto bis Godhead : and how 
Jovely is he in his Godhead ? as God heis equall in all 
glorious excellencies with the Father. Chriſes Godhead 
implyeth excellency of being > he calleth bimſelf ] amr , 


Job.S,28, Excellency of Gloryztherefore called thc Lord 


of Glory, n Cor,z.8,and King of Glory, Plal,24 7, Lijt 
wp your heads O yee Gates, and be ye lift up, ye Everlaitiug 
Doors, and the King of Glory ſhall comy in. This is In» 
terpreted by ſome, to be ſpoken of Chriſls Aſcention , 
and the Angels and Saints making way for his trium - 
phant entrances and poſſeſſion of his heavenly Pallace, 
Many Deſcriptions are given.in the New Teſtament, 
of this lovely Perſon ;- I ſhall mention only one, C'/,1. 
35116,17218,19, Whois the Image of the inviſible God, the 
Firfl» born of every creature, For by him ere all things cres 
ated that are in Heaven , and that are in Earth, Viſible and 
Inviſible, whether they be Thrones, or Dominions, or Princi- 
palities, or Powers; all things were made by him and for 
bim, «Andhe is before allthings , and by him all things cons 
fiftB. Andbeisthe H:ad of the Body, the Chureh:' who is 
the beginning, the Firit horn from the Dead, that in all 
zhings b2 might have the Preeminence, For it pleaſed the Fa- 
zher, that in him all fulneſs ſhould dwell, It we read » be- 
lieve and conſider this great deſcription of Chriſt, we 
muſt needs fee and ſay, that Chriſt is molt excellent and 
amiable, and that no beloved islike to the beloved of 
true Chriſtians; therefore it is that true Chriſtians do 


| love Chriſt, becauſe of his lovelineſs; 


Rea,z, Troe Chriſtians dolove Chriſt, becauſe of his 


love, - Ris love which be doth bear tothem, He ayes 
them 


a« 
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to the unſeen Chit, © To 
them with a firſt love , and with a-Free love: He loves 
them with a tender and compasſionate love, with an as 
Rive or doing love, witha pasfive or ſuffering love ; 
his love is infinite without bounds or limirs , it.is ſuper- 


lative without compariſon ; Tranſcendent beyond 


comprehenhon ; everlafting without change, & which 
will have oo end or concluſion, He loved them when 
they were polluted irntheir fins, and waſht them with 
his own blood ; heloved them when they were naked 
in their Souls, and clothed them with the robes of his 
righteoufneſs : He loves them in their ſickneſs and for- 
rows, and is their comforter: He loves them in their 
wants and traits, and is their benefaQor , beloves them 
io Life, and is the Life -of their Souls ; he loves them 
at death, and is the Stay of their Hearts : And he loves 
them after Death , and will be their Portion for ever, 
There is great reaſon that true Chriſtians ſhould love 
Chriſt, becauſe of his lovelineſs; and there is further 
reaſon that they ſhould love him, becauſe of bis love, 
eſpecially when both are incomparable, both are in. 
comprehenſble. I ſhall further ſpeak (God willing) un 

to both theſe with other reaſons , under the motives jn 
the exhortation to exciteChriſtians to the love ofChrite, 
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SECTION VIII 


Uſe 1, Or Information hence learn z that there are 
but few true Chriſtians in the world, be- 

cauſe there are fofew thatlove this wnſcen Chrit, 
There are many Chriſtians in Name, few Chriſtians in 
deed & in truth. The time hath been when openly to 
profeſs the name of a Chriſtian,did argue true love unto 
Jeſus Chriſt: I mean in the primitive times , _ 
is 


56 The tut Chriſtian Love. 
Chciſtianz were periecuted by the Heathens, asin the 
Ten firft dreadful perſecutions under the Heathen Ems 
ours z when the world was watered with Chriftian 
blood , then eſpecially at ſometimes and in ſome yea 
moſt places, whoever openly acknowledped them 
ſelvesto be Chriſtians they expoſed themſelves unto 
Imprifonments, Racks, Tortures, Burnings and the 
moſt cruel deaths; Ic was the Truth /and Strength of 
Love unto Jeſus Chriſt, which carried them thorow 
fach great ſufferings, as many did in thoſe dayes un- 
dergo for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt ; But now there are ' 
mulliead es of bare nominal Chriſlians, they call chem- 
felves Chriſtians being baptized in Chriſts name, but 
they are altogether without love to Chriſt , whole . 
Natnethey bare : Surely there are but few,not only in 
the Chriftiat World, but even in Eng/and(where Chri- 
Rianity is to be found in as great purity as in any place) 
ehatlove Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity. No grofſely ignos 
rant perſons do truly love Chriſt ; ſuch as don't know 
Chrifi, they can't love bim ; ignot7 nulla eupido , there is 
nodelire after, norlove unto an unknown thing : An 
unknown evil cannot be hated, and an anknown good 
eannot be loved. No grofſely erroneous perſons , do 
truely love Chriſt ; (uch as do not receive Chriſts truths 
they cannot love Chrifſts Perſon ; Joh, 14. 23. [Fany man 
Jove me be will keep my words, The words of Chrilt do 
include, not only the words of his Precepts, bat alſo 
the words of his Doctrine : ſuch aserre proflely,L mean 
in che fundamental eruths of Chriſtianity , they are no 
friends to Chriſt, but his enemies, ſo far ate they from 
- true love unto him, No profſely wicked perſons, do 
truly love Chriſt : ſuch as profane perſons, who blaſ- 
 phemie the name of God in their hideous Oaths; the 
love of Chriſt doth teach an hely Awe and —_—_ 
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of Gods Name ; (ſuch are 
for righteoutnels fake, How can they love the head, 
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Perſecuters of Gods people 


that hate che members 2 Chrilt accounteth bimſelf co 
be perſecuted, in the perſecution of his members: «AH. 


"9 4+ Saul, Saul, why perſecut:/t thou mz, andv.s,1 amFfe- 
ſus whom thou perſzcutrſt:; and ſurely perſecutors of 


Chriſt do not love Chriſt, Such are Scoffers at Relis 
gion, whoderide holineſs and mock at the name of a 
taint or godly perſon, whereby they evidently ſhew 
their contempt of the holineſs of Chriſt, from whota the 
Saints derive all theirs: and how can they love Cheiſe 
that docontemne him and his Image. Nounrighteous 
perſons do truly love Chriſt, whether they befo in ce- 
gard of diſtributive juſtice , or in regard of commuta- 
tivejulticez; whether they be uncighreous in Execue 


. tion of judgement , in diſtribution of Rewards or Pu- 


niſhments, and whether they be uncighteous intheir - 
Teaftick'and Dealings , Chrils ſtrictly requireth juſtice. 
and righteouſneſs, and how can they love him, that do 
not keep this commandement ? No covetous perſons 
do truly lave Chriſt , the Apoſtle faith, 1 Joh. z.:5. 1F 
any man lov: the world , th: love of the Father is not in bim, 
And I may lay that if any man love the world, (that is, 
with his chieflove) thelove of the Son is notin him; 
the love cannot be chiefly ſee npon things below. here 
on earth, and upon Chriſt whois above in heaven, No 
licentious pecſons do truly love Chriſt: no Druakards, 
Adrlterers, or any that indulge themſelves in unlaw- 
fyl delights 3 the love of Chriſt doth teach us todeny 
tuch lutts, and to mortifie them, No meer civil pers 
ſons that are unconverted, no hypocrites that have a 
forme of godlineſs, but are without the power of it,do 
truly love Chriſt : the former may be loving and cour- 
teous unto men , but they have no love to Chrill : the 
Ai latter 


”". wy true (hriſtuans Love,.. 
Jatter may profeſs love-to Chriſt, and ſeem to loye himz 
but they donotreallylove him, In a word none Who 
. are under the reigning power of any lin, do trulylove 


Chriſt* Thereigo of fin is in the heart and this igin- 
confiſtert with thelove of Chrilt in the heact,... Now. 


Ww 
let us ſeparate-all theſe forementioned perſaus,tramthe 
reſt; Groſlely:iphorant cpecſons , gr ofſelyerraufgainy 


perfons,groffely wicked perſons, the profane;tb&ftr-" 


ſecotors of Gods people, the Scoffers at Religion, all 
unrighteous perſons, all covetous Perſons, Drunkards, 
Adulterers, and all Licentious Perſons ; meer civil per- 
fons, Hypoerites, and alt chat are under the reigning 
power of fin, and how few” will there be left thatdo 
truly love Chriſt! and by confequence there will ap- 
* pear bat very few that are true Chriſtians, 


— 
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SECTION IX, 


Uſe 2, F Or Examination, Here you may know 
| whether you are true Chriſtians by the tryall 
of your Love unto Jeſus Chriſt. Examine your ſelves 
therefore, whether. you love Jeſus Chriſt whom you 
bave never ſeen; the moſt inthe world dolove truly 
thoſe perfens and things only which they have ſeen : 
but canyouſay that you ſincerily and chiefly do love 
; Jeſus Chriſt whom you have not ſeen ? the love of the 
moſt doth ariſe from the notice whichtheeye doth 
. Rive of the Obje&s beloved : but doth your love ariſe 
fromthenotice which the ear hath given by the word; 
of the Amiableneſs which here is in Chriſt ? 
Qu. - How may we know Trhether we bave true love 10 
Tefur Chriſt 
«/Anſ, You may know the truth of your love to Jeſus 
b. Chriſt, 


( 


- 
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; to the unſeen Chriſt, * "IA 
Chriſt, 1,By your debires after Chrilts, preſence, z, By * 
your prizing and frequenting thoſe wayes wherein 
Chrilt is to be found, and ſeeking him therein, z,By 
your love . of Chrifis image, 4, By your obedience'to 
Chrilts commandements, | 

Eiclt, By your deſires after Chrii1s Preſence; wherever 
there, isjagceat love to any perfon, there is a defire 
after the preſence of that perion; do you lincerily and 
earneſtly deſfice Chriſts preſence ? therels atwofald 


. preſence of Chriſt, his gracious preſence bere, and his 


glorious preſence at the laſt day, te? 4 
. i, Thereis Chrifts Gracious preſence here, Joh. 14. 
18, 1 will not leave you comfortl:ſs , 1 vill come unto you, 
You deſire that ſuch Friends and. Relations would 
come unto you , but do you delice chigily . that Chriſt 
would come unto you ? Chrilt cometh to his Diſciples 
in a way of gracious communication, in a way of gra- 
cious maniteſtation, andin a way of [weet confalation 
which doth cefule from both, : 
1. Do youdelire that Chriſt would come unto you in 
a way of gracious: communication ? are your defires 
after communication of ſpiritual light from Chriſt to 
teach and guide you: of ſpirituallife from Chriſt to 
quicken and encourage you, of ſpicitual ſtrength from 
Chriſt , to ſupport you ander burdens, and enable you 
unto duties £ do you earneſtly defire communications 
of all kinds, and {urther degrees of grace out of that 
fullneſs of grace which is in Chriſt ? do you hanger and 
thirſt afrer-Cheilſts righteouſneſs, not only thatit may - 
be imputed to you for your Juſtification, but alſo that it 
may be. more and more”. imparted unto you for your 
fqrther ſanQification, that you might be brought and 
hereby wrooght into a mare perte& conformity &like- 
neſs unto Jeſus Chriſt ; this js an evidence of true love. 
2.Do 


24 Thetrae (briſtians Love , 
z, Do youdelire that Chriſt would come unto you 

in a way of gracious maviteſtation ? Joh, 14. z1, Hz that 
keveth me, ſhall be loved of my Father, and 1 will love him, 5 
will manifeft my ſe}f unto him. Do you earneſtly deſire 
thetulblling ot this promiſe 2 that Chriſt * would ditl# 
cover to you more ofthe lovelineſs of his perſon , and 
of the love of his heart ? are you grieved when your 
beloved doth withdraw himlelf ? when the curtain is 
drawn, anda cloud doth interpoſe between you and 
this Sun of Righteouſneſs z when be hideth and vaileth 
bis face from you ? and do youlong after Chriſts res 
torns, and che diſcoveries of himſelf unto you > Come 
Lord Feſu, com: quickly; Br as a Roe or young Hart, upon 
the mountains of [ ſpices: Leap over the mountains , and skip 
over the hills, and mak: haſt: unto my ſoul, which is ſic kof 
Love for thee inthy abjence from me ; O that Imight ſee thy 
Face which is ſo fair ! that 1 mizht hear thy voice which is ſo 
Sweet ! that 1 mighs feel thy Preſence which is ſo refreſhing ! 


Othat 1 might behold thy heart-raviſhing ſmiles | Say Lord . 


that 1 am thine, andthou art mine, that thou haſt Jovedme , 
and givenl thy ſc1 f for me ; that thy love to me was from ever = 
laſfling, and that it ic unchang:a\e. Aretheſe or ſuch 
like che breathings of your ſouls%luch are the breathings 
of love to Chriſt, ? 

3 Doyou deſire that Chriſt would come unto you 
in a way of ſweet confolation , which doth refult trom 
this communication and manifeſtation? are you delis 
rons after the Oil of gladneſs> which Chrilt is anointed 
withal z that he would giveyou of the Un&ion ofthe 
Spirit 0 ot 6nHly co ſantifie you, bur alſo to comfort you? 
do yo udefire that your hearts might be filled with ſpi- 
ritual joyes, the joyes of the Holy Ghoſt, which are uns 
ſpeakable and full of glory ? do you deſire the com- 
forts which Chtiſt doth pive, beyond all the cn_ 

| whic 
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which the Werld and the Fleſh can give ? the comforts | 


which come in at the door of Faith, beyond allthe 
comforts that come in at the door of ſenſe ; thoſe joyes 
which are in Chriſt, beyond all joyes that can be tound 
inthe moſt ſweet and defireable creature-enjoyment ? 
this evidenceth true love to Chriſt. Thus do you delice 
Chriſts gracious preſence, 
2, Aod do youdehie alſo Chriſts glorious preſence 
at the Laſt day ? When he premiſeth, Surely 1 come 
quickly, can your hearts make anſwer as Rev.22,20,.A- 
men, eyenſo come Lord Teſus ? are you glad youlive ſo 
near theEnd ofthe World, that the Lord is at hand, 
that the coming of the Lord draweth nearer and nearer 
every day ? can youTift up your heads with joy, when 
you leok towards the place where the LordJeſusChcift 
is, attbe right band of th: Throne of the Majeſty on high;and 
think with comfort, that yer a /irtle wwhile,and he that ſhall 
come will come z and will not now tarry much longer; tbat 
within . a while Chriſt will deſcend from Heaven with 6 
ſheut, the Lord with the Sound of the Trumpet, and that 
your eyes ſhall ſee him in the brightneſg of his Glory and Ma - 
jefly > Do you look and long fer the day of Chriſts glos 
rious appearance from heaven , when you ſhall be a- 
wakened out of your Graves ( where you may take 2 
ſhort fleep before ) and be gathered together ' by the 
Angels, and be caught upin the clouds, and there (in 
ſhining garments of Immortality on yourBodies and of 
Chrifts unſpotted righteouſneſs iv your ſouls) be 
brought with ſhoutings and acclamations of joy and 
Triumph into his prefence, who will then acquit you 
graciouſly from all Sin and puniſhment,own you openly 
for bisfaithful Servants, crown you gloriouſly before 
the whole World, and receive you tolive and reign 
with him to all Eternity ? Have you ſuch dehres - 
' thele?. 
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26 + The true Chriſtians Love,” , Abe. 
theſe ? If fome of yoit ſay, you are afraid of Chriſtsglos 
rious appearance , leſt then you ſhould be rejected Wes 
caule you fear you are not ready and prepared; yetcan 
you ſay alſo from your hearts , that you defire above all 
things that you may be ready , chat you endeavour to Þ 
make ready, thatit is your grief you are no more ready * 
and that if you were ready, and were aſſured of your 
Intereſtin Chriſt > you could defire that Chriſt would 
come immediately ; and that you deſire no greater hap - 
pineſs and felicity, than to Jive with Chrilt in Glory : 
and that you account the preſence of Chriſt in Heaven 
to be the happineſs of heaven ? Theſe are evidences of 
true deſires after Chriſts glorious preſence , and of fin- 

cerelove to Chriſt. 

Secondly, You may know yourlove to Chriſt, by |} 
yourprizing and frequenting thoſe wayes wherein | 
Chriſt is to be found, and ſeeking him therein Such are 
the wayes of his Ordinances both publick and private. 
Chrilts way is in his San&uary , and in his Ordinances * | 
he may be found ; do you give your attendance unto- 


the Sacrament of the Lords Supper ? and do you prize 
theſe Ordinances becauſe of the Stamp of Chriſts Ioſti- 
tution upon them, becauſe of Chriſts preſence in them, 
and becauſe they are a meanes of bringing you and 
Chriſt together 7 and when you are under Ordinances 
do youdiligently ſeek after Chriſt in Ocdinances?Dore 
youreſtin the outſide and carnallpart of Ordinances, { 


_ in meeting with GoJs People there ? or do you deſign, 


deſire and endeavour after ſomething more inward and 
ſpiritual and incomparably ſweet , that you meet with 
Chriſt there, that you may bave Fellowſhip with the 


Father ard the Son therein 7 and upon this account can 
you 
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/ op David: How amiabl: arethy Tabernacles. 0 


# and A day inthy Courts ubetter than athouſand, 
Pfal.84.i. And, 0ne thing hav 1 deſired of the Lord , that 


_ will I ſeekafter, that I may dwell inthe bouſe of the Lord all 


the dayes of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord , and to 
enquire inhis Temple; Pal. 27.4, Do you allo ſeek 
after Chriſtin your Families, and' in your cloſets ? do 
you feek him in ſecret prayer and meditation?your love 


| - . to-Chriſt doth exprels it ſelf in your defires: your de- 


fires do heavy themſelves in your ſeeking atter Chriſt in - 


- his wayes 


Thicdly, you may know your love to Chriſt, by your 


loveof Chrifts Image: there isthe Image of Chriſt on 
his Word, and there is the Image of Chriſt on his 


People, | 

1, Doyoulove the Image of Chrift on his Word? as 
Ceſars Coin did bear Caſurs Image and Superſcciption » 
fothe Word of the Seriptures, whichis the Word of 
Chciſts, doth bear Chrifts Image and Superſcription. 
Doyoulove the Scriptures becauſe of Chriſts Image 


| which is upon-them ? do you love the Word. of Dos | 


Erinein the Scripture , becauſe of the Image of Chriſts 
Truth and Wiſdom upon it ? do youlove the Word of 
Precepts in the Scriptures, becauſe of the Image of 
Chriſis holineſs uponit > do youlove the Word of 
threatnings inthe Scriptures , becauſe of the Image of 


_ Chriſts cighteouſneſs upon it? do you lovethe Word 


of Promiſes in the Scriptures , becauſe of the Image of 
Chriſts Goodneſs, Grace and Loveupon it? Youhave 
Chriſts Word in your Bibles, and ſometimes ſounding 
in-your Ears, but doth the Word of Chriſt dwell in your 
hearts ? you receive Chriſts word in the Light of it, do 
joureceive iis Word in the Love of it ? : 

2. Do 


28 
z- Do you love Chriſts Image on his People ? If you 
lovenot your Brother whom you have ſeen, how can 
. youlove your Lord whomyou havenotſeen 7 All 

Chriſis Diſciples do bear Chriſts Image; if you love the 
Original you will love the Pi&ure , although it be but 
imperſe&ly drawn , If you love the perfe&t goodneſs & 
holineſs which isin Chriſt, you will love the goodneſs 
and holineſs which you ſee in the Saints, although they 
have it butin an imperte& Meaſure : do you JoveChrilts 
Diſciples ? and that becauſe of Chrifts Image , although 
they differ from you in ſome opinions which are cir- 
camſtantial ? 


| Fourthly , You may know your love to Chriſt, by 


your obedience unto his commandements, Joh, 14-: 5*1/ 
you love me Keep my Commandements:; and ver.z21, He that 
hath my Commandements and keepetbthem, he it is that loweth 
me. You have Chrifts commandements, do you keep 
them? you know them, do you praQice them ?- your 
Loveto Chriſt is known by your obedience ontoChrilſt, 
If Chriſt be your beloved, he is alſo your Lord 3 if you 
have true affeQion fgr him, you yeild fubje&tion unto 
him: If youlove Chriſt, you are carefull to pleaſe 
Chriſt; you are not the Servants of the Fleſh, to take 
care topleaſe the Fleſh, but yogare the ſervants of 
Chriſt, to take care above all perſons and all thing to 
pleaſe Chriſt; if you love Chrift you are fearful of giv- 
ivg juſt occahon of offence unto men, but aboveall 


The true Chriſtians Love, | 


you are fearful of diſpleafing and offending your Lord. | 
Doyou labour ſoto walk that you may pleaſe Chriſt in | 


the way - of ſincere and univerſal obedience ? are you 


| 


hearty in your obedience unto Chriſt } have you are» | 


ſpe& to all his commandments ? ig it your grief that you | 


fall ſhor t in your obedience unto Chriſt ? if you can ſay 
inthe preſence of the Lord, and your hearts donot 
give 
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'veyour toiigues thelye, that you don'clive and als 

Rego wh. in the caſiics of any known fin-which 

Gheitt fabjddeth; nor in the negle& of any known du- 

ty which Chrift -commandeth., chisis a ſure evidence 

of true-Joveto Jeſus Chriit, Thus for the tryal of your 
love uncoChritt. C:=2c2. 
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SECTION 11, 


U 3s Þ% reproof, Edd iy; 5 ? 
| 8 -.s. Ofallfuch as have no: love:-at allonte 


| this yuſeen Chiiſt > and will not the uſe 0f Information, 


-_——  ——O———_— OOO OOO 


together with the uſe of txyalleave a canvidtiqn upon 
many. of you that-you ace, without this -hove 21.2 Suffer 
then the word gfrceprogt;! what, are you creatures 
made by Chri , and made fer;Chrift, abd yet have no 
lovetovtim 7 ace you rational eceatutes;have.youfouls 
capable af knowing himand loving him; and-yet have 
noloye? are you Cheiflians. and natlove.Chrilt? bap- 
tized 'jn Chrilts Name, and yet have you no love to 
Chciſts perſ@h ? are ſame. ef you Profefſors þ and yet 
nat love Chriſt > make a ſhow  afdevationz and yet 
without any.crueaffe&ion. to the obje& of your wors 
ſhip? Sinners though you haye not ſeen Chriſi;yethave 
you not heard ofhim ? and have you not heatd enough 
to-engageand draw forth-your love unto Chriſt, Whae 
do you think tis there ſuch a perſonas Jeſys Ebrift, or 
is there not ?. .bave yay. na Bibles? and if you have , 
have you not read thereintbeiftory concerning Jeſus 
Chtift and what do you thisk. of that Hiſtory, is it true 
or is it falſe , da you think the Goſpel to be a cunniogly 


| devifedfable } are net-'the Scriptures which contain 


| thisGoſpehtbe.very wordef Gear God who cannot 


lye: 
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2. are there notſuchcharaRters of Divinity-upon 

em,as are ſufficient to evince their divine original to 
any. that ſearch into chem,and do not willfully ſhut their 

eyes againſt the light which there doth ſhine ?.. And if 
it be ſothat there is indeed fach a perſon as JeſasChriſt 
(as there is nothing more true) how isit that you have 
vo loveunto him ? donot the Scriptures reveal and ſet 
forth Chriſt; as the moſt excellent and amiable perſon? 
and yet do yoo net love him? can you love perſons & 
thingsthat are but ImperfeRly lovely , and not love Jes 
ſus Chrife who is altogether lovely, can you love one 
of great honour that bath but ſome inferior power and 
authority, and not love Jeſus Chriſt who is the Lord 
of Glory, who hath all power and authority - bathin 
Heaven and Earth ? can you love ſach as have Wiſdom 
and Learniug,. thooghit be terrene , andnotlove Jefas 
Chriſt whoisthe widow of the Father, who knoweth 
all things, and whoſe wiſdom is divine ? can you love 
ſuch asareliberal and bountiful , and not love Chriſt 
whole bounty is ſuperlative, and whoſe gifts are moſt 
rich and tranſcendent ? can you love friends that are 
kind, and notlove Jeſus Chriſt, who is the beſt friend 
that ever the children of men had ? can you loyea Be- 


- —— 


nefaRor that feeds you, and cloathes you, and giveth | 
money to yOu, and yet not love Chrift who offerethto | 
feed your bunger-ftarved fouls with the bread of life, | 
to cloth your naked ſouls with' the robes of His righte- | 
ouſneſs, and to give the ſpiritual Riches of Grace to 


you , theſealt dram of whichis of mare worth than 


all the riches'of the Earth? can you love riches: and | 
not fove Chriſt . in whom there are treaſures, and by | 
whom you may have not enly' ſpiritual richesbere, but | 
alſothe heavenly inheritance hereafter ? can you love | 


honour:, and not love Chriſt by whom yo _—_ 
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the higheſt dignities , the honour of children to the 
King of Heaven now , and a Crown of Glory inthe 
other world ? can you love liberty and not love Chriſt 
by whom you may be made free from the Slavery cf 
the Devil and your own laſts ? can youlove ſafety 
and not love Chriſt who is the oply Saviour of man - 
kind, and who alone puts you in fafety from the reach 


| ofthe warſt of Enemies, and the worſt of evils? can 
you love peace and not love Chriſt by whom you may 


have peace with Ged , and peace in your own conſci- 
ence? can youlove pleaſures and delights, and not 
love Chriſt by whom you may have joys unſpeakable 
and fall of glory , beſides thele everlaſting pleaſures 
which are to come? without love to Chriſt you are uns 
der the guilt of all your fins; neither your original fin, 
nor any of your aQual fins are pardoned, chey all lye 

your own ſcare,and you muſt anſwer for all your 
ſelves, and how fearfy] is your account like to be! 
without love to Chriſt you are under the curſe,not ons 
ly under the curſe of the Law for your breach of the 
Law, but alſo under the curſe of the Goſpel for diſobe- 
diedce to this command of the Goſpel which requireth 
you to love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , i Cor,16,22. 1Fany 
eſfus Ch, 1:t him be Anathama 
Maranatha, thatis , let him be curſed,” till the Lord 


| come; and when the Lord cometh will he take off the 
| carſefromyou ? no, hewillcome in flaming firets 


take vengeance upon you; having threatned then to 


| puniſh all ſuch with eveslaſcing deſtra&ion , as ſhall be 
| found tobavedifobeyed the Goſpel; and what then 


; islike to beepme of you ? Sodom and Gomorrha thoſe 


| wicked Cities will then be puniſheddreadfully, with a 
oVe | 


| 
/ 


worfe trethan that which was rained down from heas 
ven, &conſumed their perſons & habitations together: 
| 8 I mean 
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 mean,.. withthe tice of Hell, which will be kindled| | 
and kepc aliye,unto Ececoity by the breatb:ofthe Als | | 
mighty > but you who de not love the Lord JeſusChrilt | | 
rotwichſtanding all diſcoveries of him) invitations to | , 
bim» and proffers of kindoeſſes by bim, you will be | | 
puniſhed more dreadfally than the wicked Sodomites, | | 
it will be more collecable in the day of Judgement for | | 
them than for you : the torments of Hell will be intol- | | 
lecable by any , butthey will be moſt intollerable by | 
Goſpel-Gnners : the fire of Hell will burn upen you | , 
the moſt fiercely, and the ſcourge ofconſcience will | | 
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laſh you the moſt furiouſly. Conſider this all yee that 
bavenoloveto Chriſt, otherwiſe when he cometh to 
judgement he will tear you to pieces and there will be 
none todeliver you: it you have not the ſweetfire of 
love to Chriſt enkindled in yeur bearts bere, you will be | , 
thrown into the dreadfull fire of Hell which will burn | ; 
you everlaſtingly, h | 
a, This reproves ſuch of you as have ſome lave, [but | , 
it is very little love to Jeſus Chriſt ; you thatloyeChcilt | 
is not your love very ſmall, not only in compariſen | 
with his love to you , butalſo in compariſon with the | 
love which ſome Chriſtians have attained unto: ? how | 
ſcrong was the love ofghe Apoſtles unto Chriſt when 
they left all and followed him, eſpecially after the Res | - 
ſurretion of Chcit and his Aſtenfon into Heaven, | | 
when the Holy Ghoſe was ſent down and fatinthe| | 
likeneſs of fiery tongues upon them: O,, whata fire of | | 
love unto Chriſt was there then enkindled within them, 
Hence that hold profeſſion which they make! of Chriſt 
before the chief Prieſts and Elders, 448.4, Hebce thelr | | 
rejoyeing that they were counted worthy: to ſuffer | 
ſhame for the name of Chrift, whentbey. were beaten | 
for their ownjog and preaching ofhim, AF,$,4r, IA BE 
oye : 


be| 7 am not cveak? who is offended and Iburn not > and 
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love'of P:rxy and Fohn was great unto Chriſt, and the 
loveof Paul was not inferiour unto the love of the 
chiefeſt Apoſtles : hence it was that he took ſuch pains 
to preach theGoſpel in ſa many parts of the world even 
from Feruſalem and round about unto 1/yricam, Rom.,r 5, 
19.See alſo how beapproves himſelf to be a Miniſter 
ot Chriſt, and giveth evidences of his ſtrong loveto 
his Maſter, 2 Cor, 11, 23-24-25,26,295-28.29, Are they 
| Minifters of Chrift } 1ſptak as a fool , 1 am more : in Ia 

bourt more abundam, in firipes above meaſure,in priſons more 
Frequent, in Deaths oft : of the Foros five times received I 
forty flripes ſave on? : Thrice was 1 beaten with rods; once 
was 1 floned, thrice 1 ſuffered Shipwrack,a Night and a day 
Thave been inthe deep , in journzying often, in perils of Wa- 
rers,' in perils of Robbers, in perils by min: own Countreys 
| men, .in perils by the Heathen, in perils in the City, in perils 
| temthe Wilderneſs , in perils in the Sea, in perils among falſe 
| brethren: in wearinsſs and painfulneſs, in watching often, 
in hunger and thirſt , in faftings often,ip cald and rakedneſs. 
B:fides thoſe things which are without that Tohich cometh up* 
on me daily ,; the care of all the Churches : pho is T02ak and 


| Chap 1r2,10.7 take pleaſure in inſirmities , in reproach:s , in 
| meceſſuies , in perſecutions, in difireſſss for Chriſts ſake, 
| Theground of all which was the love of Chriſt which 
| didconftrain bim;as r Cor. 5,14, hehad fuchaloveto 
' Chriſte that be profeſſeth , Philip, \. 21, To me to livew 
Chriſt; and#0 dye is gain. Chriſt was his life, and his life 
was wholy at-Chritts devotion, 
| But where is ſuchiove now to be found » I might 
| ſpeakalſo of the love of fome ancient Fathers , 1ynatine, 
| Polyearp, Jerome and others: take oneinftance in les 
rome, who thus expreſleth his love unto Chriſt » 1f my 
Farber were weeping on his knees before m2 ny mother hangs 
C 
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ing on my Neck behind me, my Brethren, Siſters and Kins- | 
folk howling © on everyſide, to retain me in afinfull courſe ; 
1] would fling my Mother to the Ground, run over my Father, | 


deſpiſe all my Kindred, ang tread them under my Feet, that I | 


might run unto Chrift, How little is your love in com- | 
pariſon with the love of thoſe famous Heroes, I mean 
thoſe eminent Martyrs, who haye deſpiſed theFlames | 
and endured ſuch racking and tortaring deaths, for the | 
love which they bave born unto Jeſus Chriſt ; thefice | 
of their Loye burning ſtronger within them , chan the | 
Ere without them in which their bodies were conſams | 
ed, Is not your love alſo ſmall in compariſon with the | 
love of our late Reformers, which fired them with | 
ſuch courage and reſolution.» asto withſtand a whole | 
world of Antichriftian Fury and Oppoſition ? Is your 
love comparable to that of many Eminent Divines, and | 
private Chriſtians of our own Nation, of the age. im. | 
mediately going before , who are now afleepin their , 
Gravesz but how few are there come up in their. 
zooms ?Itis obſerved, andiitis greatly to be lamented, | 
that there is of late years, a great decay in the Power ef. 
Godlineſs, amongſt thoſe thatare fincere:; and igit 
not evident in the great decay of love, even in true 
Chriſtians unto Jeſus Chriſt , are not you dwarts in 
compariſon with others: are not you Babes in : 
Chriſt, and weaklings in your love to Chriſt ; 1s it not. 
evident, that you have but little love to Chriſt , when 
be is but little in your thoughts and meditations: the 
thoughts are the handmaids of the Loye : where the 
Love is ſtrong and ardent, there many thoughts will 
be attending upor it; but will not your hearts tell you 
that your thoughts of Chriſt are very few, youcan | 
thirck often of your Food , but how little do your | 
| | thoughts | 
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2s: thoughts feed -upon Chriſt; who isthe bread of lite , 
ſe 3| Youcan oftenthink of your Rayment, but how little | 
er, | do youthiok - of the Robes of Chriſts Righteouſneſs 3 
: 1| 'Youcanthink often of your earthly Friends, but how 
m-} lictledo youthiok of Jefus Chriſt, your Friend in Heas 
an | ven, ObjeRtsof Senſe are often not only in your eyes, 
aes | -but alſo in yourthoughts 3 but how little is Chriſt en= 
the | tertained in your thoughts, whois the Obje@ of Faith, 
ice | Moreover, doth itnot argue little Love to Chriſt, that 
be | you ſpeak (olittle of him and for him, in your cenverſe 
ms | one with another, . If yoohad much Loveto Chriſt , 
be | wouldnot - this Love breathforth more in your Dif- 
ith | courſes, You can readily ſpeak of your felyes, and do 
ole | often either dire&ly or obliquely commend your ſelves, 
Dur | Which diſcovers your great Selfdove; how littledd 
nd | youcammend yeur Lord and Maſter, and extoll bis 
m- | excellencies with your lips ? and doth not this evi- 
eie., dence that you bave butlittle love tohim in your hearts 
eir., You canreadily diſcourſe of News and Publick Ocs 
2d, | currences ( whichislawfull and needtull > ſo that due 
of.) limits be 'obſerved) but when you leave Chriſt 
sit | quite out of your Diſcourſe, it ſhews that you have 
ne | not abundance of Love to him, becauſe out of the a+ 
in | bundance of the Heart the Mouth will ſpeak: | 8uch as 
in | have much love tothe World, will ſpeak- of their 
108. Riches; ſuch as have much love to pleaſures ,- will be 
en | often ſpeaking of that ſubje&; fuch as love their Friends 
he | much, will be often ſpeaking and commeriding of 
he them, when theyare in company3 and when you 
zill ſpeak batlittle of Chriſt, itis aſign that you love 
oy | him butlittle, Doth not the little Zeal which you 
an | havefor Chriſts Honour in the World, argue that you 
ae | have butlittle Love tohim: where is your aQivity 
hes | far \Chriſt 't@ promote his Intereft amongſt thoſe 
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Relations and Friends , that you bave -acquaintance; 
with , do you labeur all you can,, to bring others ivts 
the wayes of God, and into acquaintance with Chriſt 2 
Befides, will net your little ſecret Devotion argue your 
little AﬀeRion unto Cheiſt , willnot your cloſets or! 
ether retiring places witneſs bow litcle youare in ſecret! 
prayer . and converſe with; Chriſt there 2. Brief aud. 


firaitned prayer in ſecret - dath argue a heart ficaitoed!. 


in love toJeſys Chriſt. Doth not your backwardneſs| 


to the exerciſe of thislove to Chriſt, ſhew the weak-! 


neſs of your love, how flow, of heart are you tothe! 
Love of Chriſt ? how bard to be perſwaded?you need 
not be perſwaded to love your Wives , ifthey be kind 
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| 


and belpfyl:; you need not be perſwaded to love your || 


ehildren, -if they be pretty and hopefull;, you need not! 
be perſwaded tg love your friends, if they be friendly 
faithful : and yet whatever attraftives of love, the | 
moſt ficong ofany, be id-Jeſus Chriſt , - you.are back- 
wardto this Love. | 
Need I ſay more to convince you, that you bave but 
little Love- to Chriſt? will not your own Conſcience | 
from theſe clear evidences ſotfciently witnels the thing 
And now Chtiftians thick what a Sin > what a Shame , 
what a folly it is, that you ſhould have ſolittle Love | 
unto Jeſas Chriſt : . If it be ſo great a Sin- for ſuch as are 
rangers unto Chriſt ,- to have no Loveat all to him », | 
that it brings them under the moſt dreadful curſe:ſurely 
it cannot be a ſmall Sin, that you (who are bis true Diſ- 
ciples) ſhould bave bur little Love unto himz is it not 
very diſpleaſing tothe Father,that youſhovld bave but 
little love to his Son ? if he do not hate you becauſe of | 
your Relation unto Chriſt z yet, is he net atigry with | 


you, for the lukewarmneſs of your Aﬀection untoChriſt | 


which Sin is aggravated by the nearneſs of your Rela | 
| tion 


nce' 
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tion, _ Is it not diſhonourable unto Chriſt, that you 
ſhould have ſo little Love to him ? don you ineffe&t 
ſay, there. js no great worth or Amiableneſs in him , 
when you haveno great Love unto bim ? are you not 
heceby ingrateful unto Chriſt, beyond what can be 
peralleld by any iogratitude unto the moſt obliging 
Earthly friend ? 1s.ic not your ſhame , that you ſhould 
have ſolittle Love to Chriit , when be doth fo much de- 
ſerve your Love ? Beſides the infinite excellencies ahd 
perfetions which are in his perſon ; doth not his In- 
finite kindneſs unto you, call for (not only the Truth, 
but alſo) the ſtrength of your Love Think what he 
hath done for you : thirk what be hath ſuffered for 
you; think what be hath purchaſed for you:think what 


| hehathpromiſedto you ; think what he bath laid out 


for you; thiok what he bath laid up for you; and yet 
to have butlittle Love to Chriſt ? yet tomake fuch 
p or returns | Moreover, is it not yourfolly to have 


/ butlittle Love to Chriſt ? Doi't you hereby bereave 


ch | 


your ſelves, or debarre your ſelves of ſuch peace ag 
paſſeth all underſtanding; of ſuch ſweetneſs and com- 


| tort both in the ſtrength of your love,and inthe (cnſe of 
| his love; asis inconceivable ? is not injury and miſchiet 
; unto yourtelves, the conſequent of your little Love un- 
| toChiiſt? muſt yon not draw on Heavily inthe wayes 
; of God, as Pharaoh when his chariot-wheels were taken 


off? Love to Chriſt is like wheels, in yonr motion for 
Chriſt , and like Oil to the wheels, which makes you 
ready unto any good work whici he doth call you unto 
bat when you have butlirtle love nnto Chriſt, you muſt 


| needs be more flow in your motions, more {luggiſhin 


Chriſt's ſervice z yon will not, yon cannot take that 


iſt | pains inthe work of the Lord, and be fo Z2alous as 
as | you might and ſhould be for your Maſter's Glory, 
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To conclude, if you have * butlicle love to Chriſt, 
you will be apttofaintin the day of Adverlity, to ſhrink] 1 
when you are called to take up- bis Croſs and ſuffer for 
his ſake ; leſſer ſufferings will diſcompoſe you, greater 
ſufferings will affrighten and amaze you, and you will 
bein danger of turning fearful Apoltates intime of 
oraat Tryals, there isneed of great Love to Chrilty; 
as well as great Faith, tocarry you thorow lufferings| | 
with courage that you may perlevere unto the end, 


— 
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Uſe 4. T7 Or Exhortation unte the love of JeſusChbriſt,| 

whom you have never ſeen, \this is the 
uſe chiefly defigned in the choice ofthis ſubje&t, and 
which I ſhall moſt largely in(ift upon. Inthe Profecu» 
vionot it, I ſhall give ſome Motives, and then ſomeDi-' 
reQionss. | 

The Motives to induce and excite you unto the love 
of this unſeen Chriſt, may be drawn 1.From the cou- | 
(ideration of what Chrift is, 2. From the confidera- | 
tion of Chriſts Love. 3, From the conlideration of | 
Chriſts Benefits, -4 From the conlideration ofthat love | 
which Chriftians have , and ſhould have unto Chriſt, | 

The firſt fort of Motives may be drawn from the. 
conſideration of what Chriſt is, and that x , What he is | 
in himſelf, z. What he is to the Father, 3. Whathe is 
unto true Chriftiang. 

Firſt, Conſider wchat Chriſt u in Hinſglf, 

In generall, He is the moſi amiable perſon and the | 
molt ſutable Objet for your love, If you ask of the | 
dayes which are paſt, which were before you, _ | 

tne | 


rift, 


rink 
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the day- that God created Man upon the Exrth; if 
you ſeek from one fide of Heaven unto the other; if you 
make enquiry into. all the pacts of the Eacth, you will 
never find that either there ever was or is to be found 
any perſon ſo lovely, ſo beautifull and ſo every way.de- 
ſerving your Love, as the Lord Jefus Chciſtz there is 


| a Matchleſs, Tranſcendent, and Incomparable Beauty 


and excellency in him, How pasfonately are ſome 
fooliſh Menin Love - with the externall beauty which 
they ſee in ſome Women: the exa&ſymetry of parts , 


| and camely Proportion ofthe body ; the amiable 


| Features and Jovely Mixtures of colours in the Face , 
| the Beauty ofthe Eyes, in their Spirit their Quick 


D 


and Graceful motions , and amorous Glances; How 
doth this raviſh the hearts of ſome fond Lovers, al- 
though the moſt beautiful body in the World, i: no 
better than painted clay, dirt and corruption , en- 


|  cloſedin a fairskin , which ſickneſs will cauſe tolook 


| Pale and Wan, Death will quite Marr and Spoil. 


| But the amiableneſs. avd Beauty of Chriſt is more 
; Tranſcendent and Permanent, and therefore a more 
| it Objed for your Love, Cheilt is fairer than the chil- 
; drenof Men; heis all fair without any Spot,altogether 
| lovely without any blemiſh or deformity. I have al- 


ceady ſpoken of the glorious Beauty which is in Chriſt's 
Glorified Body, the molt lovely of any viſible creas 


; ture which God hath made: and alſo of the ſhining 
' Excellencies which are in Chriſts glorified foul z ſo 


nearly joyned tothe Divinity ; could we ſuppoſe all 
the Lovelineſs that ever was (ſeen, or found inthe 
moſt lovely peglons that ever lived , tomeet in one 


| perſon : how lovely would that per'on bez yet ſuch, 
| though: never. ſo reſplendent Beauty, would be 
| butadark Shaddow, compared with the Brightneſs 
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of Chriſts moſt beautifull Perſon. Can youlovethe in | 


perte& Beauty which you ſee in creatures, and will yo 
not love the perfe& beauty which there isjv Chriſt 
can you love a fading Beauty which ſoon witherech'lik 
the lower, and will you notlove Chrift whoſe beanty 
never decays, butalwayes doth abide more freſh than 
Bzauty in che flower of Youth ?” cati you be ſoon af- 
fe&ed with beautiful 6bje&s which are before the eye 
of your ſenſe, and will you not be affeted with this 


. 


far more beautiful ObjeR, the Locd Jeſus Chritt, who} 


is ſo clearly diſcernable by the eye of Faith, If the eye 
of your Faith wefe open and clear , to look upon t Q 
tcanſcendent amiableneſs which is in Cliriſt, you could 
not chuſe but love him ; could you ſee” theglances'sf 
his eye, and the ſweet ſmiles of his lovely face, as ome 
have ſeen, your hearts would be overcome and raviſhs 
ed withlove, and filled with extacies of joy and inef-| 
fable delight, 
More particularly , there are the moſt amiable quali-' 
fhcations in Chrifts Perſon, to attrat and draw forth 
your Love ; I ſhallinſtanc> in theſe (ix, 1, His Greatneſs | 
and Authority. 2, Hu Holineſs and Purity, 3. Hu Wiſdom | 
and Omniſciency, 4- Hit Truth and Fidelity, 5, His Fulneys | 
and All- ſufficiency, 6. Hu Kindneſs and Mercy, | 
1, Conſider Chrifls Greatn:ſF and Authority, Aquila | 
non Capit muſcas » The Eagle doth not purſue after Flies '| 
Great Souls are not affeted , except it be with great”) 
things; there is none fo great as Jeſus Chrifl:he is moſt 
greatin honour and dignity, he is moſt great in power 
and authority. Excellency of Majeſty , doth greatly 
engage the Love, and command the hearts as well as | 
the Obedience of SubjeRs : and thoſe Princes that have | 
the greateſt power and authority , asethe dxlings of | 


the people, when they don't abuſe their place by un- | 


rightes, 


righteouſneſs and cruelty , -by uſucpation and tyranny, 


iſt. 
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It power be managed with clemency, and Authority 
withKindneſs towards thoſe that are under command: 
fo bighly do Princes advance themſelves hereby io the 
Efteem and Love of their people, that they will be 
ready.toſpend their Eflates, and venture their Lives 
intheir Service. Chriſt is the Prince of the Kings ofthe 
Earth, be is clothed with the bigkeſt honour, arcayed 
with che moſt excelleotMajeſty,decked with the largelit 
power, and inveſted with che greateſt Avthority. He is 
the King and Lord of Glory , heisexalted to higher di- 
gnicy then the greateſt Potentate that ever lived upon 
the Earth ; yea he is advanced above all Thrones and 
Dominions, and Principalities avd Powers, of the glo- 
cions Angels which are in Heaven ;z «AP Power # given 
ro bim 1n Heaven and Earth, Mat,2$,18. He doth what 


| he wilio Heaven the Angels ace at his Back, and Exes 


cute his Will, goand come at his Command; and he 
hath Power onearth : He is the bead of the Church , & 


| head over all antothe Church; be can ceſtcain his Eve- 


mies, and conquer them, and bring them under his feet 


| athis plealurez Agd whatever ſeverity he doth ſhew 
| ſometimes in Executing his Judgements, and taking 


; vengeance @n the Wicked, be doth never abuſe. his 


| Hearts? when Chriſt is invefied with ſuch power that 
| hecandefend you agaipt the cage. and cruelty of your 
| | mo 


| Power by Unrighteouſneſs : He is moſt juſt towards 
| the worſt, avd puniſhetb them here lefſe than their inis 
| quiticsdode/erve, But what kindneſs and clemency 


doth he ſhew to his own ſubje&s and people? and will 
not you have a great love to ſogreat a Perſon ? ſhould 


| botthe conſideration ofthe high digrity of your Lord , 


raile your love. of him unto a great beighth > when 
Clift hath foch Authority , ſhall be not command your 


_- 


C 
oainſt Chriſts Perſon: when he was here below he tel- : 
Teth his brethren, John 9,9.T%e World bateth me, becauſe 1 
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moſt powerful and malicious adverſaries , will you not} 
love greatly ſuch a Perſon, as well as truſt confident] 

under the ſhadow of his Government ? 
2,Conlider Chrciſts Holineſs and Parity , ſome great} 
Perſons who abound in Wealth and Honour, who have} 
fome kind of amiable + natural qualities, and acquired} 
accompliſhments which might render them very uſeful} 
in their Countries, yet through their wickedneſs andj' 
debauchery, their filthineſs and impurity,their impious} 
and vicious lives, they ſtain all their other excellencies]! 
and render (themſelves the obje&s of contempt and}/ 
ſcorn, unto thoſe who othcrwiſe would bear great res|! 
| 


ſpe& andloveto them. 
But Chriſt is moſt amiable for hiq holineſs and Pa 
rity 3 be was holy in his bicth ; although born of a ſins}: 
fal women,yet he was born without ſin; -when he lived}i 
amongſt impure finners be kept his garments from all}: 
tains and ſpots, his heart and life were free from all}! 
pollutions, and never was he puilty of theleaſt tranſ- 
Bt 2ſſion either in aRion erthe leaſt inclination, O what 
an excellent Perſon was Chrift - when here upon the 
Earth ! how glorious in holineſs, what bright beams of 
perfe& purity and exat innocency did Chriſt ſcatter in 
thoſe dark places of the earth where helived, and a- 
mongf thaſe dark fullied finners with whom he did 
converſe! how then doth Chriſt ſhine in holineſs, ' 
now heisentred intothe Holy of Holies, which is a- | ! 
bove; and there doth converſe with none but ſuch as ! 
are Holy ? I know becauſe of Chriſts Holineſs and Pu-|* 
rity, heisthe obje& ofthe hatred and enmity of the |! 
wicked and ungodly ; becauſe Chriſt isan enemy unto | \ 
their darling and beloved luſts, they have an enmity as 
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reflifie of it »- that the wworks thereof are evil,and the hatre 
pf the world doth till abide upon the ſame account ; 
Chriſt doth ceprove the world of fin;and this the world 
"read cannot enduce and away with z the beams of Chriſt 
have Holineſs doe offend their force eyes, bis boly precepts 
ired{do offend their carnal hearts; yet notwithſtanding this, 
ſeful}be is a moſt ſutable obje& for the love of Saints upon 
anditbe account of his Holineſs: ſuch as are truely judicious 
ious} Will love them moſt who are beſt, and ſuch are really 
cies;}the beſt Men and Women inthe world , as are moſt 
andjboly 3 if you are Chciſts diſciples indeed, youlove hos 
t res}lineſs where ever you fee it, and can youlove the ims 
perfeR holineſs which isin Gods people , and will you 
Pasſnot love Chriſt who is perfeRly, infinitely boly himſelf, 
(Ginsand the 'pring &f all that bolineſs, whichis to be found 
ved}in any of the children of Men ? if there be ſuch a won- 
n all} derful lofire in the derived bolineſs of ſome, that ie 
n all} makes them to ſhine as lights in a dark World, what a 
anſ-| wonderful tranſcendent lufire isthere io the original 
zhat! bolineſs which is in Chcift ! which as itis matter of 
the | greatadmiration,fo it calls for great affe&ion, P/a/.119. 
$s of| 140 Thy wword i very pur? , therefore thy Servant lover it, 
r in| Chciſtis the Word, not the written Word , botthe E(/ 
1 a- |{ential Word, and he is very pure, thereface you ſhould 
did i love him, 
fs, 3- Confider Chriſts Wiſdome and Omniſciency. 
sa-| Wiſdom doth make the face toſhine; Learning doth 
h as | advance ſome . very highly in eſteem : ſach as know 
Pu- | moſt,it their morals be ſutable to their intelleQuals, are 
the | moſt admired by thoſe that unF®rRtand what true 
nto | Worth is ; eſpecially if there be ſpiritual Wiſdome in 
y as | ConjunRion with natural and acquired,if there be much 
tel-| Grace inthe heart as well as much kvowledge in the 
head, bow worthy areſuch to be beloved ? Danie/ 
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was aman of greatlearning and wiſdome,* gkilled in all 
the learning of the Gha/dezans which was notlinful and 
diabolicalz and belides this he was endued with divine 
wiſdome by the teachings of che Holy Spirit; the Angel 
told this Danie/morethan once or twice, that he was 4 
Mn greatly beloved; he was greatly beloved bythe 
Lord of Heaven , greatly beloved by hiz Prince- or 
earth, and greatly beloved by his people,and by all;ex+ 
cept ſome faw that envied his proſperity and favor, Da» 
niels Wiſdom did render bim ſo univerfally | amiable j 
How then ſhould Chrift be beloved becauſe of his Wifi 
dom and knowledge, the wiſdom of.Chrift is far be: 
yond the Wiſdome of Danie/, or the Wiſdam" of Soloy 
#10n who was wiſer than Daviel; theſe inen had Wi. 
dome which made them famous and eſteemed intheir 
day, but Chriſt is Wiſdame,the Wiſdome of theFathery 
they were children of wiſdome, but Chriſt is theFather | 
and Fountain of wiſdeme: they had ſome jewels of | 
wiſdome, but the treaſures of wiſdome are hidand laid 
ud in Chriſt; Co, 2; 3.they had learning and knowledge | 
but their knowledge was Ignorance compared with j 
the knowledge of Chriſt, the greateſ part of the things ; 
whichthbey knew , being but cheleaſt partofthe wr & p 
which 'theyknew not; they knew ſomethings, but 
Chriſt is omniſcient and knoweth all things, they knewle t 
many ſecrets of nature , but Chriſt knoweth the ſecret! c 
of Heaven, the mind of God, and nothing is hid wn 'f 
bim. How greatly beloved then ſhould: Chriſt belj 
you are wiſe you will. if yon would be wiſe you mul} y 
tore Chriſt who is ſo infinitely wiſe himſelf , and whe a 


alone can make you truly wiſe. 't 
4. Conſider Chrifts Truth and Fidelity , rok 
old 


faithfulveſs are very rare in our dayes, when fal 


_ anddeceit do ſo mych abound ; what was ſaid of : 
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in all Ifa 59 14-14. ' Truth faileth and falleth in the ftreet, 
land the tame may be faid now 3 and therefore fuch asare 
vine trace without guiſe, Faithfol without deceit, are wors 
ngel thy of great efteem and love, But what love ſhould 
ras 4 you give unto Chriſt, who is not only true, but truch ig 
y the (cf; whois moſt faithful in all his undertakings and 
--Off promiſes; and never deceived any that puttheir cruſtin 
EX Lim , who is ofcen betrec than his word, never worſe 2 

Da# you wilt tove a trae and faithful Friend, and will you 
ble} nor fove a true and faithful Chriſt, the beſt friend of 
Wits the children of Men? ag Chrifts faithfalneſs ſhould ens 
r be\ courage your confidence inhim, ſoit ſhould endear 
Solo your love unto him. 
Wif- 5.Confider Chriſts fulnefs and All-fufficiency, Such 
their as have large and plentiful Eſtates, are greatly beloved 
| by the poor and indigent, if they fd them alſo to have 
large bearts and operl hands ready to diffribute unto 
s Of their wants and necesfities : none have fuch fufneſs and 
: laid plenty as the Lord Jefus Chriſte, and none fo willing to 
2dge communicate of his fulnefs unto the wants of ſuch as are 
witly poorin Spirit, and fenfible of their need, Col.1. 19, Je 
ings hath pleaſed the Father that in him all fulneſs ſhould dwell, 
aings There is not only plenty in him, but fulneſs: not the fuls 
; but neſs of the ciftern , but the fulneſs of the Fountain 3 not 
new the falnefs only of ſutficiency for himfelf, but the fulneſs 
cret! of redundancy for hispeople; not ſomefulneſs for 
_ ſome things, but all fulnefs for all things that are good ; 
zelietnot fulneſs for fome time and ta continue but for a 
mul while, bur all fulnefs doth dwellin him » and abide for 
whe all his people throaghour all Generations z and thisnot 
todepend upon the pleafure of men whoſe minds may 
Q and alter, but it bath pleaſed the Facher,ir dependeth npon 
the pleaſure of the Father who is always the fame, and 
w_ whoſe good will to his proper is unchavgeable, There 
of | TO is 
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is atwofold fulneſ in Chrift tor bis people here; be- 
Gdes his fulneſs of Glory which hath a reference toEcer- 
nity. Theceis a fulneſs of Mecit , and a tulneſs of Spirit: 
:,A.fuloeſs of Merit,in that full and perfe& Righteouf«] 
neſs which he hath wrought out for them,and which be 
doth impute unto them for their Juſtification, 2, Ther? 
is a fulnels of Spirit in Chrift,the Spirit being given uo! 
to bim without meaſure,which he doth impart 8 come 
municate unto them, for their Sar. Qification and Cen- 
{olation. Chriſtians you are empty,Chriſt is full; you are| 
poor,Chriſt is rich; you are indigent, Chriſt is All-ſuth 
cient: and will not you love Chriſt, whois able to d 
for you, beyond what you are able to ask or think, an 
is as willing as be is able to ſupply all your Spiritu 
necellities? will you not love Chriſt whois an over* 
flowing and everflowing Fountain of gaod , who hath 
inexhaaltible treaſures of Graces and Comforts in bim/ 
which are ſet open before you,and unto you,and everſ 
day you may freely comeand fetch ſuch jewels out of 
this treaſury, asare of higher warth and greater uſe 
ow any earthly riches in the greateſt plenty and abun: 
ance, | 
\ 6 Conſider Chriſts kindneſs and mercy, Allthe kind: 
neſs of Men is unkindneſs compared with the kindnel 
of Chritt,all the Mercies of Men are cruelty, comparee 
with theM ercies ofChriR, He is all kindneſs, all bowels 
all compaſſion, all pity,all grace, all mercy to miferabk 
lolt mankind ; I ſhall not enlarge here becauſe this wil 
fall under the ſecond head of arguments, taken fron 
the conſideration ot Chriſts Love, Andif you add thi 
kindneſs and mercyefChriſt to all his other excellencie 
and perfe&ions, ſarely he will appear to have incom/ 
parably the greateſt attraſtives in him for Love » unti 
any that have nota very thick veil of uabelief befor 
_ their eyes tg hide him from their view, 1 
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be-. Secondly, Coniider whar oor istothe Father.r,He : 
cer" jg mottnearly related to bim, 2,He is muſt dearly be- 
its} toy d by him. 
ou! r. Chriftis moſt nearly related,and with all moſt pers 
b be] fe&ly hke unto the Father, Allthe Creatures - are ces 
lated to God as their maker, but Gods children are 
| U0!! more nearly celated z the Saints are nearly related to 
OMe God, who are bis children by adoption and regenera » 
-00- tion ;the Angels are more neaily related to God who 
3 are} are his Sons by creation.and never were ſeparated from 
uf} him by tin; but the Lud Jeſus Chrilt is molt nearly re« 
0 dd} lated unto God who 18 bis S9n by eternal Generation : 
and thus Chritt is the only begotten Son of God, and doth 
itus bear his Image mot pertetly , being the brightneſs of 
Ver* his Fathers Glory , and the expreſs Image of his Per- 
bath (o1, This near Relation of Chritt,and his likeneſs to the 
him! Father doth call tor your ſtrongeſt love ; if you have 
Ver, reaſon to henovr the Father , on the ſame account you 
at &f have reaſon ta honour the Son ; if you have reaſon ta 
r uls Jove the Father, you have the ſame reaſon tolovethe 
bun' $gn, You will love the Sons of Princes, and will you 

hot love the Son of God ? you will love your own chil- 
ind: dren who bear your own Image, and will not you love 
Inel: Chrift who is the expreſs Image of God 2 we read of 
ared Chriſt, Pb:l. 2 6. Who bcing in the form of God , thought it nos 
weli Robbery ro be equal 21th God, Chriſt ( without Robs 
rabk bery or derogation unto God ) is equal with God in all 
$Wil Glorious Excellencies and perfeRions, andtherefore 
fron your higheſt and fGrengelt loveis his due, and without 
d thi robbery you cannot withhold it from him. 
ncieE + Chriſt is moſt dearly beloved by the Father, 2 Per. 
com yx,19 For be received from God the Father, Honour & Glory , 
unti 2vh-1n there came ſuch a voice to bun. , | fromthe Excellent 
efort Glory: This is wy beloved Son in whom 1 am well gens 
Wt... D 2 | 
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bethen that is wortby of the Fathers love ; ſurely is] 
worthy of youcs :. be that is chiefly beloved by the Fa. 
ther ſhould chiefly be betoved by you, 

Thirdly, Contader what Chriſt is unto all true Chri- 
ſtiens: if you be ſuch , Chriſt is your Shepherd , be 
feedeth you in green Paſtures, he hath laid down bi 
|/' Fife for his Sheep, and will you not love. ſuch a Shep- 
[// herd ?he is your Captain who hath conquered all ye 
// Knemies for you , and leadeth you on to take the ſpoils 
and will you notlove fuch aleader? Heis your Pr 
phet, whoteacheth you the moſtexcellent things that! 
ever were taught, the higheſt myſteries, the moſt g] 
| rious truths, which are of the greateſt concernme 
If to know and believe; and he teacbeth youin them 
f excellent way. by his Word and Spirit , opening you 

| underfiandings as well as bis truths, giving youligh 
1 andaneyeto diſcern this light z and will younot love 
15 foch ateacher? He is your High-Prieft who hath made! 
ſatisfadtion for you, and withall  maketh intercesfion 
far you, to reconcile you unto God and his intercesfion 
is ncefſlant and prevalent, and will yoanotlove fuch| 
an Advocate # He is your King who ruleth you moſt 
pawerfully and righteoufly,moft wiſely and graciouſly, 
and will you notlove fuch a Soveraign, He is your; 
BenefaGor the moi kind and bountiful,and no gifts are 
oomparable- unto his gifts, and will you not love fach 
2 friend 2? He a Brother, and if he be not a ſhamed 
to. 0wn you for his Bretheren and Siſters, will ic not be 
aſhame if yau ſhould:withhold from him your hearts ! 
He is your Husband, and yeu are joyned to him by tbe 
Spirit and Faith in'fuch Bonds as cannot be broken,and 
willnot you embracebim in the arms of your deareſt 
lore? He is your Redeemer who reſcued and delivered 
youfrom: Sin and Sathan, from Death and Very ith 
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Y is] hath redeemed you by price, the price of his blood,and 
Fa] path he notthen giventhe grear price for your love ? 
. . | he bath redeemed ao alio by conqueſt, and ſhall be 
bri-| ot make a conqueſt of your beacts ? Surely-you are als 

© together unwerthy of theſe relations if you do not pre- 
H bi ſent Chriſt withiyour moſt endeared and choiſeſt Aﬀe- 
heps! ions, Thus far the Motives drawn from the conſide- 
ration of what Chriſt is, 
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ne He 2d.ſoct of Motives to excite your Love to 
m Chriſt , may bedrawn from the conſideration of 


ou Chrilts love unto true Chriſtians. If you areChriſtians 
ight! indeed, Chriſt loveth you, 1, withthe Free(} Love, 
love; 2, With the truefi Love, 3. With che icongeſt Love. 
nade} 4. With the ſureft Love, | 
ofion! 2,  Confider that Chriſe Joveth you with the freeſe 
sGon, Love : There are many motives andattraQtivesy for 
fach; your Love to Chriſt, but Chrilts love to you ismoKk 
moſt free z nothing in your ſelves to draw and engage bis 
uſly; love, except deformity and enmity to him, except fi- 
your; thineſs which he loatheth , and wickedneſs which his 
$ are foulhateth be motives, There is no man in the world 
fach' that Joveth you buthe findeth or fancyecth ſomelove- 
med. lineſs in you, ſomething to be a motive to draw his 
dt be loveto yon; wite is a motive to ſome, wealth to others, 
ts! beauty to ſome, Rrength roothers, near Relation to 
y the ſome, dear love to others, liberality to ſome, ſerviceto 
,and others; greatneſs to fome,goodnels to others; likeneſs 
aref whether it be in good or evil is amotive to the love of 
ered the moſt; But Chriſts firſt love to you » is altogether 
He free, that which is a motive to men and induceth theic * 
Uatt D z love 
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loveto you is no motive towcliue the Love of Chriſt 
the tin which you brought, into the world with you 
.and the many t1us which buce you came into the wo 
have bees commitced by you, are enougb ruſh it 0 
all motives of Love in Chclt, uvty whom all lin 18 to 
dious and abominable. Whatever motive indueel 
Chrilt tolove you, it was not drawn from your (elves; 
bat it was drawn from bis own bowels. And will ndf 
this free love of Chcilt incline you to love bim?Doth 
Jove you molt freely, and will uot you love him mo 
dearly ? Did Chriltlove you withgut an, motive 
draw hislove } and will not you love Chrilt in who 
"there areſo many motives to draw your love ? 7 
Chriſt begin tolove , and will not you make a return 
- Did Clxilt love you under your detormity .aod will not 
you love him,io whom there is ſuch perfe& beauty ? I 
you now have any ſpiritual beauty, it is through the 
eomelineſs whichChrilt hath put upun you, but Chritti 
firſt love was free, which is matter ot the greateit ad: 
miration , and ſhould be a motive unto the greateſt af 
fe&ion. F | 
2, Conſider that Chriſt loveth you with the true{ 
Jove: Thereis little true love in the world, you have 
many that truly hate you, few chat truly love you ; and 
there is much dillimulation in the pretended love and 
affection of fomez all that flatter you do nottruly love ' 
youz love in ſhew andoutward appearance, in good 
words and fair ſpeeches is common » but love indeed & 
- 3ntrath, that evidenceth it ſelt io real ottices of Love 
where .there is the greateſt need , this is rarely to be 
found, Fob complainerch. Fob 6, «5,16, ty My br:thren hav 
dealt deceit fully like abrook , and as the flream of brocks they - 
faſs away i which are blackiſh by reaſon of the ice, and whereu 
he ſworw # hid : what time they wax warm they vaniſh, when 
# bor they are conſinued ous of their place, In the prov 
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riſt ſperity of 705 he had many friends, and their love and 
y Ou# -triendſhip did ſeem to have ſome ſtrength ' and confj- 
voils ſteney, like the ice upon the brook ; but when heat of 
t Out treuble and calamiry came upon Job, then the love of 
{00 his friends did melt and vaniſh away like iee and fnow 
Juced before the warm beams ofthe Sun: the love of the 
Ives! moſt is ſelriſh, for their own ends, and therefore when 
}l oat their love is not like to be beneficial, but rather create 
th be trouble and prejudice to themſelves. it comethto nos 
moſf thing. True Chriſtianity doth teach another kird of 
e td Love, and thoſe that are powerfully Religiong have a 
/hom eruelove, whichis ceady to ſhew it ſelf mot in an ads 
DiQ verſeeſtate. But nenedo orcan love you with ſuch a 
urn! truelove as Jeſus Chrift ; there is 00 flattery or diflimus 
I not Jatiooin bis Love; his love is not in the leaſt connterfeit» 
'?.It jrisnotin theleaſt ſeloſh and for bis own ends; he doth 
h ths not love you to receive good from you, but that he 
brit might dogood unto you; he loveth you ' not onely in 
t ad} proſperity,but chiefly he doth evidence his love in afflis 
ſt af Aion and advertity, Heis a preſent help in the time of 
| t:ouble, &then doth give the moſt tender demonſtra- 
rueſt tions of his love :he is touched with the feeling of your 
bave infirmities when you are tempted, & ſympathized with 
and you in your ſorrows when you ate affli&ed; he ſhewes 
and his Lovein viſiting you under your troubles,in ſupports 
love © ing you, in relieviog you, and in delivering you, Oh: ! 
2000 what love ſhould you have unto the Lord Jefus Chriſt 1 
2d & who loveth you with ſach a truelove, | 
over 3.Conſider that Chriſt loveth you with the ſerongeſe 
o be Love. His love is more ſtrong than death , more ardent 
haut than the Fire, which hatha moſt vehement- Flame, 
the) - The ſtrength of Chriſts love to you doth ſhew itſelf in 
erem the aQivity of his Love,in his doivg for you 5 and this 
when will appear in three things, »,In what he hatb dove for 
| D 
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yeu- 2- In what beis do.ng tor you. z. In what he will h 
do far you, n 
z, The ſtceogth and adtivity of Chrills Love to you jy 
doth ſhew it ſelt in what Chriit hath done for you 1 ſhalll p 
briefly name ſome particulars, x.1t was the itroug love! & 
of Chriſt which b:oughe him down trom heaven for! 1 
u ,to aſſume your Nature, what manner of love was: 
this that God ſhould become man ? that Spirit ſhould \ 
become fleſh, that be who made the warld ſhould bg! 1 
born of a mean Virgin, andall tor your ſakes! 2 It was! r 
the love of Chriſt which made him co fulkill allcighte+) « 
ouſnels tor Jus He yielded pertet obedience tothe 
Law both Mccal and Ceremonial , chat yoo might have 
the benefit of it. It was the love of Chriſt which made! « 
bim ſubmithiamſelfto che temptations of the Devil tor! i 
you, that he, ſuffering being tempted, might be able] 
to ſuccour you when you ace tempted, 4. It was the! | 
fave of Criſt , which made him endure the. coatradi-) . 
cons of toners for you ; he bore many affronts, cons] 
tamelies , envyings and blaſphemies of wicked men | 
that he might give you an example howctoearry your! 
ſelves under the like circamfRtances, 5 It was tbe Love: 
ef Chriſt which made him lay down his Life for you, 
Foh.ry,1z:14, , Greater love hath no man than this that 4 man; 
Jay down hu lift for hu fri:nd : ye are my fri:nds. That: 
fach a perſon as Chriſt, ſo excellent, ſo innocent;ſhould | 
undergo death, and ſuch adeath as that of the Crofs, | 
ſo diſgraceful, fo painful : thathe ſhould ſubmit co ſuch 
T2nominy, and endure fuch Agony,ſuch tearingsio his 
fleſh, ſuch preſſures in his ſpirit, and that with fuch res | 
ſolution and williogneſs, , with (uch ſubmitlion and pa- | 
tience, andthat for ſuch as you, although .oow his | 
friends, yet whilſt in aſtate of Natuce firangers and | 
enemies 5 here was Love [ironger than death / a the | 
| ight 
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e will height? Oh the depth ot chis Love ! There are ſuch a1 - 
menlions in this love of Chritt, as the longetiline of 
you of your moſt extended thoughts and imagivations cart 
ſhall never be able to.ceach and meaſure, 6, lt was the love 
love] of Chriſt which raiſed him again from the dead for you, 
1 for Rom.4.25. Who was delivercd for our offences, and raiſed 
way: again for our juſt; fication, 7 It was the Love of Chriſt 
ouid! which carryed him up from eacth to heaven, where he 
| be} was before for you, Job.16 7, Nevertheleſs 1 tell you the 
Was! rruth , it #s expedient for you that 1 go awayz for if 1 go not 
htes} away the Comforter Twill not come utto you ; but if 1 depart y 
the! 4 will end bim unto you. 
nave} _ 2, The firevgth and aRtivity of Chrifts Love to you 
ade} doth ſhew it felf in what he is doing for you, 1.He is ins 
for} terceding for you at the right hand of God; Row: 8, 34. 
ble! YVho is be that condemneth ? it u Chrift that died, yea rather 
the! rhat is riſen again, who i cen at the right hand of God, who 
adi-} alſo maketh _ interce//ion for w, It isthrough Love that 
ons} Chrift doth plead for you in Heaven, that your perſons 
ens} may be accepted, your lins pardoned, your prayers ans 
our! ſwered, and that the Holy Ghott may be ſent down to 
ve; you toteach ſanctifieand comfort you, .2, He is pre- 
ou, pariogaplace tor you, Job.14.2, ln my fathers houſe there 
nan; arc many Manſions , if it were not ſo I would havetoid you , 
hat : [4 to prepare. ns place for you. Itis through love that 
ald! Chriſt asyour forerunner is for you entredintothe glo- 
fs, rious Palace. that is above, to take poſſeſſion of it for 
ch | youzand tg prepare places there for your reception. 
his' 3. Theflcength and aQtivity of Chriſts love toyou 
es | doth ſhew iclelt in what he will do for you, ; 2 He will 
a-; keep you inbis hand that none ſhall pluck yowthevce, 
his | J-4 10.28, They ſball never periſh , neither ſhall ny man 
nd | pluckrhem out of my hand, Becauſe you arereceiyed in- 
he] tothe armsof his love > therefore you ſhall be kept by 
ht | D s the 
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the hand of his power, and therefore you ſhall neva | 
either finally or totally fall away. », Chriſt will mak. 
alkchings worktogether for-your good, Rom 8,28: nj. 
we know that AU things work together for good rothely . 
that love God, Chriſt hath an endearedlove to all yot 
thatlove God, your love. being the fruit of his: ant 
when Men and Devils conſpire together to do you . 
miſchief/Chrifts love will turn ir unto your ſpiritual ac 
vantage 3, Chriſt will land by youin trouble and : 

- death, Fobn 14+i8, I will not :ave you comfortleſs, 1 wi 

* come unto you, When affliction doth ariſe , eſpecially if if 
be for his ſake , and you are bereaved of all outward 
comforts, Chriſt will not leave you comtortleſs, whet 
friends fail, and fleſh fails, and heact fail, yea and life, 
fails; Chriſt will not fail, but willfland by anc 
firengthen you, and bea light co you in your'darkef 
hours, aftay to your Spirits when chey are ready t0/ 
tiok within you. 4.Atter death Chriſt wilt take care of 
your Souls, he will not tuffer them to wander they! 
know not whither, he will not ſuffer the Devil to ſeize! 
on them as his prey,but he will fer:d his Apgels to con-! 
du& & convey chem into the heavenly paradiſe, that 
where he is there they may be al'o, Luk,16 21: Andi 
cams to paſſe that B:ggar dird and was carryed by the, fAngels 
in'o Abrahams bm 2.Cor, 5.8 We arc confidemsl ſay. and; 
avilling rather to be abſ:nt from the body and preſant with the; 
Z.01d, $.Chriſt will caiſe up your Bodies at the laft day,! 
if your Bodies ſhould be conſumed by Fire .or drowned, 
51 the Warer,or rot in the Earth whatever becometh of 
them,the Lord Jeſus at his ſecond glorious appearance! 
will find them and raiſe them , and transform them in- 
to the likeneſs of his moſt glorious body, Fobn 6.49. 
«And this i the Fathers will 2ehich hath ſent me , that every, 
' ens which ſecth the Som and be/tevcth on him may have ws 
lafti 
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lafling Liſe ; and 1 will raiſe hin up at the daft day, Phillip.z, * 
20. 24, For our Converſation 11 1n Heaven , from whence 


we look for the Saviour , th: Lord Fr ſu Chrift ; who ſtall 


change our vile Body , that it may be jaſhioned like unto bis 


gloriow Body. 6, Chritt willfend tcrth his Angels to 
gather you intotbe ſociety of the Elect that have lived 
inall Ages and all Parts 0: the Woild , and toconvey 
you into his preſence , to meet himin the Air when 
be cometh to Judge the Woild, Matrh,z4,31, nd 
he ſhall ſend his Angels with a great ſound of a Trumpet , 
and they ſtall gather together his E1:6t jrom the four Winds , 
from one cnd of Hoaven unto the oth:r, [ Thefſ 4+ 16, 1,7 

For the Lord bin.ſclf ſhall deſecnd ficm Heaven with 8 


dlifs ſhout, with the vo.ce of the Archangel , and with the trum 
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of Gedz and the dead in Chriit ſball riſe firft ; then we 
which are alive and remain [ball b: caught up . together 
with them in the Clouds, to mect' the Lord inthe Air, 
7. Chriit will own you, and crown you, and admit 
you into the Kingdom of Heaven, which he hath pres 
pared for yuuy, Math :5.z34, Ti#*n hail the King. ſay 
unt» them onhir right hand, Come ycU-(ſ:d of my Father, 
inherit th: Fingd:me prepared for yau from the Foundation 
of the Wirli, Hereistirong and aRivelove indeed ! 
ard ſhallnot the co: ſideration of this love of Chriſ} 
raiſe and hiphten your love u'tohim? fſhallitnot 
provoke and excite you untoactivty of love, no 
the lively and mclt vigorous exerciſe thereof? hath 
Chriſt united himtelt to your vature ? and ſhallnor 
Jour Hearts be united to his Perſon ? hath he falflled 
all Righteouſneſs tor you ? and will not yau fulfill his 
command of Love ? hath he endured ſuch temptations _ 
contradictions & ſufferings upon your accaunt & given 
himſelf todye for you? and will not you give your 
Hearts unto him? hath he rifen from edged, and . 
aicens 
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aſcended into Heaven for you ? and will tot your AfſJe 
feQtions ariſe from the earth and aſcend into Heavenſtc 
where Jeſus Chriſt is ? Doth he plead in Heaven withe 
the Father for you? and will aot you hearken to h 
pron. by his Wocd and Spirit with you for yougc! 
ove ?is hepreparing aglorious Manſion for you in hitn 
Fathers houſe ? and will notyou prepare aplace fot ir 
bim andentertain him in the inoer room of your chiet y 
feſt AﬀeRions ? doth and will he keep you in his hand v 
and will not you embrace him in your boſoms ? will bg y 
make all things work together for your good?& will noe 
your Aﬀections work towards bim ? will he ſtand by x 
you'inttouble and at death,8& will not this put life int 
( 

| 

{ 

| 

| 


youre Jove ? will he ſend his Angels to convey you 

ſouls Into his preſence, when ſeparated from our be 
dies ? *and ſhallnot your hearts get to him and ſodgt 
with himbefore? will he raiſe up, vour Bodies at the lafl 
day?and will not the hopeg of this raiſe up your Aﬀes| 
ions 7? ſhall you be canght up in the clouds ro meet 
the Locd in the Air, and will Chriſt there own & crown 
you ?* and will not the b-lieving fore-thoughts of this] 
raviſh your hearts with love to Chriſt, and tranſport! 
you with unſp2akable joy? the irength of Chriſt; love! 
to you methinks ſhould engage your love for h'm, not; 
only in the trath ot it, but alio in the ftrength of it. | 
4. Conſider that Chrifi loveth you with the fureſt! 
love. Some Friends may love you awhile with ſome! 
kind of ſtrength and ardency , but (ach differences may 
ariſe betweenyon, as ſhall ſoon weaken - and cool 
their love, and of Friends they ſhill prove ſtrangers , 
yea become Enemies unto you: or if their love doth! 
abide it is not ſure, becauſe they may not abide z if their 
' Lovedye not whilſt they live , they may ſoon dye, and; 
thentheic love is atan end: but thelove of the _ 
elus 


 - totheunſern (rift. '47 
xr AfJeſus Chriſt nnto you is the moit ſure love : if he begin 
zvenſto love you he will continueto love you; if he love you 
withonce be will teve you tothe end or rather without 
to higend: the love of Chriſt is not ſubje& to mutations and 
 youtchanges like unto ours 3 it youſlag in your love. be will 
in hitpot fail in bis love,and though you offend bim, be is not 
2 fot irceconcileable z he may indeed upon unkindneſs on 
chiej your lide withdraw the manifeſtations of his love for a 
and} while, ' but be will never wholly cemove his love from 
ill be you,the love of Chriſt admirs of no changing, knows nG 
lnof ending, Chrittians, what motives can you find in awy 
| by perſon,or any thing io the world wbich you have ſeen, 
intd comparable totbote which you have in this Lerd Jeſvs 
,oud Cheiſt, though you have oever ſeen him ; Heis:@ Pers 
bod ſen moſt amiable in himſeif, his greatneſs,his holiveſs, 
ded bis wifdome, his faithfulneſs, bis fnlneſs , his kindneſs 
 laffi domake him ſhine with an admirable lufire; bis Relas 
fe-! tion to the Father, and tbe love which the Father dath 
eet| beartohim, bis Relation uato you, berg your Shep- 
wn] berd, your Captain, your Teacher, your Advocate, 
this! your Soveraign, your BenefaRor , your brother, your 
zort! Husband, your Redeemer, all theſe do eommend him 
ove] to your love 4 but when matchlcfſe beauty and loveli- 
not; neſs do meetin a perſon that doth bear matchleſs love 
' toyou, when this moſt amiable Lord Jeſus dotb love 
eſt; you with ſach afree love, ſuch a cordial love, fuch a 
me: firong and a@ive love, fuchafure and conflant love; 
ay; when his love isincomparable, ſurpaſſing allotber 
201 love, and incomprehenſible ſurpaſſing all knowledge. 
s,, O with what aQivity ardour and conſtancy, fhould you 
th! -Jove fo ſuitable an objeR, 


rd | | : $ E CT, 


from Chriſt call for your love? If the man that was born 
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53 
| T He third ſort of motives to excite yourloye uny bi 
Chcift, may be drawn trom the conliderationg © 
Chrifts Benefits, If you are true Chriſtians you hay F 
1,S$pirituallight from Chriſt. 2.Spiricual Life frora bin} b 
3. The Pardon - of tin from him. 4, The Robes @ it 
Righteouſneſs from him, 5 The Peace of Conſciency V 
from him. 6, The Joyes of the Holy Ghoſt from hi 
5. TheRiches of Grace from him. 8, The Dignity of 7 
Children from him. 0o, The Spirit of Prayer fro 
him. 10.Title tothe Kingdom of Heaven, with th 
firt Fruits and fore-taftes of it from him here , and ſh 
beputinto the poſſeſſion of it by him hereafter, - - | 
r, You have ſpicitual light from Chrittz Chriſt is the! « 
Sun from whom all the beams of this light do come!; ' 
time was when you were net o ly in the dark, but dark. 
neſs; but Jefus Chriſt did enlighten you, Eph, g. 8. For: 


,, 


ye wwere ſometimes darkneſy but now are yee light inthe Lordj) 
avalk as Children of the light : it is Chriftthat hath turned] 


you from darkneſs to light, that hath tranſlated you out] 
of darkneſs into his marvellous light, he bath cauſed a! 
marvellous light to ſhine into your minds, whereby he! 
hath diſcovered to you the wonderful things of the! 
Law, that thereby you might diſcern the odious nature! 
of Sin: and whereby he hath diſcovered to you the! 
wonderful myſteries of the Goſpel , that thereby you: 
might diſcern the excellency of Goſpel -pciviledges , & 

the exceeding riches of Gods Grace and Kindneſs | 


through Jeſus Chriſt, Chriſt hath opened your eyesto 


ſee the chiefeſt evil, that you might be delivered from | 
it , and the chiefeſt good and happineſs that you might | 
attain unto it, And dothnot this light which you have ! 


blind 
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blind, and was cured of his oaturall darkneſs byChriR, 
did love Chriſt for this favour, ſo as boldly to plead for 
> uni him before the Phariſees , though he were for it caft 
ong out of the Synagogues, as you may readin Jobs g. 
haw How much mece reaſon have you to fave Chrit, who 
| binj bath cured you of your Spiritual darkneſs 3 which bad 
2s d it continued, you would have gone blindfold to H-ll , 
en Where there is blackneſs of darkneſs for ever ? 
big? 2. You bave Spiritual life from Chriſt : you were ſpi« 
ty of ritually dead, and Chriſt hath quickned you, Eph. z t. 
fron You bath be quickned who were dead in fins and treſpaſſes, 
1 the W e read that Chriſt raiſed Zazarw from the dead atter 
ſhalf be bad been buried four dayes, Fobn1r1, Lazarm did 
. 4 love Chrift before, but ro doubt this Reſurrection 
; the of him ſo wonderfully did endear his love to Chrift 
me; exceedingly: and ſball not Chriſts raifing ycu up from 
ark- you Spiritual death, raiſe your hearts unto a great 
For) height of love to Chriſt | you will 'greatly love one 
7rdj) that is inſtrumental to ſave your natural life, when in 
ned! great hazard & danger , eſpecially if he ſhould doitby 
out: venturing his own and will younot greatly love Chriſt 
d a} whohath given you ſpiritual life, which is far more exs 
he: cellent than thelife of nature z and when he dyed that 
he: you might live, and when if yon had not received this | 
we: pirituallife from him, you could not have eſcaped eter- 
he: nal death, 
ou: 3: You have thepardon of fin from Chriſt : this 
& | Chriſthath purchaſed for you , and the purchaſe hath 
(4: Coſt him dear,even his blood which was of more worth 
to fbanthe treaſures, were there ſo many, of ten thouſand 
m: Worlds; this Chriſt hath ſued out for you by his inter; 
he | ceſſidn at the righthand of God. Whilſt you were un- 
re] derthe guilt of fin you were bound over by the Ju- 
Rice of God to uffer the vengeance of eternal F rh. 
ut 
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but being pardoned your obligation to fature puniſhl i 
ment js taken off, aud you are no more [yable to wrath] t 
tocome, and the vengeance of Hell, ' than if you had 1 
never finn'd. And will younottove the Lord Jeſu] | 
Chriſt, who hath procared for you fo great a privij | 
ledge? weread of one that had much forgiven her, & | 
ſhe loved much, Zuk. 75.47. and have not you had much * 
forgiven? have not your lins been very namerous, and} | 
very heinous ? and bath Chriſt obtainedthe pardon off” 
them alft?and will not you love Chriſt mach ? | 
4. You have the Robes of Righteouſneſs fromf | 
Chriſt: you are born naked of Original Righteouſneſs} | 
and you could not work out any a&tualRighteouſneſy] ? 
for your ſelves that might cover your nakedneſs, whats | 
ever you wrought your ſelves it was rags that could 
not cover you , and it was filthy rags which did pollutg « 
and defile you, Chrfft hath given you the Robes off ! 
his perfe&tRighteouſheſs to cover and adorn you with# | 

all, and therein you are accepted as perfe&tlyRighteor 
in the ſight of God, O how ſhould we love the Lord] ' 
Jeſus for this Garment ; if your Bodies were naked & + 
one ſhould give you clothes to cover you, eſpecially if} * 
they were rich clathes, y ou wenld love ſuch a perſon jj . 
and will yay notlove the Lord Jeſus Chriſt who hath] | 
given you a garment tocover your fouls, & that a very} | 
| 


rich one, even the Robes of his moſt pure & unſpotted 
Righteouineſs which by Faith is put upon you ? 

5+ You have peace of Conſcience from Chrift. This 
is that peace which the Scripture telſeth us paſſeth all un} 
deritanding, Ph11.4.. 75. It paſſech all underſtanding to} 
know the worth of itz ſuch as have this peace would 
pot leaveit upon any account, they would part with 
Eſtate or Liberty , or Life rather than part with their 


peace z and thoſe which have it not , but now do my 
an 


o ro the nnſeen Chriff,” &t 
Diſh] and negle& ie, yet ifchey be awakened by the ſides of 


rrath} the Grave, and when they are come to the cotifines of . 


1 had Ecernicy, then they would value this peace, and would 
Jeſus] give all the world (were it at their diſpoſe) for it, This 
rivid Jewel of peace you have from Jeſus Chriſt , he bath 
r, 8 purchaſed itfor you, the chaſtiſement of your peace 
auch} was him, and be hath promiſed and bequeathed 
and} it in bis laſt will and Teſtament. unto you , Jobs 14, 275; 


n off” My Peace 1 leave with you , my Peace 1 give unto you, In 


his reconciling you unto God he bath laid a foundation 
rom for this peace + inall you that are true believers; and if 
neſs} be have moreover ſpoken peace to you in giving you 
nefe] well-grounded evidences of your Recanciliation; if af= 
hats fer cailing a Storm, he hath ſent a calm into your Spi- 
zuld rits , & given aſweer ſerenity onto you in the teſtimony 
tats of bis Spirit toand with your Spirits that your is 
s off made with God, O how ſhould this draw forth your 
ith4 love to Cheiſt'? | 
ou 6. You bave the Joyes of che Holy Ghoſt from Chrif; 
ord! We read of the Theſſalonians,that they received the Wrrd 
| & in much Afliflion,with Foy of the Holy Ghoſfl, 1 Theſſ.1,C" 
ly iff Such are thoſe Joys ſpoken of in the Text, which are #»s 
on if ſprakable and full of Glory, Theſe ate not carnal joys 
.ath} but Spiritgal, which ace of a higher nature and ſweeter 
ery} reliſh,thac have a higher obje&, and are the beginnings 
ted} of Eternal Joys; if you bave theſe joys in any meaſure y 
you have them from Cherift ; heſends the Holy Ghoſt 
"his! from heaven to be your comforter , tofill your Hearts 
«n-\ with ſpiritaal joys, and ſhall not your hearts then be 6+ 
zro] Ted withlove tothe Lord Jeſus who is the Author of 
old! chem ? 
ith 5, Youhavethe riches of Grace from Chriſt: ifan 
of you were poor and ready to ſtarve with hanger and 


cold, and a rich man Ro give or knd to you _ 
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full of Gold and Silver, or a Cabinet fall of Jew 
worth many thouſand pounds; would you not lov 
ſucb-a Benefaftor? the Lord Jeſus hath given youtt 


riches of Grace , the leaſt meaſure of which isreally of| 


more worth than the vaſteſt treaſures of Gold, Silver & 
precious Stones, that ever was gathered together and 
heaped up by the moſt wealthy man that ever lived up 
@n the face of the earth; and will you'not love Jeſu 
Chriſt who hath given you theſe ineſtimable riches ? 

8, You bave thedignity of Children from Chil 
1 Fobn 3.1. Behold what manner of Love the Father hat 
be ſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be called the Sons of God 
thispriviledge of Adoption is beſtowed . upon you 
rot only by the Father, but alſo by the Son z Fob» 1.1 
But as many as received bim , tothem gave he Parr to be 
come the Sons of God , evento them that believe on his name 
Weread of ſome raiſed from the duſt, and lifted u 


La) 


from the dunghill co fit with Princes, P/al,rr3.9.8. Itiq* 
a far higher advancement to be lifted up; from thy - 


dunghill of fin, and of flzves to luſts, and Children < 
the Devil, to be made the Sons and Davghters of tt 


Lord Almighty. This honour have all the Saints z andiq 


is Jeſss Chriſt who hath'conferred this honour upc 
you; and will not this endear your love to Chriſt } 


8. You have the Spirit of Prayer from Chrift; bein 


Sons, the Spirit of the Son is ſent down into- your 


Hearts whereby you are enabled toſay Abba Father 
Gal. 4.6. through Chriſt you bave acceſs unto God b 
the Spirit, Zpb 2.18  Itis the Spirit of Chriſt whict 


helpech your inficmitiesin Prayer , that formeth. your 


Petitions, that enableth you to Pray with Faith 8 Lif 
and Fervour. Through Chriſt you have free Admit 


tance to the Throne of Grace,through Chriſt you have 
Alliance by his Spirit co pray in prayer; throughChril 


\ 
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you have Audience ;" arid Gracious Returns; Olo 
are you beholden unto Chriſt ? and 'how ſhould you 
love'bim.?. 
M - 19, You have a Title - tothe Kingdome of Heaven 
NY ſrony Chriſt) Theongh Chrift you are Children, and 
nd through Chtift you are heirs, Ir is Chriſt that gives the 
Grſt Froits' of the heavenly Canaan, the earneſt ofthe 
7 futore Treaſure and Inberitance which be bath pro- 
'4 miſed, & the foretattes ſometimes of thoſe Joul raviſh- 
ing pleaſures, which the Saints ſhall bave in Fulneſs,and 
| to Eternity, when they are received op intoGlory, And 
it is Chriſt that hereafter will give Poſſeſſion unto you » 
1 ofthe Kingdoms of Heaven, At the day of his glocious 
124 Appearance,” after hehacth owned you beforethe 
9 *# whole 'World of Angels and Men, atid honoured yoE 
ans to behis Aﬀeſſors in his judging and condemning the 
| wicked; 'he will. receive you' with Acclamations of 
Iti\ Joy and Triumph, into the Gloriens Pallace of the New 
19 Fernſalem y ' where you ſhall have + the beatifical Vifon 
? &} and Fruition of the Glorious Fchovah,and be made par- 
the! takers of ſuch Glorious Felicity as hath not now evtred 
"diy into your hearts tocoriceive. And will not- the confi» 
P09 deration of alfthis ſet your hearts on fire withlove to 
4 Chriſt Chriſtians, is thete any Perſon like to Chriſty 
eng Perſon #' is there any love like to Chrifts lovezare chere 
/Our! any benefits like to Chiriſts benefits ? No, no he igin- 
ber | comparable in all ; methinks then yoo' ſhould: by 
| by! this time feet your love toChriſt like Fire to born with- 
dich} in withavehement flame ? or methinks your love co 
'oun Chriſt -ſhoald be like water, I mean the waters of 
if the San@uary ſpoken - of Ezeck.41.3. 4:4, which aten. 
wits tranoswete but to the Ankles,' #lictle further were up 
| to the Loyns, a little forther a deepRiver' overthe 
| kead,where a man Wyfow; methinks you ſhould 
 PRnecYy & | pee- 
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perceive anencreaſing of your love under theſe y 
motives, if your love were more ſhallow at firſt, 
thinks by this time it ſhould bave get ſome depth:w 
fuch Winds do blow,the waters ſhould flow aud over 
flow, methinks your love to Chcift ſhould be raiſed un 
to a high tide, and run with a ſtrong Stream; Thus f 
the motives drawn from the conſideration of Chri 
Benefits, all which are ſo many Ocators tor your lov 


, 


nn 


SECTION. XIV, 


'T He fourth and laſt fort of Motives to excite you | 
love to Chrift may be drawn fram th e.conlide} 
ation of that love which Chriſtians bave. 'or {hou 
Dave unto him ; and here conſider, 1, The Duty,2, Thi 
Priviledge.z, The Honouc,4. The Wiſdom, 5,The E 


cellency. 6.The Neceslity. 7. The Uſefulneſs. 8. Thy 
Delighcfulneſs, g. The Attainableneſs of this love 
jeſus Chrilt, 

. 1, ConGder it is yeur duty to love Chrift:if it be you 
Duty to have a Natural AﬀeQion unto Parents an( 
Children, .,it is much more your doty to bave ſpicitus 
affe&ions unto Chriſt: If it be your duty te have cor 
Jugal affetion anto your earthly Husband and Wife i : 
ts a greater duty to have conjugal love unto this yout 
freventy Hasband, If it be your Duty toleve bretbce 
Siſters and Kindred, that love you, it is a greater Dut 
to love Jeſus Chriſt, who loves you above all Relations 
if it be your Duty to love yourE nemies,it is much more 
your Duty to love Chcift whois your beſt Friend,; Iti 
the will of your Heavenly Father that you ſhauld love 
Chciſt ;the Devil would bave you hate him y but Ge 
would baye you love him, and whether itbe molt 
-- cealot 


. tothe wnſeen Chriſt, 6&5 
reaſon that you ſhould obey the Will of God or the 
Will 'efthe Devil, judge ye, Itisthe Willof Chrift 
that you ſhould love bim; che will of che fleſhis againſt 
this love; but whoſe will ought you to comply with- 
| all ? you are not debters to the Fleſh that you ſhould 
6bey its command, neither are you debters to any 
Creatures to give them your choiceſ} affe&iong , but: 
you are debtors untoChrift to give him'your chief love 
__ | Chriſt bath 'moſt right to your love , and will you not 
give to'Chriſt his due 2 if you are bound to give men 
{ their dae, are you not much more bound togive unto 
Chriſt bis dave » Chrifts due is your beſt, and have you 
YOu anything better than your bearts to preſent. him withs 
ide all *-wilt Chriſt accept ofany =_—_ at your hands , 
ous ſhould you withbold from bim your hearts ? had you 
Thy chouſands of Rams > andten thouſand Rivers of Oyle 
* EX! to offer to him , had you allthe treaſures of the earth at 
Ti your diſpoſe, and ſhouldlay it down all at his feet, it 
> 0 wouldbealiflighted and diſregarded by him, if yon 
giveaway your hearts from him. 
your © - 2. Confider it is your Priviledge that you may love 
 a0f Chriſt, that Chriſt willgive you leave todo it, & kindly 
Rug accept of your Love, Should Beggars fall in love with 
cont} Princes in order to the marriage Union, both their Pers 
fezif fongamd Love would be rejeted with ſcorn , anger & 
you! diſdain: There is afar greater diſtance between you 
bre —_ Chriſt, than there is between the higheſtPrince 
and the meaneſt Beggar zand yet the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
o0s doth give you leave tolovehim with a ſpiritually con- 
hore - jugallove, in order totheneareſt ſpiritual Union and 
Itis Conjuriftion: and notwithſtanding his greatneſs and 
dve; your meaneſs , heisnot aſhamed to give entertainment 
2d) unto your Love z althaugh' you are mean as Crea- 
| tures, and bave beenfo vile ag Sinners, yet he dohtnot 
22; E 3 - ſc orn 
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ſeorn and difdair'you, but both Perſons and:Loye may. 
find readyiacceptance with him. It is your duty to love! ' 
Chriſt becauſe he commands you, and it is yours Priyi.| 
ledge that you may love Chriſt, becauſe he allows you]. 
egdo jt, - i . 

z. Conſider itis your Honaur to Love Chriſt. The} 
real Hanour of any is nat the .Noble Blood which rung 
in their veins.the high lineage from whence they are] 
deſcended, the great Titles with which they.are; in 
veſted,or the molt eminent earthly dignities unto-which 
they are advanced : The Heathen could ſay, Ez Genw| 
(5 Proavos, (5 gue non fecimus ipfi vix eg nofira-veco 5 Qur) | 
ſtock and noble Anceſtors, and what we bave not done} | 
ar deſerved. qurſelyes, we can bardly call. qyc.own.| 

| 


And Virtw ſola © unica Nobilitas ; Vertue is the.poly} | 
true Nobility. And the Scripture  tellethus ;.that zbv 
wile? Men are exalted ,- Pſal'y2. 8. and 1hat the moſt bigh| 
rulcth in the Kingdom of Men, ' and giveth it to whomſoever), 
he will, and ſetteth up over it the baſei#t of Men; Dan4. 17.) 
Princes and Nobles by their. Vices and Wickedneſſes| 
ray render thersſelves more yile then the earthunder}. 
theic Feet, mare baſe than the mire in the Streets,: The} 
Word of Ged accounteth bly them to be truly honou-! 
rable ,that aretruly Gracious z and this Grace ob-Lovp! 
to Jeſus Chcift'doth put a great Honour andluftce upon! 
all thoſe that have it. There is no greater and higher; 
obje& for your love than the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, a per-! 
fon of ſq great eminency and excellency: the Love of 
Chrift doth enohle the heatt , and none - in the world 

have ſuch truely : great and generqus Souls, 8s thole | 
who have the greateſt lovets bim According to the.| 
Spicit.ſqis the Man,either, Baſe-or honourable; and ace | 
cording to the chief love., ſo'isthe Spirit g if your | 
Heart do chiefly loye any: inferious things, 3s " = | 

__ 


, 


| 
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lunary things are, hereby you aredebaſed and diſho- 
poured : if your Heart chiefly love Chriſt who is a ſus 
perior good and ſuperlatively amiable , bereby you 
are dignified and become truly honourable, -We read 


of Hope (that isthe Grace of Hope) that /* kerb nes 


aſhamed, Rom,y,s, And the ſame may be ſaid of this 
Grace of Love to Jeſus-Chriſt , "is maketh not aſham- 


ed. The moſt inthe World | do Jove thoſe things 


which one time or other will make them aſhamed; - 
the covetous will be aſhamed of their love of Riches , 
and the voluptuous will be aſhamed of their Love ' of 
Pleaſures, and the Ambitious will be aſhamed of 
their love of Honours ; diſappointment of Happineſs 
and true contentment will make all aſhamed of their 
inordinate Creature-love , eſpecially when they come 
toreap the bitter Fruit of their Sin in tbgir everlaſting 
puniſhment, Rom,16-21, What Fruit had you then in 
thoſe things Tvheveof you are now albamed , for theend of 
thoſe things is Death, - But thelove of Chriſt maketh 
not aſhamed, it is nomatter of diſhonor 'and therefore 
neither is - nor will be matter of ſhame for any tolove 


} Jeſus Chrit- with the greateſt Strength and Ardency 2 
+} ifthe wickeddadefpile and ſcorn Gods people, upon 
| the account of this love, their ſcorng ace their reall glos 
| ry, ason the contrary their efteem of any upon the acs 
| countof (in, isareall ſhame and&lifhonour. 


4. Contider, Itis your Wiſdom to love Chriſt, Dear, 


| 46 Keep therefore and dothemns'; for this is your Wiſdom and 


Ungerftanding in th: fizht' of the'' Nations, which ſhall 
hear theſe Statutes, and ſay ſarelythis great Nation #8 
Wife and Und:rflanding People, None have: ſuch 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding - as thoſe who have. and 


| keep: this. Statute - and Commandment tofove 'the 


Lord. Jefus.' Chriſty P/al.' 11211110, The fror ' of #be 


=_ 


| Farthtowards that abje& which is mgſt ſuitable an 


The tywe '( briftians Love, | 
Lord u the beginning of Wiſdom, a good Underflanding ham, - 
all they that do bu Gommndwents, The fear of the L 
and the loye of Chit are alwayes in conjundtion , 
rather the farmer dath inglade the latter ; this is the be 
gioning and chief part of Wiſdom , and thoſe bavet 

greatelt nnderflandings, who baye the (ſtrongeſt aff 
Rigns tothe Lord Jeſys Chriſt, The loye of Chriſt i 
the molt reaſonable and tberefore the moſt wiſe love 
Thatloye is mol} reaſonable , which is chiefly carryed 


really meſ} Amiable ; none (o ſuitable and amiable an 
objec as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as appears jn what bath 
been already ſaid concernjog Cheitts Perſon , - Chri 
Love, 3nd Chriſts Benefits, Such asloye other per- 
ſons or things witha chief love, they are miſtaken in 
the gbjes of their love, they apprehend more excel: 
leney and deſirableneſs jo them, than really is in them 
and ſq their Jave is a fooliſh love and unreaſocable, 
there being nothing reall y worthy of it, nothing really 
amiahle in the chiefplace beneath and beſides Chriſt,; 
Sach as make choice of Chit for the obje& of their] 
chief laye,they make the wiſeſt choice, there-are really} 
thoſe excellencies in bim which they apprebeod , and| 
beyand - whatthey can poſſibly apprehend and cons, 
ceive. They arg Bals that ace flow of heart tolove| 
Chriſt , and they are maſt wife that are moſt forward | 
unto this love. | It is. your Wiſdom tolove:._Chriſt | 
chiefly, and to love Chriſt: ardently, ſach Wiſdom as 
will make your faces ſhine in the eyes of goodmen, and 
which will pyt a luſtre apon your Spirits in the eyes of 
God ? True Wiſdom doth not cenbiſt in the invention 
ef curiqus and quaint Notions, in the framing ſound 
and rational Dedudtions, in uttering the ſenſe of the 


mind in neat and florid CXPr elliens;: but RM | 
"Oe on 


| . to the uyſeen Chriſt, 69 
| dom dothligin the cight placing of Aﬀections, & none 
have attained ſo high a pitch ot true Spiritual Wiſdom 
asthoſe that ave attained the bigheſt picch ot lore to 
Jeſus Chrift, 1t is matter ofgrextwonder, when there 
is the greateſt reaſon and the ftrongeſt arguments for 
thelove of Chriſt, that Men of the greateſt Parts and 
learning; who bave beard of Chriſt, do not ceadily fall 
inlove with him , ,and attain higber degrees of this 
love, than others of a more inferior capacity : But the 
Scripture muſt be fulfilled, Math,rr1,25, 1 thank thee 0 
Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth , b:cauſe thou baft hid 
theſe things from the Tviſe and prudent, and revealed them 
untobabes, Such of you as are but Babes in worldly 
Wiſdom and humane learning, as have but mean vatu- 
ral parts, and vo improvement by education,yet if you 
love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt above all perſons and things 
inthe World, you are far more Wiſe than the greateſd 
Schollars that are without this love, 
. 5, Conſider theexcellency of this Love unto Jeſus 
Chciſt ; asthe knowledge of Chriſt is the molt excel- 
| lentknowledge, Philipians 3, 8. Yea doubtleſs 1 count all 
i things but loſs, for the Excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt 
| Feſmmy Lord: Sothe Love of Chriſt is the molt excel. 
lent love, Itisa love of che moſt excellent objeR , the 
Lord Jeſus whois ſo excellent; itis aloye of the moſt 
excellent original, it cometh down from Heaven, it is 
wrought by the Spirit of God: it is a love that renders 
' them moſt excellent that have it, The wicked that are 
without this love, arelike droſs : the Righteous that 
have ic are like Gold z the wicked that bate Chriſt, are 
like dirt 3-the Righteoos that love him are like Jewels; 
other :loyes do darken and defile, the love of Chrift 
doth brighten the Spicit and renders Men truly illos 


Acigus, andthe excellent of the earth, 
ME - 6,Cons 
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6. Conſider the Ne 'd 

| Chcifſt, F 4 07 22. 

1, The loveof Chriſt is univerſally ne&eſſaty : 
of you haveneed toda this thing, and others of yo! 
have need to do that; but all of you have the greate 
needtolove Chriſt; ſome of you have need” of thi 
Friend, and to love him, that you may keep him, 
and others of you have need of another Friend, one 
Friend, cannot ſerve the neceſſities of all;but all of you 
haveneed of Chriſt for your Fried : he isthe only 
Friend that can ſerve all your neeethties, and you have 
need to love him above all Friends; it is necellary that 

ou whoare poor ſhould love Chriſt , whohave but 
| fon or no Friends; and it is neceſſary that yon who 
are rich ſhould love Chriſt who have many Friends ; 
Chriſt being a Friend inftead of all tothem chat have 
none, and better than all tothem that have the moſt, 

2, The love of Chriſt is abſolutely and indiſpenſably 
neceſſary; itisnot neceſſary that you ſhould climb up 
into a high ſeat of dignity and honour; but itis abſos 
lately neceſſacy that your Aﬀe&ions ſhouldclimb up 
and aſcend to Jeſas Chriſt who is above; it is not ne« 
cefſary that you ſhould abound in wealth, that you 
ſhould have full bags, and full coffers , and much riches | 
in your houſes , bat it is abſolutely neceſſary that you | 
ſhould have ricbes of this Grace of love to Jeſus Chriſt | 
in your Hearts. Food isnot ſoneceſſary to fatishie þ 
your hunger , clothes are not ſoneceſſary to cover your 
nakedneſs, houſes are not ſoneceflary to ſhelter you | 
from the injury of the Weather ; the moſt needful 
thing is not ſo neceſſary to your bodies , as this love to | 
]-ſus Chriſt is neceſſary to your Souls, You may be | 
poor andin the loweſt conditioh here on Earth , & yet | 
be truly happy whillt yon live , and Eternally bappy 

| | wn 
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in the other world,if you bave thislove,to Jeſus' Chriſt; 
þut without this love whatever your Riches, and Ha- 
nours, and Friends, your earthly delights - and enjoys 
v! ments be though never fo delirable, never ſo pleotitul, 
you ace milgcable; and ſhall be, miſerable, You may 
love gther Perſons and things in the world ſubordi- 
nately, but you muſt love Jeſus Chriſt chiefly , other- 
wiſe you are under the curle both of the Law & Got. 
pel, agd youcannot eſcape the vengeance of Hell. 
; 9, - Conſider the Uletulnels of this love unto Jeſus 
Chciſt, | 
1, Theloveof Chriſt isuſeful in Proſperity to bal. 
laſt the Hearc, that it be not ovecſer with the full pales 
of a flayciſhing condition : ,it is of. uſe tomoderate the 
AﬀeRions tolawful things; and itis ofuſe tokeep 
the Heart from anlawful and (inful loves, if Chriſt have 
« | notyour bearts z ſome baſe and fooliſh lufls will have 
them > which will wound your Con(ciences with guilt, 
up} & peirce your hearts thoraw with. many ſorrows. 
os} * 2: - Theloveot Chriſt is uſeful in Adverlity, to bear 
up} upthe heart from ſinking and being overwhelmed with 
e«} the Winds and Waves of Trouble and Affliction; itis 
20} ofuſetoeſtabliſh che Heact from being extraordinarily 
es | moved inthe moſt Rormy times: not only Faith but 
28} Love tooisofa fixing nature to keep from- amazing 
iſt! fearsof eviltidings, and the greateſt perils; and of a 
ie > firengthning Nature to ftay ar:d ſupport the Spirit and 
1r} keep off prelling Griets & defpondencies in the darkeſt 
and molt doleful days, 
3, Thelove of Chriſt is uſeful to quicken and excite 
@ | untoduty, this makes the yoke of Chriſt ealie, and 
e | will enable you todraw cheerfully therein 3 -chis 
ft | makesthe burden of duty (lo accounted by the mo}, ) 
y | tabe no burden inclteem3 if you bave much love 
7 unto 


| hearts will beenflamed hereby with zeal for your Ma» 


. can throw atyou; loveto 


72 . Thetrue (triſtians Love, * 
unto Chriſt you will account duty co be your” privis 
tedge, and the ſervice of Chriſt to be freedome, & none 
of his commands will be grievous, but all of them joy* 
ous unto yon: if you have much love unto Chriſt, your 


ters Glory, and you will neverthink ' you can do too 
much for him, | | (12254 
4. The love of Chriſt is uſeful to arty you againſt 
Temptations. If Faith be a Shield , Love to Chriſtisg 
Breaſt-plate againſt the ſharpeſt Darts which the Devil 
| Chrie doth garriſon 'yout 

Hearts againſcthis Enemy , and is a ſtrotig defence a- 
gainſt any overtures which the Devil may make in his 
Temptations to draw you - to fin : how can Ido this 
eviland offend my dear Lord, will be* the anſwer of 
love to repel temptations toſin,whatever alluring prof- 
fers they be accompanied withal. Tem will 
have no force to prevail over you if this love of Chriſt 
be ſtrong within you, | 
5- Thelove of Chriſt is uſeful to fit you for the croſs 
and the greateſt ſufferings which you may be called un- 
to for the ſake of Chriſte, If you have greatlove to 
Chriſt, you will be ready to ſuffer for Chriſt with pa* 
tience and with chearfulneſs ; the heavieſt croſs will 
ſeem light, diſgrace and ſhame will be accounted bo- 
nour; lofſes will be eſteemed gains, pas, pleaſures, or 
at leaſt priviledges: priſons will ſeem Pallaces, & death 
will be accounted life, O how have ſome run tothe 
ſtake and embraced the Flames of Fire kindled to burn 


them, when they have felt the fire of love to Chriſt 


burning ſtrongly within them ! thus this Jove is uſefull | 


in Life, 
6. The love of Chriſtis uſeful at death, Thislovein 
its irength will put a beauty upon the aſpe of _ 
| | | whic 
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to the unſeen Chrift, 73 
whichſeems ſo grim andterrible unto the moſe, If 
you bave -much love to Chriſt, you willlook upon 
death "as 'Chrifts meſſenger ſent for you to bring you 
out ofthe dark Prifon of the World and the Body, and 
toconvey you intothe Manſions of Glory, where your 
deac Lordig,and you will not be unwilling to leave the 
Worl|dthat you may live with Chriſt, 

$. 'Confider the ſweetneſs of this love unto Chriſt. If 
there be ſweetneſs in the love of the Members,there is 
much more ſweetneſs in the love of the head z if there 
be delight and comfort in the love of Chrifts diſciples 
for their Maſters ſake, there is much more delight and 
comfort inthe love of Chriſt himſelf the Maſter for 
his ewn ſake 5 the Apoſtletelleth ug of comfortin love, 
_—_ that is in the Jove..one of another, but the 
conſolations in the love of Chrift arefar exceeding ; 
there are no fach ſweet motions of Heart , as thoſe of 
the irong and fervent outgoings of it in its love to 
Chriſt, eſpecially when Cbrift doth draw near and 
manifeſt his love unto the Soul, Chriſt doth rejoice 
in his ſove unto his Diſciples » and they may rejoyce in 
their love to himy and this joy inthe love of Chriſt is a 
full joy : Fobn 15, 11 Theſe things bave Iſpoken unto you 
that my joy may remain in you , and that your joy may be full ; 
in the former verſe Chriſt ſpeaketh ot his love to them - 
and here of his joy in them they were the obje&s of 
his joy as they were the obje&s of hislove, and ac- 
cording tothe meaſure and ſtrength of their love ta 
C briſt, ſo is the folneſs of their joy in Chriſt. Cant, 4.9- 
Thou haft raviſhed my heart, my Sifler my Spouſe, thou haſt 
Yavilthed my Heart wwith one of thine eyes, with one chain of 
rhy neck : they arewords of Chriſt the Beloved, unto 
his Spouſe the Church,expreſlibgthe raviſhing delight 
whichhe found in ber looks - of Faith, or glances of 


love, 


_ --. The trut (hriſtians Love , 
Love, andthe chait of Grates which ſhe was adorned 
withall, How then may 'your Hearts be ' raviſhed 
with unſpeakable delight in looking upon Chrifts moſt 
amiable face, and' inthe fervent aRtings of your lave 
unto him ? when a glance of his Eye, a ſmile, a beam 
from his countenance dothenkindle a fire inthe breaſt, 
and this fire of love to Chriſt doth burn and lame ; O 
| bow ſweet is this flame, beyond what tengue is able 
to expreſs, ENED | 
9 | AndJlaſtly, Conſider the Attainableneſs of this 
loveto Chrift. © Bruits are not capable - of this love to 
Chriſt, but you are capable : as your minds are capable 
of knowing him, ſa your heatts are capable of loving 
him, Others have attained this love who were as 
much without it, and as much averſe untoit,' as any of 
you may be. Here you are capable, hereafter if you 
live anddye without it, you will be utterly ancapable. 
You have now the means of Grace, and as of other Gras 
ces, ſoof this Grace oflove to Chriſt; inthe diligert 
uſe of the means yori may attain thereanto. Thus T have 


done with the motives to excite you unto the love of 


Chciſt, 


— 
CO ———_ 


SECTION XV, --+ 


T He ſecond thing .propounded in the Proſecution | 
of the uſe of Exhortation was to give DireRions, | 


and the dire&tions will be of two forts, | «, How te 


attain this love to Chriſt, +». Wherein to ſhow this love | 
to Chriſt, Firſt, How toattain this love to Chriſt, | 
and here Iſhill, 1. Dire& you how youmay attain this | 
loveto Chriſt in the truth of it, where you are wholly 


without it, 2. Dire& you howto attain much of this 
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tothe miſeen (hriſt. 75 
love to:Chriſt , where you have it but ina low degree 
and weak'meaſure, The , frft dire&ions then ſhall 
be, how you that are Gracele(s, and Chriftleſs, and 
wholly 'without this love to Chriſt , may attain this 
love to Cheiſt, y 

1, If you would attain this love unto Jeſus Chriſt 
whom you have never ſeen, you muſt get athorow 
periwaſion that there is ſuch a Perſon as Jeſus Chriſt, 
and that he'is ſach a Perſon indeed, as the Scriptures 
haverevealed bim to be. The reaſon why Heathens 
and Infidels'are without love to Chriſt is becauſe they 
bave never heard of him, and thereaſon why many 
nominal Chfiſtians that have haves of Chriſt are with- 
gut love to him, is becauſe they are not really pers 
ſwaded that there is or ever was ſuch a perſon as Jeſus 
Chriſtin the World, If you would attain this love yoa 
muſt give firm aſſent to this Truth(which is the greateſt 
of all ; and the very pillar and foundatien ofthe whole 
Chriſtian Religion,) that Chriſt really is, and that the 
Hiſtory of himis no cunniogly deviſed Fable, If you 
bavereaſon to believe chat there was ſuch a Perſon as 
«Alexander the Great, thatthere was ſuch perſon as 
Julius Ceſar , both which lived before Chriſts time ; 
you have more reaſon to believe - that there was and is 
fuch a Perſon as Jeſus Chriſt : you have only Prophane 
biſtory for the former, but you have ſacred hiſtory for 
thelatterz you have onlythe writings of men to teſtifie 
the one, but you have the word of God in the Holy 
Scripture to teſtifie the other. You have as much rea- 
{onto believe the hiſtory of the Goſpel as to believe 
any other hiſtory, and you have more reaſon to believe 
the biſtory of the Goſpel than to helieve any othec 
hiſtory. I ſhall ſuggeſt oneceaſon amongſt many 
that might be mentioned,. The Hiſtory of the Goſpel 
Ow was 


76 The true 
leived by as learned men as any in the wortd , in and 
near the time of their writing , which beliet ſome of 
them ſealed with their blood, which they would never 
have done had they fouad any reaſon tofuſpet the 
truth of this hiſtory, which (had there been any ceaſon 
of ſaſpition) they might ealily have found oat in thoſe 
times when ſuch a grand Fable as this ( bad it been a 
Fable) could not poſlibly have gained credit among 
wiſe and inquilitivemen z eſpecially when it would 
have been their greateſt worldly Intereſtithe preſervas 


tion of theic Eſtates and Lives;to have disbelieved and |} 


diſowned it. If, beſide the Apoſtles, all the learned 
Fathers ( whoſe Works are extant amongſt us, who 


lived near the Apofilegtimes,and ſome of whom ſuffec- |. 
ed Martyrdom for Chrifts ſake ) did fee reaſon to be- | 


lieve that there was ſuch a Perſon as Chriſt 1 
furely you have greaſon to believe, and-'no folid 
reaſon to diſcredit the report of bim in the Hiftory of 
the Goſpel, And whett you have attained a firm af- 
ſent unto this, get a full perſwaſion that Jeſus Checift is 
ſuch a perſon as the Scriptures dorecord andreftitis 
him to be. Be perſwaded' of his Amiableneſs, his 
Greatneſs, his Holineſs, his Wiſdom, his Faitbfalneſs, 
his Fulneſs, his Kindneſs, the Relation he ftands in to 
the Father, his onely begotten and dearly beloved Son; 


was written by unlearved Fiſhermen , -andit was bei 
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the Rejation he ftandethin to his People, eſpecially in 
bis Offices of Propher, Priei7, and Xing, as I have (et ' 


him forth in the Motives to fticre up Loves acquaint 
your ſelves with the Hiftory of his Birth fo Wonderful, 
of his Life fo Holy, ofhis Works ſs Powerfull, of his 
Do&rine ſo Heavenly, of his Sufferings ſo great; of his 
Death fo painfull, and yet fo voluntary , of bis Refarre- 


ion, Aſcenſion, Seſlion and Interceſſion at the right | 
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| to the unſeen Chr, 77 
lang of God, ſo needfull for as, as'you have this Hi- 
(tory upon record in the New Tettament : the affeat 
tothis in your Minds, will be a preparative for the at- 
taining of true Love to Jeſus Chrilt in your hearts, 

z. It you would attaintroe Love unto Jeſus Chciſe ; 
you multget Convittion of Sin, and a ſenſe of your need 
of Chriſt,” The prevailing love and liking of Sin is its 
confitent with true love anto Jeſas Chriſt; fach as love 
Chriftdo hate Sin, and fach as love fin have an Enmiry 
apainſt Chriſe ; Whileſt your hearts goe after yoarCo+ 
vetoaſneſs, or your Voluptuonſnefs , of are ſet upon 
any other Wickedneſſe, your hearts cannot be ſet apon 
Chrift, Before you can fove'Chriſt, your hearts muſt be 
taken off from (in, - Get therefore a convition of Sin 


, asthe greateſt Evilin the world, Be perſwaded what 
'- | anevilthing and abitteritis; to ranks 


reſs GodsLaw, 
and thereby co affront the higheſt Majeſty » the great 
King of Glory, LookintotheWord and Law of God, 
and tee whatis there required, what is there forbids 
den, andthen look back gpan your Liyes,.or look into 
the Regiſter of your Confeiences, that you may find out 
whar your fins of Omisffon andCommiſſtion have been, 
Take aview of your tranſgrelſions ofthe, Law ; and of 
your difobedience aifo unto the Goſpel z ard as you are 
gilty before God, fo labour far a clear fight and deep 


| fenfe' of your Guilt, tow youare under the cucſe for 


your Difobedience , how you are liable totuine and 


; erernaldeflruttian for your fins. Look upon lin as the 


moſt mifehievous thing jncbe world; ifetece be - 
evil in any temporal calamities which evec did befa 
any of the childfen ofmen, yea ifchere be any evil in 
furure miferies, inthe extremity and eternity of Hells | 
Plagaues md Puniſhments , be perſwaded that there is 


 farmore evil in fin whichis the cauſe of all, Think how 


F wile- 


78 | Thetrue Chriſtians Love, 
miſerable you are whileſt under the Guilt andReigning \ 
power of fin, that the Worm is not fo vile , that the] 
Toad is not ſo full of deadly Poyſon, that the filth of the} 
Earth isnotcomparable. untothe filth of your. fins. 
Think bow baſe and ditingenuous you have been,how 
raonſtrouſly ingrateful to your Maker and BenefaQtor,) 
what Traytors and Rebels you have been to your Su- 
pream King and Soveraign, Think what peril and dan- 
ger continually you are in of Death and Hellhow weak 
the thred of Lifeis which ties Soul and Body together , 
which may be ſuddenly cut .when you are leaſtaware;| 
when you are moſt ſecure; and then if you be found} 
in a Chciſtleſs ſlate, your Souls will bz conveyed im- 
mediately unto a place of cemedileſs and eternal mis 
ſery.Be perſwaded that you are undone irrecoverably, 
unleſs the Locd Jeſos Chriſt do help you , that you are 
foft for ever.unleſs the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. do ſave you, 
that you cannot eſcape the dreadful Vengeance df 
God, but muſt be tormented . moſt horridly andever' 
[aſtingly , amongſt the Devils and the damned in Hell, 
unleſs the Lord Jeſus Chrit dodeliver you fromthe 
Wrath which is to come, . The fight and ſenſe of fin, 
your miſerable condition thereby , and of your indib 
penſable need of Chcift, will make way for your Love 
pfhim, If any of you were in debt many thouſand 
pounds unto a ſevere Creditor, ;and had not one penny 
to diſchargeit, and you were threatned by him tobe 
thrown into Priſon , where you muſt lie. androt and 
ftarve and die-without hopes of celief or releaſe,except 
ou could make payment of the debt: And if you ſhould] 
ook ofſach a Rich man that were willing and did 
proffer to be your Surety,and to pay all for you; ſurely 
you would haye an endeared Love to cham and 
ene 
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Benefa&or't Your tins aredebrs beyondthe vaſtett 
ſumme of Money that ever was ow*'d or pay'd, & you. 
are notable to pay one farthing, to give the lealt ſatizs 
fation unto God, unto whom you are indebted; and 
Gods ſevere, and (triftly juſt, and without full fatis- 
faction to his Juſtice , he willthrow you into a worſe 
Priſon than the moſt naſty doleſom Priſon on Earth, I 
mean into the Priſon of Hell, where you mult lie with» 
outthe leaſt relief, or any hopes of releaſe; The Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt proffers tobe your Surety, to pay off all 
tor you, : and to give you a tull diſcharge ; were you 
feeble what a Debt Sin is , and what a Priſon Hell is, 
facely it would work your hearts unto an endeared 


'Love of ſuch a Friend and Surety , who alone can keep 


you out ofthis dclefome dreadful] Priſon, into which 
without bim you will certainly and may ſaddenly be 
thrown. If any of you werefick of a Death-threatning 
diterper, and you had made uſe of many Phylicians z 
but none could doyougood ; and if you ſhould hear 
of one Phyſician who could aſfuredly and would rea» 
dily 8 freely cure your diſeaſe, & fave your lifez ſorely 
you would thankfally make'ufe of this Phyfician , and 
his kindneſs would exceedingly engage your Love:Sin 
is the Souls ſickneſs, you arefick antodeath, Sin when 
it is finiſhed will bring forth Death, not only Temporal 
but eternal;lt is the Locd JeſasChritt only that can cure 


you of this deadly Sickneſs, that can remoye your Sin , 


and thereby deliver you from thisdeath of deaths, Get 


aſenſe ofthe dangerous ſickneſs of Sing and yon will 


prize and uſe and love the Lord Jeſus Chrilf, whois the 
only Phyſician of value in this:caſe, Kany of you were 
guilty of Murder, or Theft, or High Treaſon, or any 
other heinous breach ofthe Law ofthe Land, for 
which you were nos. arraigned, accuſed,and 
z con - 
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condemnedto be banged or-burned , or to a more tor- 
menting Neath- than eicher; aod if you ſhould hear of 
a Prince at Court that bad begged the Pardon of ſuch 
Gcimes, for ſuch MalefaQtors, and had obtained,and he 
ſhould ſend to you to lignifie; his willingneſs to do the 
like for you 3 ſurely you would thankfully accept of 
fucha proffer, and would love this Prince as your life , 
who ſhould thus preſerve you from : You are all 
Guilty of high Treafen and Rebellion againſtthe King 


of Heaven, jo your breachot his Law,and you are con- | 


demned by this Law, nottobe hanged for it, or be 
beaded, but co be burned for it , to be burn'd in the Fice 
' of Hel, which is unquenchable ; The LordJefusChriſt 

&the Prince of Glory , aFriend in the Court of Hea-» 
' $8 Who hath procured a Pardon for many ſuch ma*+ 
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lefators, and ſendeth to you to (ignifie bis willingneſs | 
to procure your Pardon, if you will make uſe of bim : 


Surely, if you have a ſenſe of your Crime and Danper, 
yot will apply your ſelves unto Chriſito ſare you, & 
you. will nat withhold your Love fromſuch a one as 
frould ſhew you ſuch unparalleled Favour. 

3. It you would attain. true. Love unto Chrift, you 
mult get an Intereſt in Chriſt , you muſt lay bold on 
Chrift by Faith, that you maybe united to him,and re- 
lated to:bim 3 Itis Faichthat works Love,tothem that 
believe Chrift is precious, but by Unbelievers he is 
fleighted, and canvaot be beloved z without Union to 
Chriſt yau will have no affeion to.Chrift: the found as 
tion.of Love iglayed in the Relation to tbe beloved, 
and. ehis Union ta and Intereſtin Chrift, itis only by 


Faiths ifthen pou would embrace Chriſt io the arms | 


of your Love, you mull 6rRtTay bold: on Cheift, and 
ceceive him by thebandof Baith. Whatever Motives 
and AttraQives of Love there he in Jefus Chriſty, they 
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to the anſeen Chriſt, 8x 
will be none to you without this Intereſt and Relation: 
Chriſt is a Pecſon moſt beautifull, moſi lovely and as 
miable , but he willnot be' ſo im your eyes, fo long as' 
you are | withour the eye -of Faith 3 heis great and. 
powerfull, but ſo much the worſe for you, becauſe 
without Intereſt in him, his power is engaged aygainf 
you : heis pure and holy, and whileſtin your fins you 
are thereforethe more odious in his fight; he is wiſe 
and knoweth all things, thereforeis privy to-all youe _ 
fins; he is moſt true, and therefore- willfalfill his 
threatnings againſt ſuch as go on ſtill in their treſpaſſest 
be is full, but you wicthoutintereſt in his Perfon have 
no ſhare ia his fulneſs; he is kind, butitis' to thoſe 
that arecelated to him, but what is this to youthat ate 
Uabelievers ? he is a Shepheacd to his Sheep, bat you 
ace Goats; heis a Captain to his Souldiers, but yeu 
are Enemies ;j he isa Teacher to his Diſciples,but you 
are the Devils Scholars ; he is a Gracious Soveraign , 
bat it is to his Subje&s, youarerebells: He is a Priefk 
to his People, baving made fatisfation and doth make 
interceſſion for them ; but you trample hisgblood ut - 
der his feet, Heis aFriend and BenefaQor to his 
People , but you are Strangers, he is a Brother , and # 
Husband to his People, but you ſtand in none of theſe 
Relations; - heis a Redeemer to his People but you are 
Slaves and Captives, 

The light which he gives is moſt ſweet, but you arg 
darkneſs: thelife which he imparts is moſtexcellent , 
but yonare'dead in fins and trefpaſſes; he gives par- 
don of fin, bat you are under guilt : he gives Peace of 
Conſcience, but your Conſciences are (till wounded 
and ſeared : 'he gives the Joyes of the Holy Ghoſt, but 
you are in datiper of etertial woes; the Robes of his 
Righteouſiteſs are moſt Righ, but you are naked: - 

ciches 
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Riches gf his Grace are ivetlimable, bot you areill 
poor ; che goley of being made the Sons of God is 
molt admirable,  buc you are © hjjdren.of the Devil z he 
yes acceſſe ynto God io. Prayer , but youre ſtill at a 
Ciltances begiyesa Title to the Kingdom of Heaven, | 
but . it you continue ip your prefent ttate, you will be 
ſhut atlaſt out of the Pallace , which is above, and be / 
thrult down into the Priton: of Hell which is below, | 
What then are all theſe motives to draw forth love to 
Chrif-ynto yas, that have no intereſt in. Chiiſ} 2 - itis 
Union and Relation unto Chriſt, and intereſt in him by 
Faith, which pots life into theſe motives that they may 
indeed attgz&love z O then be perſwaded . without 
further delay to endeavour after this intereſt in- Chriſt ; 
oamyſt haye it, or you are lott irrecoverably, you will 
miſerable eternally; and you may attainthis intereſt 
others bave attained it, as mean, andag vile as your 
felves; and you are called unto Chciſt,O be perſwaded 
then t@ come untp Chriſt, and joyo your ſelves by Faith 
unto hims. that yoo may have intereſt in Chriſt and in | 
all bis Benefits, It you ask me what this Faith is that 
gives an jntexeſt in Chriſt; whatit is tobelieve; I any 
{wer oyt of Fobr g.12,that it is toreceive Chriſt, Bu?ro 
4s many as received him tothe gave he Power to become the 
Sons of God, even tothe that Relieve in bus Ngme, Be 
perſwaded then to receive Chrifl apd accept ofbim up- 
onthe termsof the Goſpel, Receive and take hold of 
Chriſt by the band of Faith. And that you may da 
this, 1, You multlet go your bold of fin , if your bugg 
fio in your boſom , it you harbour- baſe Loſts in your 
Hearts ,. yu capnot receive and give entertainment 
, toChrciſt there; you mult thruſt fin out, (if you would 
let Chriſtin, 2. You muſtletga your hold - onthe 
World; I don'tlay you myſt letijtga out 0 your 
NU9z 
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tothe mnſeen (hriſt,” | $5 
handy and throw away the eflates which God hath 
given except it be to part with ſome proportion in a 
way of Mercy and Charity,and except you becalled tg 
leave all cather chan to forgoChriſt or any of bis Truths; 
but you muſtſet che World go out of your Hearts , the 
World mult not fit upon the Throne of your Hearts , 
that ſeat mutt be celetved for Chriſt, chiet love and in< 
ordinate love totheworld andthings in the world 
mult be takenoff, 3, You muſt let go hold of felf: your 
owt Riphtcouſneſs and all felt confidences mufibe 
parted with,you muſt be humbled and emptied of your 
telves, if you would be prepared for the receiving of 
Jeſus Chriſt,  & receiving otthat fulneſs which there js 
in him, And then, 1,Receive Jeſus Chrift as your High- 
Prieſtta reconcile youunto God, truſtitig alone in his 
merits & mediation.z.Recewe JeſusChriſt as yourProg 
phet co inſtru&t & lead you in all truth by hisWord and 
Spirit. z'Receive Jeſus Chriſt as your ſoveraign Lord & 
King torule you, 4: Receive Jeſus Chriſt as your Caps 
eaintotread down your ſpiritual Enemies under your 
feet, 5*Receive Jeſus Chrilt in all his Relations ofShep- 
herd, Friend, Brother, and efpecially in the Relation of 
an Husband, and joyn yourſelves to him , and make 
over your ſelves to him, dedicating and devoting your 
ſelves tohim, and giving up your felvesto be guided). 
guarded, provided tor, and governed by him, This is to 
receive Chriſt, and this is to Believe, this gives Union 
and Relation, and intereſt in the Lord Jeſus, and if you 
do thasjoyn- your ſelves to Chriſt by Faith; you will 
quickly feel love to Chriſt to ſpring forth , to work and 
aQ, and that vigorouſly; and to bring forth ſuch fruit 
in the life as ſhall evidently ſhew , that love to Chriſt is 
rooted in the Heart, 
4 If you would attain NE” love to Jeſus Chrilts 


4 oh 
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. bediligentinthe ule ot all thole means whichGod bath | 
appointed for the-working ot jc, I ſhall ioliapce goly in | 
| £wo means... 

_ x, Bediligent. in Hearing | the Word preached : as 
Faith cometh by Hearing ,to loveto Chriſt is wrgught 
by the (ame means, . Hear ang your Soul, (bal Jive, laith 
the Prophet, 1/@, 55. 3, and I aqay ſay , beas that your 


* ww» = 


Hearts may Jove, that where the Eye cannot, the Ears | - 


may affe& the Heart with lave tathe Lord Jelus Whilic 


Lydio was heaging Paulgreach, her heart was gpened, | 


+Afi.16,14.20d whillt you are beacivg Minigers preach 
gf Chciſc , your Hearts may be opened to receive him , 
and croembrace him - in the arms af your deaceſtlove » 
See AAF-11,15.. «1s 1 b:ganto ſpeak the Holy Ghoſt fell on 
Them, as au 1 at the beginning 1. whillt Peter was preach» 
ing and the Gentiles were heariog, the Holy Gholt was 
fent down from Heaven and,tel|-upon them ; .and ſa 
whilſt you are bearing the Word,. God may give forth 
pf his Spirit ta work this Grace of Ipve to. Jelus Chriſt 
{o your Hearts... 4 i | og 
a Bediligent, and earpeſc;mm Prayer unto:Godfor 
this love, eanfeſs and; bewajl befpre him your want of 
this loye, tell him you deſerve a double Anatberms, be- 
eaſe. you danot loye Chriſt, and withall ' txil hjm you 
cannot of your ſelves loye him, that you can aseal)ly Jitt 
up a mountain to Heaven, as lift. up your hearts unto 
Chriſt; but defire that be wayld'draw up your love to 
Chciſe by his Spirit, Beg of bim that he would put 
ont the fice of Luſt , and all inordinate creature love » 
and that he would enkindle afire of love in you 194bis 
moſt lovely Jeſus, which oq coreuptigrin your Hearts 
may be able extinguiſh, Andin your Prayers preſent 
your Hearts to the Lerd Jeſus, offer them up freely.ta 
him,znd defire thathe would accept of them » that ” 
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, would take bold of them, and cake poſſeſſion. of them 


and ere@ his Throne in them, and an Everlaſting habis 
tation ſor himſelf, OY 
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| H Aving given diretions how you may attain the 


& 4 Trathof love to Chriſt where youare witbbout | 
it, 1 come now to give diretions how you may attain 


| much of this love to Chriſt > where you have it butin 


alow degree and weak meaſure, Would you attain 
much love to Chriſt 7 _ 
ct, Bemuch, in Contemplation of Chriſt z. gonſider 
often what motives there are of love in him, preſſe them 
upon your Spirits; and labour to awaken and rouze up 
our Hearts nato the vigorous exerciſe of this love. 
pend time in ſecret retirement, and there think, and 
think again, of the Syperlative Excellencies and Pers 


- feRtions which are in Chriſts Perſe n, how wonderfull 


and matchleſs his love is, what heights in it that cannot. 


| be reached, what depths in it that cannot be fathomed, 


what other dimenlions which cannor: be comprehend-, 
ed; Medicate oft :n of his benefits , how incomparable 
his love+tokens be; and whilit you are muſings you 
may feel the fire burningg whylit you are looking you 
way feel your Hearts leaping ; whilk youare taking a 


' view of him, ere youare aware, your Hearts like the 


Chariats of Aminadab, may runto him ; Otheraviſh- 
ments ot love / the tranſports of Soul ! which ſome Be- 
lievers have faund in their retired thoughts .and views 
of Chriſt. Get ofren into the Mount of Divine Cons 
templation, and there look. upwards uvto Heaven, and 
think with your ſelves, .. Yond:r, Yonder above the 
Li's WET Bf ah ſhin 


8 The true | Love, | 
ſhining Sun is the more glorious Son of Righteouſneſs; 
there ac the right hand ofthe Throne of God, is my be- | 
loved Jeſus the Son of God ſeated and though he be lo | 
bigh above me both io-place & dignity, yet he thinketh | 
upon me and pleadeth for me, ard many a gift bath he * 
thence and ſent by bis Spirit conveyed untome, and 1 
can ask nothing of the Father in his name, but, if it he 
really for my good, Ihbaveit by hismeans, Odear 
eſus, bow lovely artthou in thy ſelf , the darling 6f 
aven ! the Delight of the Father ! che Admiration of 
Angels! O what brightneſs of Glory, what ſhining lo- | 
fire artthoy arrayed with? thou arrclothed with moſt | 
excellent Majeſty and Honour, thou art girded with 
infivite Might and Power ! the beauty of thy face' is 
moſt wonderfull, the fmiles ofthy countenance are 
moſe ſweet and delightful, and doth this lovely fair 
One, this faireſt often thouſand , this moſt excellent 
and altogether lovelyPerſon bear a particular love to 
me? toſuchavile worm asme? totuch a dead Dog 
as me? toſuch an undeſerving, ill-deſerving, hell-de- 
ſerving (inner asmes? O what marvellous kindneſs is 
this? whatinfinite Riches of Free Grace ! doth he 
know me by vame ? hath he given kimſelf for me ? 
a'd given himſelfto me ? and ſhall not I give him my 
heart? amTIwritten in his book, redeemed with his 
blood, clothed with his Righteouſneſs, beantified with 
his Image ? hath he put the dignity of a Child of God 
upon mey and prepared a place inthe Fathers houſe 
for me? O wonderful! O admirable ! what ſhall I 
render? what returns ſhall Imake ? had I a thouſand 
tongues, ſhould I not employ them all in ſpeaking his 
praiſe? had la thonſand Hearts ſhould Inot prefent 
them all astoo mean to thank offering unto bim. 
And. yetam Iflow, flow of Heart tolove _ 
| an 
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to the unſeen Chrift, $> 
and ſweet Jeſus? awak: O my Soul? awake fro 
thy dulneſs and typidity ? ſhake off thy fleep which 
glyes thine eye-lids lo clole together, ſhake out the 
duſt of the Eacth which hath got intothine eyes and 
keeps thee from the view ot thy beloved, Ariſe O 
n-y Soy], and liit up thy elf.. untetter thy feet , w:clog 
thy ſelf, take the wing and mount up aboye the sky 
and vitible Heavens, even to the place where the loves 
ly and dear Jeſus is. Take thy leave of the world, and 
all chings therein, Bid farewel to the flattering honours, 
the deceitiul Riches, the gloziog Pleaſures, that are 
here below : bid adieu tothem, and leavethem to 
thoſe that place their chieteſt happineſsin them : if 
Earth hath thy body ,for a while, yetletithavethy 
heart and chietelt affc&ions no more z come 0 my Soul 
alcend and ſpar alott unto the Heaven of Heavens, the 
way untg the Huly of Holies is acceſſible, the vail is 
rent, the face runner isentred, and thou mayelt have 
entrance too. with thy Thoughts, and Defres» and 
Love:,and Hopes a'd Joyes; there thou mayſt ſee and 
view , and admire, and embrace thy deareſt - Lord 5 
there thy Heart may tind a fit objeR for its Love, even 
thy deareſt Lord J<tus, who wil notreje& anddeſpile 
thee, but give kiud entertainment unto thy love, and 
withall give the fullet and (we: teſt returns; ' there thy 
Heart may find arqQom to diſpole of it ſelf, and not only 
a lodging like that ot a wayfaringman for anight , but 
an habitation wherein todwell and to take up its- 
eternal abode ; let thy Heart be thy fore-runner, that 
when thy body djops off trom thee thou mayſt know 
where to betake thy ſelf and find ready entertain- 
ment there wherethy Heart hath been long before, 
Why doſtthou hang downwards O my Soul ? why 
dofitbou bead fo muck tothe Earth ard hwy 
"Rs | hings 
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things ? whatisthere here below chatis not beneath | 
thee, and aſtogether un worthy of thy love?how empty | 


and vain» and thorny are theſe things ? don't waſt thy 
time, weary thy ſelf for very vanity, don't prick and 
wound thy felf with theſe things any more, What aileth 


thee O my Soul, that thow art fo backward to the Love | 


of Chrilt 74s it becauſe thou canſt not ſee Chriſt with 
the Eyes ef thy Body ? thou ſhaltſee him with thoſe 
eyes hereafter, when he comes in his Glory, and thy 
body is raiſed- and repaired, and fitted to bear ſuch a 
fight: thon- canſt notfee the Wind, butthou heareſt 
its noiſe, and feeleſt its blaſts : and doſtthon nothear 
Chriits voice in his Word ? doſt thou not feel the 
breathings of his Spirit in his Ordinances, Thou art 
inviſible chy ſelf O my Soul , and art thou ſo drenched 
in fl:-ſh, that viſible obje&s ſhall have more Pawer to 
draw down thy heart, ' than this moſt glorious object 
(thong now invilible ) ſhall bave power to draw up 
thy heart ? dofithouqueition and doubt of his love to 
thee? and doththis damp and diſcourage thy Aﬀe- 
Rion? whoſe Image isthis which is engraven upon 
thee ? igit not the Image of Chriſt > what writing is 
that upon thy heart isicnot Gods Law written by 
Chriſts Spirit 2 whoſe deckings and adornings haſt 
thoo got about thee *? what B-auty is this which is put 
vpon thee? isit not Chrifls omzlineſs 2where hadſt thou 
thofe Bracelets, that Ring, thoſe Jewels, that chain of 


« Graces? are they not Chrifſts love-tokens whicb he 


hath given thee? and yet wilt thou doubt of his love ? 
if thou feeleſtcorruption ſtrong, yet doſtthou' not pers 
ceive ſome Grace ?. although it be weak ? haſt thou 
not forme love to Chriſt, although it be low # arenot 
thy defices chiefly aſter him, which evidence thatthy 
chief love is to him ?and is it fo with any batſuch whom 


Chiſt. 
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Chriſt doth love ? doth nat Chriſt love fieſt > and yer 


| . Wilt thon queſtion his love? baniſh then thy fears, fi- 
| lencetby doubts O my Soulrouz? upthy (elf and climb 


up by the Jzcobs ladder which is let down  tothee 
tom Heaven , and ſettle thy love upon Jeſus Chriſt and 
thoſe things which are above, where Chriſt (its at the 
right hand of God, .,, Suchreticed contemplations of 
Chriſt, and Soliloquies and pleadings with your own 
Souls when alone by your felves, will tend exceediogly 
ta the promotion of your love unto Chriſt, 

z, Would you have much love to Chriſt } .Be much 
in Reading and Studying the Scriptures. The 8crips 


| turesacea Glaſſe in which Chriſt may be ſeen ,, be cans 


not be ſeen Face to Face in this World, this is the hap*- 
pineſs of the, Triomphant Church in Heavenz. not of 
the Militant Church upon the Earth y what may bere 
be diſcerned of Chriſt, it is inthe glaſs ofthe 8criptus 
res and Goſpel Ordinances }. thisis that glaſs ſpoken 
ofy 2 Cor,z.18, We all with open face behalding awina glaſs 
the Gloryof the Lord , art changed into the ſanae irnage from 
Glory to Glory, Chriſt is the Glory of ——— the 
brightneſs of his Fathers Gloty ? would. you bave 
much love to him , be often-laoking, veiwing and be- 
holding of bim in the glaſs of the Scriptares, by much 
beholding of him, you may be trangtormed more and 
more into the likeneſs of his Halineſs, and idtothe likes 
neſs of his Love, which is Gloey begun. The Scrip- 

tures have the Image of Chriſt engraven vpon them ; 
the Image of the Father is apon the Son, nd theImage 
of the Son isupon the Scripturesz there you may fee 
the PiQure of Chriſt, the Beauty. of Cheift , atleaſt 


ſomelineaments are there drawn by the hand of God, 


although nat fully and to thelife,. 1 mean-ſuch; you 
will fee in bim when you come to behold him face to 
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face in Heaven , yet his Beauty is drawnin ſuch pro. 


portions - and with ſuch ſhadows as you ate now ca- | 
pable of bebolding, Would you kavemuch love untes 


Chriſt whom you have never ſeen } look much upon 


his Pifture and Image in the Scriptures, The Scripeures | 


are Chrifls Love letters, In the ſecond and third Chaps 


eers of Revelations, Chriſt doth lend ſeven Epiſtles to | 


the ſeven «Afian Churches ; there are . many Epiltles 
and Love-letters as ic were in the Scriptures;e|pecially 
in the New Teſtament, wherein Chritt dochgivemcſt 
kind expreslions of molt endeared Love unto hisPeople 
. Read much and indy Chriſts © Love-letters; eſpecially 
thoſe partsof the Scriptures wherein Chriſt doth ex- 
preſs meftofhis kindneſs and love, See: how kindly 
Chriſt dottexpreſs bimfelf, Fob.14,v. 112, 3.13.16. 19.13, 
19; 20,24, 22523, 27, Chap.,ry, v,9,131 14,1 5316, Chap.16, 
.7.22424j26,27 33. Chap.ty. v.gr0,nt,i5 20 21,224233 
24:Chap,10,v.17, Readvften and conſider fuch places, 
Letthe'Word of Chriſtdwell cichly in you; and his will 
feed and maintain your loveto Chrift,this is a means to 
have Cheili dwell in your hearts, not onely by Faith, but 
alſo by'moſt endeared Love, ] 
z- Would you have much Love to Chriſt ? be much 
in Prayer unto God for this Love, Epb.6.23. Peace be un- 
fro the Brethren and love with Faith from God the Father. 
| Notonely Peace is from God, who is called the Godof 
Peace, ' and Faith from God, who works it by his Ale 
mighty power. :- but alſo Love is from God , whois 
the God of Love ; he circumciſeth the heart to love 
himſelf, and to love + his Son. This love of Chriſt is a 
Grace ofthe Spirit z which God doth freely give and 
powerfully work,' the Beginnings of it,the Increaſe of 
it, allthe Meaſuces and Degrees ef it are from wor 


RE PRE WE 


to ny 
.Plead how much it will be for his Glory > that you 


to the unſeen Chit, PI 
If you: would attain bigh meaſures of love to Chriſt, 
you muſt apply. your ſelves unto God iv Prayer , and 
therein diligently ſcekto him for it, If you would have 
much lovetg Chrilt in y our hearts, you mult be often at 
the Throne of Grace upon your Knees; and there 
bumbly acknowledge, it not the want, yet the weak- 
neſs of your love to Chriſt, bewail your Sins which do 
damp your AﬀeRions, andearneſily requeſt chat he 
would work your hearts unto a ſtrong love; be importus 


| nate in Prayer for this follow God day by day with the 


ſame requeſts, plead with him for it , 61l your mouths 
with Arguments, and fill your Arguments with Faith 
and fervent Deſires. Tell him, whatever loyelineſſe 
and love there bein Chriſt, whatever attraQives to 
draw forth your love , yet of your ſelves you age uts 
terly unable. to put forth the leaſtmotion oftrue alfes 
ion unto Chcjſe, Tell bim, that this love to Chriſt 
thooghit be your duty,yet it is bis Gift, that you ought 
toattit,but this you canngt do,unleſs he works it. Tell 
him how eafily he can enkindle this Fire of Love to 
Chriſt in your boſoms, and blow it up into a flame, Tell 


him, he hath bid you to ask and you ſhall have, and 


whatever you ask according to his will he heaceth, 
and that itis hig will you ſhould love Chriſt not any 
truely but alſoſtrongly, Tell him, you deſire much . 
Jove to Chriſt, and thattheſe deſires do come from 

himſelf, and therefore earneſtly deſire the fulfilling of 
them. Tell him,if you do notlove Chriſt much,you ſhall , 
be apt tooverlove the Creature,which will be diſpleaf-. 
ing to him, therefore requeſt that you may have ſuch; 


_ aloveto Chriſt as may overpower all other love, and 


keep, your hearts from all Inordinacy of affeQiong 
thing beneath and beſides the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


ſhould 
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ſhould have muchlove” unto Chriſt , thathereby you | 


ſhall be enabled to hononr him the more in the world, 
Pleat tow much ic wilt be for your good ; cell him, if 
you asked Corn and Wine and Oyl:"if you 'asktd 
Wealth and Honours, and Creature-defightsin abuns 
datice, they might be a fnare to youzand fqr your hurt ? 
butaftrong love to Chrift is needtoll and uſefull , and 
befute willbe for your good: urge his Promiſeof 
Circuniciſing the heart to love him , and plead his Faithful- 
nels? and if you be thus importanate im Prayer for 
much Jove to Chriſt , and will not be denyed, you ſhall 
not be denyed. | | 
4. Would you bave much Love to Chrift, get much 
Faith, Faith worketh Love both to the Father and t6 
the Son z according tothe meaſore of your Faith; fo 
will the meafuce of your Love be: Such as are withont 
any Faith, are withour any Lover ſuch | asbave bat a 
feeble faith, have but a weak love z and ſach ashave 
the trongeſi faith, have the irongeſt love. The firons 
gelt faith giveth the cleareſt diſcovery of Chtifls infi- 
nite Excellencies and PerfeCtions z It is notthe eye of 
Senfe which doth diſcern Chriſt, neither is it the eye of 
Reaſoh which doth difcern him : whatever diſcoveries 
we have of Chriſt, it is by Revelation,and this is diſcer- 


nable onely by Faith, Faith is che Evidence of things 


not ſeen, and the unſeen Chriſt is evident by Faith to p 
the moſt excellent Perſon,and the moſt ſutable Obje 
of love, and the more evident the Obje@ of love is, 


the ſtronger wiltthe Igve be. Mareover, Faith is not | 
onely the Eye ofthe Soufto diſcern Chriſt, but alfo the | 


Hand of the Soul , not onely to take Hold on him, bat 
 alſa-to receive from him of his FulneſsGrace ſor Grace, 


and by conſequence more of this Grace of lovety hin. ! 
Our Communion with Chriſt is by Faith; the morein» | 


timate 


= 
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Intimate acquaintange andfellowſhip we have with 


thoſe whom we love, the moreendeared will be our 
love; the ſtrongeſt Faith brivgs us unto the greateſt ins ' 
timacy,fellowſhip and familiarity withChciſt,and there- 
fore itis a means ofthe ſtrongeſt Love, Endeavour 
then to get aſtrong Faith, &to live daily in the power - 
full exerciſe thereof ; the more you live by Faith, the 
more you will dwell in the Love of Chriſt. 

'5. Would you have much Love unto Chriſt? labour 
for much of the Spiritz labour for mach ofthe Light 
of the Spirit z There muſt be not onely the glaſs of the 
Scripcures, 'and the eye of Faith, bat alſs che light of 
the Spirit, that you may bave a clear diſcerning ofthis 
lovely Lord Jeſus z Labour for much of the Operation 
of the Spirit : che Spirit islike Wind to blow up the 

ks of Love in your hearts into a flame. Labour 

for the inhabitation of the Spirit, and that the promiſe 
may be made good to you whieb Chriſt giveth to bis 
Diſciples, Fob.14.16,17. And I will pray the Father , and 
b: ſhall give you another Comforter, that be may abide with 
you for ever; even the Spirit of Truth , w0hom the World 
cannot receive; becauſe it ſeeth him not, neither knoweth him * 
but ye know him, for he dwelerh with you, and ſhall be in you. 
6. Weuld you have much love unto Chriſt ? labour 


-| for clear Evidences of his Love anta you 5 the appre- 


henſions of Chriſtslovelineſs may excite to ſome love , 
Þut the full well grounded perſwafions of Chriſts love 
to you, will above all heighten your love to Chriff, 
Doubts of Chciſts love do cauſe fears, and fears ds con- 


| tra@the heart, andtherefore are oppoſite tolove, 


which is the expanſion and enlargement of the heart ; 
perte& love cafteth out fear , the more tove, theleſs 
tear, and the more doubts and fears the leſs love. Such 
as doubt much of + tothem, they may cove 
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Chriſt truely, but they canvotlove Chriſt firongly, You 
will love alels lovely perſon that loves you,morethan a 
more lovely perſon that hates you: the love of the 
Pecſon beloved is amott amiable Qaalitication and 
ſtrong attrative , yea one ofthe greateſt Incentives & 
Inducements unto love, Get then a perſwaſion of the 
iofnite love to you of this Infinitely lovely perſon, that 
you may be abletoſay with Paul, Gal, 2.20, WVbo loved 
we, and gave himſelf for me, Look diligently into the 


Word of God, and find ont the Characters there of) 


thoſe that are beloved by Chriſt : and then look nar- 
rowly into your ſelves , and ſee whether your face will 
not anſwer that face in the Laoking-glaſs of the Scrips 
tures : ſee whether you cannot find the lineaments 
the New Man within yoga , whether you have notexpe 
rienced a gracious change ; Is there not Light wher 
there was Darkneſs ? Is there - not Life where the 
was Death? Is there not Love where there was hatre 
Is there not the Law of God written , where the La 
of Sin did command all ? Is not the Biaſs of your Wi 
and Heart God-ward, and Chriſt:ward, and Heaven 


ward ? . which heretofore was onely Sin-ward ww 


Earth- ward and Hell-ward ? Pray earneſtly untoGod, 
vat he would give you a fall aſſurance, thatif you are 
indeed effeQually called, if youare indeed united and 
related unto Jeſus Chriſt, you may know it, and no, 
longer doubt thereof, In a word, ſeek diligentlj 
after the Manifeſtations of Chriſts Love in all the way 
of his Ordinances ; reſtnot in the outſide of Ordb 
nances; but ſeek after Chriſt in Ordinances, follow him 
from Sabbath to Sabbath, fram Ordinance te Ordi- 
nance, and always be looking for him,and looking to/ 
wards him, till he turn'abautand look upon you, and 
give you a gracious ſmile ; ſeek and wait for My 
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gifeſtatian of himſelf which he hath promiſed @them 
that love him, Job,14'z:. Wait for his Miſſion ofthe 
Holy Ghoſt from Heaven, 1 Per,r,12. to ſhedabroad 
the [enſe of his Love into your bearts, Row,g,s, anditf 
you did know afluredly. and bad a ſenſe. hereof given 
unto you by the Spirit of Chcifſt , Othe joyes which 
then you would have in him! Othe love which then 
yoo would have to him! Ag your joyes would be un- 

peakable, ſoygur Love would be unſpeakable too 
ſuch a warmth of heart and burning oft loveto. Chriſt 
you would teel within you , as is beyond the Rhetorick 
of the tongue to ſet forth, | 

7. Would you have much Love to Chriflz get much 
hatred of Sin , and accordingly watch and pray » and 
firive and fight againſt Sin, asthe worſt of Evils, as 
that which doth ſo much diſpleaſe your Lord, Bewail 
fins of daily incurſign, and labour that your fins of In- 
firmity may be leſs every day than other: Take heed of 
fins and ſudden ſurprize, but chiefly of deſigned fins, 
and that you comply not with any temptations unto 
grolſer miſcarriages, which like water caſt upon the Fire 


nd of your love to Chriſt, will put out the flame , and 


leave onely a few nnperceivable ſparksin the corner of 
your hearts, Suffer not Sin to have any room in 
your hearts, or ifit will abide and you cannot thruſt 
K quite ont , let it net have aquiet babitation with- 
in you ; diflurb fin as much as youcan, wage war 
every day with your remaining Lufts, let no-day paſe 
over your heads without giving ſome blows, ſome 
thruſis & wounds to fin, Streighten the room of fin in 


j- your hearts as much as may be : the more room ſin hath 


in your hearts,the leſs room Chritt will have there. Par- 
eiculacly, take heed ofinordinate love to the warld-and 
the things inthe world, oy” prevalency of vo 
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tove: willdamp your love te Chcift : by how much'| 
more-the world gets of your love , by ſo much the leſs 
Chciſt will have of it, A ſubordinate love you 

bave to Perſons and things in the world, bat let no per- 
ſon or thing have your chieflove but only Chrift; love 


nethiog for it ſelf with an abſtra&tedlove» butlove all 
inferigur things with inferioar love, love all ander the 
Lord, and inthe Lord, and for the Lords fake; get all 
inordinate affeQions tothe world crucified bythe 
Crols of Chriſt, You muſt have dying affe&ions to 
periſhing things, if you weuld have a living and aRtive 
love tothe ever-living Jeſus, 

8,” Would you liave much love unto Chriſt ? aſſo- 
ciate your ſelves moſl with thoſe that have moſt love 
unto Cheiſt: you may fetch light from their light, and 
you may fetch warmth from their Fire ; dead coals ae 
enkitidled by the living, and your dead hearts ' may be 
etkindled with love to Chrift by the wartn diſcourſe of 
choſe that have' warmhearts, Be ready to ſpeak of 


Chriſt and for Chriſt in aty company as you bave fit op- 


your earsagainſt and reprove profane and filthy Com-! 
v: g hichis vain and frothy, and; 
be ready to begin and promote that which is ſerious & 


munication ; divert chat w 


ſavoury , that which is gracious and may tend to your 


' own and others edification: Study the Art, and pra-' 
iſe it, of provoking - all whom you converſe withall , 
not unto (;ife and contention, but unto this love and 
Aﬀetion untothe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and whileft you 


are endeaveuring to warm others with this Love, you 
may be warmed your ſelves. 


g. And laftly, Would you have much Love unto! 


Chrif 7 be mucbin the exerciſe of thig love, hereby it 


is encreated and heightned 3 uſelegs and have legs ! 
and, * 


portuvity, afid diligently watch for an Occaſion ; ſhut | 
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and if yon at this love frequently, it will hereby get 
ſtrength and Activity : ey day endeavour to put 

ove unto Jeſus Chriſt, In 

your ordinary Callings and ſecular Buſineſs and Em 
loyment, you may ſend up ſome looks of Love unta, 
Fe us Chriſt in your ejaculations, But eſpecially in the 
Daties of Gods immediate Worſhip , labour that your 
love may flow out unto Chriſt moti vigorouſly, In your 
daily ſecret Devotion and Family- Worſhip , let love to 
Chrift draw forth tears from your eyes, atleaſt cauſe 
grief and forrow in your hearts, in-theacknowledge- 
ment of your fins, whereby be hath been diſhogogred 
and diſpleaſed, Let loveto Chriſt draw forth earneli 
defires after Chriſt, and thoſe communications , m: ni + 
feſtations, and conſolations which be doth give tonone 
butſuch as are his ; letlove to Chriſi-put requeſts ints 
your mouths,arguments into your-requeſis,and fervous 
into your arguments in your pleadings with bim at the 
Throne of Grace for further ſupplyes of his Grace, and 
that you may be brought into more intimacy of acquains 


; tznce with him, Everyday. you ſhould expreſs your 


loveto Chriſt, eſpecially on the Lords day. whenal-« 
moſt the whole day is to be fpent in publick & private 


| exerciſes of Religious Worſhip in all your love to Chriſc 


thould be in exerciſe; in your attendances upon him-iri 
O dinances you muſt bring not only your Bodies be» 
fore him, but preſent your Hearts ubto him 3 this you 
ſhould be carefall to do in pablick prayer and hearing 
of the Word,preachiog and {ingingPlalms;often ſhould 
you endeavour inevery Ordinance to lift up your 
hearts unto the Lord; but above all- when yon aps 
proach the Lords Table, all your Graces ſhould there 
and then be in exerciſe, eſpecially this Grace of Jove 
to Jeſus Chriſt, your eye there ſhould aftect your beat, 
I G 3 when 


os 
when. you ſee the repreſentations of your erncified 
Lerd; andthiok what manner of Love be did bear to 
You, that he ſhould ſubmit himſelf unto ſach aDeath tor 


The true (hriſtians Love , 


you, how ſhould this affe& your hearts! Andit ever , 
then your Love to Chrift thonld ſhew it ſelf, and a& 
with the greateſt vigour. and ſtrength. 
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SECTION XVII. 
H Aving given DireQions ' how to attain love ta 


Chriſt in the truth and in the firengeh of it,-I come} 


now to the laſt ſort of Dire&tions wherein you ſhould 
fhew your love to Jeſus Chriſt. 

More generally thew your Love to Chriſt in your O- 
bedience unto Chriſt, Fob. 14;15, 1f ye dove me;Keep my 
Commandements, Be Faithfull in the performance of all 
known Duties ' which Chriſt doth command avd be 


carefall in the forbearance of all known lins which} 


Chriſt doth forbid, let your greateare be. to pleaſe 
Chriſt, whoever is diſpleaſed : and your great fear be of 
offending Chriſt, whoever be offended with your ftric- 


; 


neſs. Shew your love, 7. In the Sjacerity of your Obe- 


dienee, 2,In the Willingneſs of your Obedience. 3.11 the: 


Univerſality of your Obedience, -4.In the Conflancy of| 
your Obedience. © 1 
1, Shew yoyr loveto Chriſt, inthe Sineerity of your| 


[= Obedience, Hypocrites will do forte things which 


Chriſt commandeth , but itis from carnal Motives and 
with carnal Deligns : But letlove to Chriftbe the Mo- 
tive, andthe Honour of Chriſt the end of your obedis 
ence: obey Chriſt becauſe you love him, and with a des. 
fipn to pleaſe him: what you do, do hbeartily unto the 
Lord, and abgve all things delice and endeavcur fm 
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what you doe may find acceptation with him, 2 Cor.s, 
9. Wherefore ve labour » that whether preſent or abſcrt woe 
may be accepred of bim, 

2. Shew your love to Chriſt inthe FVilingneſs of your 
Obedience: ſome will obey Chriſt, bat itis with great 
backwardneſs, they will perform Duties, but they are 
burdenſome, a wearineſs, and toililome, and the Coms 
mandements of Chriſt are grievous untothem: they 
are ſcarce ready unto any Duty , but when they ace 
ſcourged untoit by the Rodsot Aﬀiction, or ſpurred 
and prickt forward by the goads ot Conſcience z Othe 
liftletneſs and indiſpolitisn in the moſt, untothe moſt 
fpiritoalpart ofthe ſervice of Chriſt ? which is an evi= 
dent proof of the defe& of love , either in the truth of 
it, or at leaſt in the meaſure and degree of it, Let your 
love ſhew it ſelf in the wilmgne/s of your Obedience 
ſerve the Lord with a willing and ready mind, with alas 
ccity and chearfulnels of ſpirit, looking upon the ſervice 


© of Chriſt as your Honour, and efteeming every Duty to 


be your Priviledge:; It you bave any conſtraints unto 
Obedience, let them be the conſtraints at love: as » Cor, 
$-14, If you be forced to obey Chrilt, let there bena 
violence butthe violence ot love z it you be drap*dta 
Duty, letitbe with no other cords than the cords of 
love; let love be the Spur and Goad to prick you fors 


| ward, that you may not onely walk but rur. in the ways. 
; of Clu ifts commandements with an enlarged heart, 


3, Shew your love to Chriſt. in the Unir:rſality of 
your obedience, Hypocrites will perform ſome Duties 
which are tor their turn , and will ſerve their carnal de- 
ligns 3 other duties they omit and totally.negle&:; let 


' yourlove to Chriſt diſcover it (elf in your reſpe& toall 
' his commardments: though you cannot here attain 
;  Perfetion of Obedience, yet let your Obedience. be 


nab 
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|  univerſal;-obey Chrilt not only in open Duties, which 
men are witneſſes of, bat alſo in ſecret Duties and ſpiris 
tual Duties, which depend upon the exerciſe . ot the 
Mind, ſuch as Meditation, Contemplation, Self:fearch, 
and Ejaculation, as alſoin the ſpiritual pact of allDuties,' 
which no eye can be witneſs yato9 but the eye of God; 
and hereby you may be diſtinguiſhed from all Hypo- 
crites in the world, 

4+ Shew your love to Chriſt in the Conflancy, of your 
Obedience, Gal, 5.75. Ye did run well, who did hinder yous 
that ye ſhould not obry the truth? Some Hypocrites are 
zzalous Profeſſors for a while, and at firlt ſetting out 
ſeem to outftrip many that are ſincere, butthey ſoon 
tire, and are weary not onely 7 well-doing but ofit ; 
they quickly ſtamble and fall, and rot onely tall down, 
bur fall off, not only fall back, but fall away , and turn 
fearfull Apoſtates, Shew yourlJovyeto Chriſt not ones 
ly in ſetting out well, but in continuing your Chriſtian 
courſe well unto the end of the courle of your Lives 3! 
begin well, and patiently continue in well-doing : Per: 
ſevere in your Obedience;. Be not weary in well -doing » 


knowing that in due rime ye-ſhall reap if ye faint not, Gal, | 


6 9. Andif.you be /aithfull unto death, Chriſt hath pro | 


miſed to give you rhe Crown of Lift,Rev. 2.10, | 
More particularly , ſhew your loye to Chriſt, », In! 
your learning, keeping, aſſerting and maintaining of | 
Chrifts truths, 2. In your publick ſpicitedneſs ar.d zeal} 
for Chriſts honour and intereſt, z 1o your vigorous re- 
Gltance and oppofition of Chrilts Enemies. 4 In your 
following of Chrilts example, 5. In your readineſs to | 
take up and patiently to bear Chrifts crois. 6..1n your | 
deſires after Chtifts preſerce here,a longing tor Chrilts 
fecond appearance at the laſt day. | 
x. Shew your loye to Clift iv your learning , keep” 
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ing, afſerting and maintaining Chcitts Truths, »,Learn 
Chcifts Truchs, acquaint your (elves by diligent reading 
of the Scriptures, and other books that may be a help 
bereunto, With all fondamental truths of the Chriſtian 
Religion in the ficſt place , and ſogo on and proceed 
furtber to learn eboſe cruths which are ſuperſ{trucory z 
and whatever traths you find a Foundation for in the 
Scriptures which are the word of Truth receive them , 
notonly inthe light of them, but alſo in the love of 
them ; if the branches of truths be in your heads, 'and 
the leaves of them in your profeſſion, andthe fruit of 
them in your aQions, let the root of them bein your 
Hearts, 2, Haviog learned the truths of Chriſt as they 
arEinJeſus, letthem not hang looſe in your unders 
tandings but-get them faſtened and fixed,and clole gire 
about the Joins of your mindes ; hold the truths of 
Chriſcfaſt, prize them above all jewels,don't part with 
them upon any terms, let all ga, eſtate, liberty and life ir 
felf,. cathey than any of this rich treaſure which Chrilt 
hath entruſted you withal, 3. Aﬀert the truths of 
Chriſt ; be vor :ſhamed or afraid to own any truths of 
Chcit inthe moſt adulterous and gainſaying genera- 
tion, ,profek; your belief of Chrift and of the truths of 
Chriſt, endegvour that thelight of theſe eruths may 
ſhine abroad, and call forth ſuch bright beams in the 
dark world where youlive,that others may be brought 


| hereby unto mn knowledge of the Truth 4, Endeavour 


fo maintain Qhiiſts truths, carneſtly contend for theDos 
&cine of Faith onee delivered to the Saints, endeavour 


; tocknvince gainfayers, and to defend Chriſts truths as 
| Bainif{thoſe corrupt. and erroneous opinions and Do» 


Qrins\ which like leaven js very apt to ſpread and inte 
tie mibdes of men, 


nels , 


rO2 The true Chriſtians Love , ; 
neſs, and zeal for Chriſts honour andintereſts let your 
affe&tions be publick not private, narrow, contracted & 
centring in ſelf; let your love be a publick and general 
love, Love not only Relations, butlove all Chriſts dif- 
ciples though of different perſwafions and intereſts, 
becauſe of the image of Chriſt ; and love not only your 
Friends that love you, but allo your Enemies that hate 
yoa , becauſe of the command of Chriſt Let your des 
bres be publick delires » defice the welfare of the uni» 
verſal Church , and of all Gods people throughout the 


world , and accordingly pray for their peace and prof 
perity, and endeavour as you have opportunity to pro. 
mote the publick good more than your own private 
advantage : ſeek not your own things , but the things 
of Jeſus Chriſt. Let your griefs be publick griefs, grieve 


not only for your own lins, but alſo -for the (ins of oo} 


thers, whereby Chriſt is diſhonouredinthe world: 


grieve not only for your awn afflitions,but alſo tor the], 


aftlict'ons of F-ſ-pb, Heb,x.3. Remember them that are in 
bonds, as bound with them , and them which ſuffer adverſity, 
as being your ſelver alſo in the body, 'You are inthe ſame 
myitical body with all Chrifts afflicted members , and 
when ſome members ſuffer , the reſt ſhould ſuffer too , 
by way of ſympathy. Bleeding in their wounds and 
prieving in their ſorrows, be ready alſotorelieve any 


| 
| 
e ſpecially Chriſfts diſciples when they are in diftreſſe & 
want according to your capacity & as you have oppor-! 
tunity.Employ all your Talents for your Maſtersglory;: 
a!:d endeavour to promote the intereſt of theLordJeſus, 
unto rhe utmoſt of your abilities, x, In reference to} 
thoſe which are withone, If you are called your ſelves; 
Jabour fo call others ynro Chriſt , as Andrew called Per: 
Fer, Phit/th called Nathaniel unto the Meſſras, John 1.40” 
41144,4 5+ It yuu bave found the Meas 2 — 
| ve 
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r| havebeen found of bim , let your love to Chriſt, and 


fove to ſouls prompt yon, toendeavour the Converſion 
of others that are your Relations, your Friends and Aces 

intances, Put your unconverted Friends in mind of 
theic miſerable Eſtates whilſt under the guilt & reign- 
ing power of tin, whileſt flaves to the Devil and their 
own lufts; mindthem of Death and the teartalcooſes 
quences thereof to all unpardoned ſinners ; tell thera of 
Chriſt that he is the ooly Saviour andRedeemer ofMans 
kind. How able and willing he is to ſave them, if they 
ſeek after him and apply themſelves unto him; tellthem 
thatnotlong fince you were inthe ſame eſtate with 
themſelves, living in the pratice of the ſame (ins and 
going on in the ſame way to deftrution ; and thatthe 
Lord hath ſhewed mercy unto you it your converſion , 


| Etbringing youinto a tate of ſalvation : tell them that 


there is mefcy allo for them if they look afterit, that 
Gods Grace is moſt free, bis mercy moſt plentiful, that- 
Chriftis moſt gracious & caſteth out none that come un- 
ta him:tell them of the amiableneſſe of ChriftsPerfon,ot 
the ſurpalling love which he hath ſhewn to fallen mane 
kind in his dying tor them; & that thoogh he were Gead 
yethe is alive & lives tor evermore to intercede far all 
them that make choice of him , & make uſe of him for” 
their Advocate. Therefore perſwade them that they 
would break offtheir (ins by repentance, which other - 


{ wife will be the ruine both of their bodies & of their 
| ſouls inhell & without delay chat they would come un? 


toChrift & accept ot him uponGoſpel-rerms, If any of 
you cannot manage theſe arguments well your ſelv's per 
{wade them,if you cans to hear ſuch Miniſters & Ser- 
mons asthrough Gods blefling bave been effe&ua] for 
your Converlion, ana thus yon may be inſtrumental to 
augment the Kingdom G0: Chriſt > which is one - 

tae 


ſtance and oppolition of Chriſts enemies, There ar 


-Chtiſts Sauldiery, liſted under. his banner,ſhew your fi 


104 T he true ( hriſtians. Love, 
the beſt ways ofexprelling your love unto Chriſt, 2.1y 
reference tethem which are within 3 labour topre 

mote the intereſt of Chritt amongſt thery that are truly 
Gracious, by vigarcus endeavors to firengthen and 
eltabliſhthem, te quicken and enconragethem inthe 
wayes of the Lord: Communicate the experiences 
which you have had , as you fee theres real need, and 
it may tend not ſ@ much to your praiſe as your Maſters 
honour, Labour in your places to be both ſhining and] | 
burning lights: be forward to every good word: and} | 
work. Look upon your ſelves as the devoted Servan 

of Chrift, and that you are not your own, and there- 
fore lay out your felves tothe utmoſt for him, and giv 
all diligence to glorifie him with your bodies & ſpirits 
with your Eſtates and intereſts, with your gifts and 
lents, all which are bis , and ought to be at his devotiot 
3- Shew yourlove to Chriſt in your vigorous re 
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three grand Enemies of Chrilt which you are by your 
Baptiſme engaged, to fight againſt, namely the Devil, 
the Fleſh, and the World which war both againſtChriſt} 
and againfi-your Souls, This Trinity of Adverſaries} | 
agree in one, and.combine together againſt his anoint-| ' 
ed, doing their utmoſt endeavour to break his bands, to} 
untye his cords. and to unhinge his Government; they | 
would pluck the Crown off of Chrifts head could they} | 
rzach jt, andthe Scepter out of his hand; they would} * 
deveſc Chriſt if they could of all bis power here on} | 
Earth, and confine him to his territories in Heaven; but 
a'l their attempts inthis kind bave been and will be in} 
vain, Chriſthachtryed theſtrength oftheſe Enemies | 
and hath vanquiſhed ther, but (till ſome life & power | 
is left with them to war againſt the holy ſeed, you are} 


de 
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Ty any and your love to y6ur Captain and General, in 
re! man 


lly maintaining the ſpiritual combat againſt his 8 
your ſpiritual Enemies : fight the good fight of Faith , 
reſiſt unto blood, don't yeild upon any account; dif- 
dainfully turn away the Eye and Ear when theſe Eve- 
mies would entice and allure you, and ftoutly make res 
ſolute oppeſition againſt them, when they do moft fus 
rioully aſſault. you : hearken to no; ſuggeſtions of the 
Devil,;temptations of the world or motions of theFleſh 
whieb would induce and draw you into ways of fin , or 
which would force and drive you out of the wayes of 


-| Chriſt ; cekſt'and oppoſe, and labour to gain ſome vis 


Qories over theſe adverſaries every day, eſpecially get 

eft over the Fleſh, and the other two will be 
ſoon vanquiſhed ; Chriſtſhewed bis loveto you in ſub- 
mitting himſelf to be crucified for yon, do you ſhew 
loveto Chriſt in crucifying your Fleſh with its af- 
$ and luſts for his fake, in your ſelf-denial and 
mortifying the deads of the body, when you deny your 
Carnal Reafon yqur carnal Wiſedome, your carval will, 
your catnal Aﬀe@tions, your carnal interef}, all inordi- 
nacies of your ſenſual appetite for the ſake of Chrifl g 
when you craſh pride, envy,revenge, malice, inerdinzte 
anger, inordinate love, inordinate defire , inordigate 
grief, luſtfullneſs and all evil concupiſcence for the ſake 
and becauſe of the command of ChriR, all theſe are ads 
and evidences of love to Chrift, and herein you ſhould 


| exerciſe your ſelves daily. 


4+ Shew your love to Chriſtin your following of his 
example, diſcover your affeQion unte him in your imis 
tation'of him, in writing after his copy, in treading in 
his Reps, in walking as Chriſt himſelf walked, when he 


are} Was here upon the earth, ſhew your love to Chrilt by 
r fi4 labouriog after likeneſs untoChciſtzthat you may be like 


de 


bim 


' getcrucified affeRjons unto it, Chriſt was compallio. 


in«he publick aſſemblies of Gods people-worſhip God 


 graciousand 


Io6 The true Chriſtians Love , 
him both in your inward diſpolitien, | and in your onts| 
ward converſation : Chriſt was lowly, be you humble 
and mean in your own eſteem : Chriſt was meek , be 
you gentle, ealie to be intreated ,, and not eaſily pros 
voked : Chriftloved God, let God be the objeR. of 
your love: Chriſt hated (in, let fin alſo be the obje& 
of your batred: Chriſt contemned the world, do you 


pate to thoſe that were in diſtreſſe, do you labour for 
the like bowels, Chriit uſed toWorſhip publickly in the 
Synagogues, to pray With his Diſciples , and tof 
time alſoin ſecret prayer , do you give your attendance . 


in your Families , and be often upon your knees at the 
Throne of Grace in ſecret. Chrifts mind was a heaven 
ly mind, let the ſame mind beis you as was in Chil 
Chriſts will was ſubmiſſive to his Fathers will , lett 
ſame will be in you as was inChrift, Chriſts words were 
edifing, let your ſpeech aiigess with 
Grace, ſavoury and which may be for edification 
Chrifts life was an aQtive life , he was always doin 
good, and he was exaQly holy in all his ations, be yc 
aQive and diligent in the ſervice of God in doing goo 
to others, and be holy as Chriſt was holy in all manne 
of converſation , thus ſhould you ſhew your love t; 
Chriſtin following Chriſts example, and in imitating 
him in every thing wherein you are capable of juc 
Imitation. 
5.Shew your love tq Chriſt in your readineſs to tal 
up and patiently bear Chriſts croſs: I don't fay ye 
ſhould defire ſufferings for Chriſt, but ſuce I am th 
ſtrong love to Chriſt will not permit you to declind- 
them ; don*t go out of Gods Way for them, neither g 
out of Gods way from them, if you meet with the crc 
to the way of duty dou't either turn bagk,or fart afid 
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 tothennſeen (bnſt. 107 
nts] but chearfolly take itup , and when you have got itup 
ble| patiently bear it,and don't throw it off, till God take is 
be] offz whenit is your duty to ſuffer for Chriſt, look upon 
r09] jt alſoto be your priviledge and be glad of the opportus 
of] nity, rejoycing that you have any thing to part withal 
jeX| for the ſake of Chriſ, if it be good name,or good eflate 
you] or good Friends, ifit be liberty or lifeitſelt; ſuch exe 
lio-| prellions of love are very honourable and very pleaſing 
for} toyour Lord and Maſter, 

the] £6, And lafily, S$hew your love to Chriſtin your de- 
eng fires after Chrilts preſence here, and in your. longing 
nce for his ſecond appearance at thelaft day. 1. Delice 
204 Chrifts gracious preſence here! and the manifeſtations 
the] thereof, that according to his promiſes he would come 
ren} unto you,that he would draw near,and that you might 
il feel chat beis near 3 deſire that you might have clearer 
tne! 'difcoveries of Chriſt, and more intimate communion & 
vers fellowſhip withClriſt;above all company && fellowſhi 
wity defirethe company fellowſhip: and acquaintance wi 
tio Chriſt, that you might walk with bim and converſe 
ving -with him, and that there might be a dayly intercourſe 
 yoſ between Chriftand your ſouls , and that all diſtances bes 
2008 tween you,and firangeneſs might be removed. let your 
nod loveexpreſs it ſelfin defires after Chriſt when be is ab- 
ve ig -ſent, and in delights when he is preſent; rejoice inthe 
og Lord exceedingly whep be doth manifeſt himſelf unto 
luc} you graciouſly, admire his beauty and delight in bis 
ſmiles,admire his love & delight in the perſwaſions of 
his favour,let the aQtiogs of your love, and the workings 
of it, be ſuch to your beloved dayly, 2.Deſire alio and 
long for the ſecond appearance of Chriſt at the laſt day 
when he ſaith, Surcly 1 come quickly, do you ſay , Amens 
W Even ſocome Lord Teſiw, Look upon time asflow of 
 Crof heel and wing, thatit cuns no faſter , that it yo LN 
| wWIrter, 


x08 be true Chriſtuns Love, 
ſwifter : look tothe End of Time, andlogg forit ; bes 
cauſe then with theſe eyes you ſhall ſee hiny whom your 
Soul loveth, becauſe then yeu ſhall ſee” Chriſt come 
down from the Throne of God with ſach brightneſs of 
Majeſty, and Brightneſs of Beauty,as will tranſport you 
with Wonder and Joy. Say, When Lord Feſus wilt thou 
take to thy ſelf thy great Poxper , and c;oath thyſelf ronth thy 
eAutbority , and come downto judge the World? when wilt 
thou open the everlaſting gates of Heaven which have been 
four ſo long > When wilt thou d:ſtend from Heaven with al. 
ſhout ,' with the ſound of the great Trumper, and ſend thi 
«Angels to gather all thine Ele&. from the four Winds , #! 
all who love thee may meet im one Society ? Tohen ſhall we put 
on our Garments of Immortality , and be caught up int 
Clouds to meet thee inthe day of thy Triumph ? When ſhal 
the day of our Coronatian'c:me , and of our admiſ(ſionin 
the Glorious Manſions -which $hou baft prepared for wi 
Gloriou Palleace Thich is above ? When wilt thou ſbeww 
thyſelf, and give us 10h:-bold thee face to face > When will + 
thou ſbew ns the Fathery aud give i to behold him immediq 
ately without 8 Glaſs *' When wilt thou ſhew us thy Glory 1 
which thai hadfi Toith the Father before the World Twas , and | 
give wnot owely toſecit, but alſs 30 ſhare init 7. When will 
thou = Treaſures of thy Love, andreceive us into tit 
neare #1, cloſef?, and ſaveeteft embracemems thereof, and giv 
ws to drink of thoſe Rivers of Pleaſures which are with thee |: 
0 baften Lord. haiten thy glorious appearance , that thou 
mnayeſt be glorified b:fore the whole VVorid,and we be glorifiethb 
avith thee, that we may bethentaken to live Twiththee , an hi 
reign with thee, and be mage per ſeBily happy in the full ani 
everlofling enjoyment of thee, 
Thos I have done with theſeDireQions,thelaft th 

in this Uſe of Exhortation, I | 
And what do you now ſay after all Motives to excil 


: 


| 
| 


< 
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\ 
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be-| and perſwade you to'the Love of Chriſt ; and Dice+ 


due | ions therein ? ſhall all be in-vain ? 
me| - What do youfay, Sinners ? ſhall Chrif bave your 
zof| hearts orno ? will you harbour baſe lofts in your hearts 
ou] thatwill damn you and keep out the Lotd Jeſus Chriſt 
hou] whoalone can fave you ? ſhallI gain no hearts for 
thy] Chriſt by all my Sermons which I have preached cons 
wils| cerning the Love of Chriſt? My Lord and Maſtet 
ben} bath fent me towoe you, to win your hearts for 
ith al. hits may 1 ſpeed orno ? ſhall my Mefſage be ac- 
bize} cepted + and Jeſus Chriſt che moſt lovely perſon find 
has entertainment with you f If any perſon or thing in 
put] the world which you do moſt dearly love; do ſo well 
#thej 'deſeive your love , lock your eacs ftill againſt all my 
ball words: andlet themperiſh like an empty found in the 
nr Air 5 lock your hearts againſtChriſt, who ſtands knocks 
* ingat thedoor, and give an abſolate and peremptory 
wa tetaſal to give him any room there z But if in the whole 
v4 world you cannot find out a ſuitable beloved beſides 
4 Chriſe, if there be nothing bere below but is anwor- 
thy of your hearts, if all inferiour things whileſt they 
have your chief Love do debaſe you anddefile you , 
and unleſs your hearts be taken off from them, will cer- 


F 
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x thtainly ruine and deftroy you everlaſtingly ; O then be 
| give perſwaded wichout any further delay to open the ever- 
thesafting doors of your hearts, to let Chriſt into ther, and 
e*hoyſer Chrilt op in the higheſt ſeat of your Aﬀeions ; O 
rife<be perſwaded ta give Chrift your chief Love, to give 
- him your Heart, - and your whole heart; with grief and 


ntredlet go your hold of lin ; and embrace the Lord 
«ſus Chrift inthe Arms of your deareſt Love, And 
chingetien F would ſay toyou as our Saviour did to Zachers 
{when he gave him eatertainment in his houſe z Thi 
exci H 


"ITO Thetrue (oriſtians Love, 
day is' Salvation come unto you, O bappy day unto you! 
' O happy you that ever you were born, it this day Chriſt 
ſhould be heartily entertained by you! Thistben woulc 
be the day. of your Converlion » in which the Avge 
would cejoyce ; and though Grief and Trouble might 
invade you for a while becaute of yourlin, yet thi 
would make way for your ſpiritual Joy ; weeping 
might endure for a Night , but joy would comein tt 
Morning : but O the joy which you will then have 
the day - of your Coronation , when all tears ſhall bi 
wiped away from your Eyes, and when you ſhall hav 
adwillion jnto the glorious preſence of the Lord, wher 
there is Fulneſs of joy andpleaſures for Evermore, 
And what do you ſay, Believers? youthat bave ſon 
Love to Chriſt, ſhall chis DoQrine, andtheſe Sermor 
w hich 1 have preached, be a means to raiſe & height 
your Love? Your Love hath been too much mixec 
will you love Chriſt more purely ? your love 
been very.weak, will you love Chriſt more ſtrongly 
Your Love to Chriſt hath been but aſfpark, ſhall 
now breakforth into a flame ? after ſuch blowing 
ſhall there be no burnings ? When you think of Chril 
Perſon ſo amiable, his Love ſo incomparable, hisBene 
fits ſo ineſtimable , ſhall not this Gre your hearts ? an 
will you not now love him more dearly and ardent 
than ever ? will you be perfwaded to get off yo! 
hearts from Earth and Earthly things, and get 
your hearts to your Lord which is in Heaven, and 
ſettle your Love there upon him , fo as never. to. witl 
draw it from him any more? Will youlove the Le 
J-ſus much , whom you can never love too muci 
will you now dwell inthe Love of Chiiſt, and 
mc 
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| more frequent and terventin the actings ofit > Then 
 O what comfort would you find in your Love | - and 
| what (weetneſs inthe ſenſe of Chntts Love! Thig 


: 
: 


(Þriſt. xtr 


tot he wnſeen 


would be the ſurelt Evidence that Chrilt loverh you , 
becauſe Chritt loveth firftz avd how would this fwee- 
ten your paſſage through the Valley of Aft Qion, and 


| through the Valley ot Death, This would fweeten a 


bittzr cup, and make a | weet cup more tweet, In Life 


iq che ſenſe of Chrilts Love will be better than lite z but at 
{ D:ath this wilt be the onely flay and ſupport which 


you can bave, nothing elle cad give any well-grounded 


4 comfort ina dying hour. Death rageth and playeth the 


Tyrant every where , fhooteth his Arrowes hither and 
thicher, ſom2times he {miteth thole that are Elder than 


your ſelves, and ſometimes thote that are younger 2 


ſometimes thoſe that are weaker than yonr ſelves! 
ſometimes thoſe that are ſtronger; fometimes thoſe 


| that are better, ſometimes thoſe that are worſe ; fomes 
times therighteous ace ſmitten, ſometimes the wicked ; 


ſometimes the profane, and ſometimesthe Profeſſors j 
that all might be awakened to prepxxe, And what is 


[ic thatcan give you eamfort when you come tothe 
| ſides of the pit > You may have the Love" of your dear 
{ Yoke-fellowez, weeping and mourning at your Bed- 


fide, Childrea, Kindred. and Friends wringing their 


! bands, and looking with a pitifull countenance upon 


you, grieving to part with you, but what comfort ear 
all their Love yield unto your departing Spirits ? 


ith their Love may diftucb you, and make you the more 


unwilling to dye and leave them _becaufe they are ſo uns 


{ willing to part with you. Bur the Love of Chriſt and 


fenfe thereof, will be a Comfort indeed, becauſe he 


is a Friend whom you are not departing from, 
H » buf 


#12 ThetrmeChrifhan Love, tothe &c. 
* but going utzo;, and O chedelight which then you 
may -have;when Friends look molt fad ,8: Death look 
moſt grim, when the trembling Joynts,. the clammy 
Sweats, the intertnitting Pulſe, the falling Jawes, the 
ratling Throat, and other ſymptomes give notice ol 
near approaching death ? then to think, 1 aur now come 
wot onely tothe Door of Eternity, 'but alſo tothe Gate of my| 
, Fathers Honſe , where many Saints are gone before me , and 
many «Angels are attending for me, and where my dearly bt) 
loved Jeſus is 4 and hath prepared for my Reception and. 
ternal Habitation : Here are Friends about my Bed-fide, 
ere long will comvey tbu Body to the Grave, tobe fed upo 
by Worms, but here are Angels alſo by my bed-fide waiti 
for my Saul, that ſoſoom as it us Jooſmed fram th us dyin 
Corkaſe , they may convey me t0.the bravenly Paradiſe: WV, 
in a few minutes now, and 1 ſhall be withmy acare#t Lor 
avbere my Faith Twill be ſwallowed up in Vifuon, my Hope 
Fruition, andmy Love will come to PerfeAion, O:the Glo 
rious Light which there andthen will ſhine into every corne 
ef my mind | 0 the Love | and Foy and intffable Delight 
zbhen I came to ſee andenjey and live for ever Toith my 
dearly Balexedd: This; This onely will make you willi 
- to dy<e-avdthbis ſenſect Chrifts Love willeffe = 
Gually ſweeten your paſſage through © 
\ + ©... the dark Entry of 
Death, 
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' Chriſts Manifeſtation of Himſelf, unto them | 
| that love him, 


—— 


Job, XIV, latter part of ver/:z1, 


, = EAndbe that loveth me , ſhall be loved of my 
Father, and I will love him , and will mas 
nifeFF my ſelf unto him, , 


E read, ZLuk,4. 22../nd al bare him witneſs $ 
and wudred at the gracious words which pro= 
ceeded out of bs mouth. Never did (uch pr - 
cious and ſweet words drop from the li 

of any man thateverlived , as thole , tromthe lips of 
Cheilt when be was here upon the Earth: and of all 
Chrifts words, thoſe which be ſpake to bis Diſciples in 
bis laſt Sermon , before his laſt ſuffering , in tbe 24,15, 


| and 16, Chapters of John, are fuperlatively ſweet , and 


none more ({weet in this Sermon than the words of my 
Text read unto you , «nd be that Joveth me [hall be loved 
of my Father , and 1 will love bim, and will manifeft myſelf 
wntobim, Inthe former part of the verſe we have the 
Charater of one that doth truely love Chriſt : He thay 
bath my Commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
me, In the latter part of the verſe which. is my Text,we 
hwethe Priviledge of one that dothtruly love Chrilt, 
and that is in tbree Promiſes which Chriſt doth make 


oy _ 
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* unto him: «x, H: 7h.t lowgth me ſhall be javed of my Fa. 
ther. 2+And ] will love in, 3, 1nd will mamijesd my 
Self unto him, It is the laſt et theſe Fromiſes which 1 
ſhall ſpeak unto by way of c4ppcngdix unto my Treatiſe 
ot the Love which true Chriltians have and ought to 
have unto Chrift, and that is th: Promiſe ot Chrilts 
manifeſting bim(zIt gato ſuch asloye bim, And the Do- 
Qcine is this, | 
Do@#. ThatChrift will manifeſt bimſcIf unto ſuch as love him 
In handling of this point 1 ſhall ſhew, 1, What it is f 
Chritt co manifeſt himſelf. -z, That Chrift will manit 
Digſel to them that love hi.n, 3. How Chrilt doth m 
nifeft hiraſelt unto ſuch, 4 When Chriſt doth manit 
hinſelt untoſuch, 5 Where Chrill doth manifeſt bi 
' felt unto ſuch as love bim, 6. Andlaſtly, make fome Ap: 
plication. 


SECTION LI 
, V Hat it is for Chriſt to manifeſc himſelf ? 

- 8, Chriſt doth manifeſt himſelt wher 
he maketh a clearer diſcoverie unto His Diſciples of 
the excellency of His Perſon z when he doth furtb 
onveil himſelf, and lets forth ſome beams and rays, 
with greaterluftre and brightneſs. to diſeover more 0f 
the oriency and tranſcendency of his ſoul-ravifhing 
beauty unto them , whieh they had but a dimmer hgle 
add darker apprehenhions of before ; and this is done 
when Chriſt doth more fully impart of the ſpirit of 
wiſdom and revelation gntorhem. Upon this ac 
eoontthe Apoſtle did pray in the behalfot the believ- 
ing Epheſians, that the Lord would give them the !pi 
ritof wiſdom and revelation toeulighten their = | 
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Chriſts manifeftation,crc.. 15 
Fa.| ſtandings inthe knowledge ofhim, Eph,r, 16,19 18, 
/ m3} they had the ſpirit before and fome knowledge of 
zh 1} Chriſt before, but he prayes that God would give 
tile] them fuller meaſures of the ſpicit, ro make a clearer dif- 
to} covery of Chriſt , that the eyes of t1cir underſtard ngs 
ilts} might be more and more enlightened unto a more fpiri- 
J0-| tual diſcerning ofthe ſurpaſſing Beauty and Excellency 
in Chrifts perſon, in the knowledge of whom the moſt 
bin} enlightned Chriſtians are capable of further growth 
; for} unto the end of theirhfe, hence that Exbortation of 
ite} the Apoſtle Peter, 2 Pct,z.18. But growin grace and in 
mai} rb: krowledge of our Lord and Saviour Feſua Chriit, 

if 2, Chriſt doth manifefi himſclf, when be maketh a 
nm4 deep \imprefſion, and giveth aſweet ſenſe to his Dils 
Apy ciples of his preſence ; Chriſt is never really abſent 
from ſuch as Love him, but he may ſeem to be fo ſomes 
tices, they may apprehend him to be a far off he may 
and often doth withdraw the ſenſe of his preſence , 
Cam,g.6. 1opened to my beloved, but my beloved bad with= 
drawn hinſ-}Fand was gone, Chriſt doth manifeſt him- 
f? | ſel, when he doth draw near to his people, and maketh 
bell them feel that he is near, giving hem alweet fenfeof 
$ Of his preſence throngh the powerful breathings of bisSpis 

ther] rit upon them, whereby their hearts are quickned and. - 
ay%1 enlarged, and drawn forth towardshimfelf, and theic 

'e Off oraces excited unto powerful exerciſe, 

hing] 3. Andchicfly Chriſt doth Manifeſt Himſelf, when 
1g} he makes diſcovery of His Love unto them that love 
lone! him; when He gives them to ſee not only the beanty 

IC ON of His faee, but alto the fmiles of His face, when H+ : 
$2} pives them to behold the amiableneſs of His countes 
lievs| nance, and withall lifts ww apon them the | ght of 

* (pf His ' countenance, when be ſh:ddeth abroad the 
dent” + "" H 4 ſenſe. 
{ans 
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ſenſe of His Lave into their hearts, giving them a full] 
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perſwatipn | of his fpecial love untotbem and alſo a| 
{weet ſenſe thereof, Thus Chriltt doth ſometimelaok 
kindly, and ſpeak kindly onto his people,avdthis ſweet 
lavguage is not ſpoken tothe ear of the body,; but in 
wardly by his Spirit to theic ſouls , when be faith'to the 
ſoul, 1 amthy ſalvation and thy Saviour, 1 bove-loved thee 
with an everlafling Love, and my Lave « unchangeable ; 
The Mountains ſball depart andiha bills be remavid , but 
lowing kindneſs ſpall never depart, and boremoved jre 
thee > 1 bave given my ſelf for thee, and | bave given my ſelf 


" wntgthee, ang 1 will never repent of thu gift ; 1 have cbeſe 


rhee for wy ſelf; called and jayued thee unto my ſelf, and | 
will nzver repent of this choice , nor ſuffer thee #0 be dijey 
ed from me far ever ; I bgvethee upon my becart , and kee 
thee in myhand, aud na patverr of Earth or Hell ſhall be abit 
to pluck thee th:nce 3 1 have given thee my gracz , and I wil 
few thee my glory , andere loug | will appear inthe world & 
receive thee to my ſelf, that where ] am there thou maye 31 be 
alſo, Dry up then thy tears,clear up thy countenance hawi/ 
tby fears, droop no longer, diſpend no mare , but be of yoc 
ch:ar, thy ſins are forgiven thce , thy name i written inn. 
hook which none can blot out, Thou haſt a true Lave for me, 
and my. Father himſelf loueth thee and 1 love 1bee with a moil] 
ondeared Love » and therefore do mot queſtion or doubt of 
Love any more. Thus Chriſt doth manifeſt himſelf and his 
Love ſometimes unto drooping diſponding fouls, / 
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2. PP Hat Chrift will manifeſt himſelf untothem tha] | 
love him , appears, inthat His Love doth en 
g2ge bim and His word doth engage Him ——_ 


s Chriſts manifeſtation; tc. ir 


His Love doth engage Him , the Love of Chriſt is like 
fice, that cannot conceal itlelf long, and nofire fo 


firong, and hath ſuch a vehement flame asthe Love of 
Chritt to His people, Fofeph had a great love to his 
Brethren notwithitanding all their unkindneſs , and al- 
though he concealed himſelf fora while , and ſpake 
roughly unto them, yet after they were ſenſible of their 
fault, and were filled with perplexing fears , he could 


| conceal himſelf nolonger tromthem, asin Gen.q5.1, 


Then Foſcpb could not refrain bimſ-1f be fore all that ftood by 


bim, he-wept aloud, and ſaid unto hy brethren, I an Toſeph 7 


and ver.q, Joſeph ſaid unto hu brethren, come near me, 1am 
Foſeph your Brother whom ye fold into Egypt, So Chriſt 
may conceal himfelt for a while from tus people, what- 
ever love he bath to them, and whatever they havetg 
him ſome unkindoeſſes they have ſhewn may bethe 
cauſe of this hiding, but when they are ſenſible of their 
fault, full of grief and perplexity for their offences, bis 
Love will not permit him co hid himfelf much longer; 
His Love willengage bim to manifeſt and difcover 
bimfelf, and ſay, I am Jeſus your Saviour,come near me 
my brethren , come near me, that you may have a cleas 
rer view of me, that ye may know me and know that 
Fdolove you. The Word alſo of Chriſt doth engage 
him , manitefl Himſelf unto them that Love Him: Ir is 
Chriſts promiſe bere in the Text, Fe that loverb me ſha 


(be loved of my Father , and I will love him, and will mas 


nifefl my ſelf unts kim, Chriſts word is fure, True and 
Faithfull is Chriſts name; the ordinances of the Hea- 
ven may ſooner fail , than Chriſt fail of His Word and 
Promiſe | 
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3: T.. J Ow Chriſt doth manifeſt Himſelf unto them 
that love bim, " F 

1. Chriſt doth here in this world manifeſt himſelf but 
in part and darkly, The ſoul is not now capable ot the 
fulleſt and cleareſt Manifeltation of Chritt, This is 4 
happineſs reſerved for the other world , 1 Fob. z.z, Ben 
loved now are Te the ſonrof God , and it dath net yet ap» 
pear what w* ſhall be ; but we know that when he ſhall ap+ 
pear, ve ſhall be Jike him, for we ſhall ſee him as be is , Fohy 
19. 24. Father 1 will that they alſo whom thou ha#it given mt 
be with me where 1 am, that they may behold my glory which 
thou baſt giv:n me, Kis hereafter that Chrifts Diſciples 
ſhall be perfeRly like unce Chrilt , and ſhall bave a 
perfe& maniteſtation of Chilt, that they ſhall ſee bim 
a8 he is: Itis Hereafter that they ſhall behold bis glo- 
ry 3 Thelultre and biightre's of Chriſts glory is ſo great 
that ſhould he now lectorth the beams thereof upots 
them, it would dazle and amaze them, it would frike 
them blinde, yea it would firike them dead; there 
is need, becauſe of their weakneſs, that Chriſt ſhould 
keep ayeil on his face, when he makes diſcovery of 
himſelf, they cannot now bear the full patefaQtion aug 
manifeftation at Chriſt ; theretore Chriſt doth diſcover 
himſelf bat jn part, As the Queen of Shcba ſaith con+ 
cerning Sclomons wildom and proſperity , 1 Aing 10- 
6 7. It was atrue report that I beard in min: own land of 
thy aftr, and thy wiſdom : howbcit | b-lieved not the words, 
until | came and min: cycr had ſeenit 1 andbchold the one 
balf was not told me, thy wiſdom and proſperity exceedeth 
the fame th-reof, Itisnot the one half which Chriſls 
Diicip!es do now bear or cap diſcern of their maſters 


—_ 
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excellencies, Ithath not now entced into their bearts 


.to conceive what Beauties and Glories and molt admi+ 
'rable perfetions there are bid in their beloved z not 


ovly Chrilts Love but allo Chrittslovelineſs doth pals 
their knowledge : there are ſuch dimenſlions' of moſt 
wondertul Glory in Chrifts perſon , as do infinitely 
tran:cend the capacity of the moſt elevated minds g 
fully to comprehend. Chriſt doth manifeſt (himſelf 
truly to them that love him, yetit is but partly, and thas 
bur alittle part, itis but darkly by the beams of a more 
obicure light, » Cor, 13. 9,10 11,12, For we know in 
part, and propheſie in part ; But when that which perfet# 
« come, then that wchich i in part ſhall be done away: When 1 
was 4a Child 1 ſpak: as chiid, 1underitood as a child, 1 
thought as a child: but when I b:came a man 1 put away 
6bildiſh things : For now we ſec thorow a glaſy darkly, but 
thn Face to Face: Now 1 know in part then 1 ſhall know as 
I am known We Minitters Prophet butio part, wecan- 
te.| you but a little of what chere really is in Chiift, and 
bath we and you know but in part : our conceptions 
ot Chriſts excellencies and our expresfions now . are 
child1ſh, hereafter there wili be a perfe& manifeſtation 
of Chritt, and theo all imperteRions of knowledge will 
be removed. Now you may ſee Chriſt , - but itis 
through a glaſs darkly ; hereafter face to face: Indeed 
it is ſaid , 2 Cor. 3.18, W-all withopen face bcholdmng as 
in a gloſs the Glory of the Lord are chauged, ©e, There 
8a comparative open diſcovery of Chrift now in 
Gofpel times ,, over what there . was under the ; gh ; 
the veil ot Types - and Figures ,.: which covered and 
ia great meaſure bid Chrilt from the view 5 is now- 
removed , our face is00w open from that. yeil, 
but Chyiſts face 'is not fully open , there is glaſs on 

| 6h C. 
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between , our eye and Chrilis face (the glaſs of Ordis 
nances Which though it doth belp us to fee bim , yet it 
keeps us from the cleareſt diſcovery ofbim ) we {ee but 
thorow's glaſs darkly 3 our eyes now need this glals to 
help | 9ur weaknels, and that we may ſee what we da 
ſee; thereisatime coming when we ſhall be above 
theneed and uſe of the Ordinance-glafſes,I mean when 


weſhdl ſee Chriſt face to face, and know him in heaven | 


as weare known by him, 
- . zz, Chriſt doth naw manifeſt himſelf gradually unto 
them tbatlove him, Chriſt dothnot ſhgw at once and 
Scogetber what he means to difcover 
bis Love» but he doth it by degrees, a little at one time, 
and alitteat another time, a little in this Ordinance,.& 
a little in that z now he lets down ſome comfortable 
beargs of the light of his countenance into the ſoul, by 
and by clouds do ariſe and obſcure this light, and dacks 
ne is upon the fpirit ; Sometimes Chriſt opens the 
curtain and looks upon the ſoul, gives gracious ſmiles; 
by and by curtain is drawn , and his face is hid ; now he 
appears, and then he diſappears ; be manifefteth hims 
felt atone time, withdraws bimfelf atanother time,and 
fo leads hispeople on/from one diſcovery of himſelf un- 
to another , until he bringeth them -at laſt unto the ſull 
diſcovery of himſelf in Glocy. 

3. - Chriſt doth manifeſt himſelf moſt ſweetly unto 
them thatLove him-efpecially after long abſence, When 
the ſon} hath been ſeeking and cannot finde bim, wandrs 
| inginthe wilderneſs under amazing fears, perplexing 
| doubts, doleful deſpondencies, tinking and heart-overs 
| whelmiog grief; / after a black night of deep defertions 
Oh bow fweet is the day-ſpring from!on high / Oh how 
comfortable ace the bright beams ofthe morniog light ! 
when he ſhiseth upon theic dark and deſpiſed an hy 

ro 


bimſelf and of | 
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rowful ſpicits, giving them to know affuredly that they 
are the dearly beloved of his Soul , that he hath not for 
gotten them, that he will not forſake them,chat he hath 
a more tender Love unto them -than the mother to her 
ſucking child? Oh the raviſhments of ſpirit ? Ohthe 
tranſports of foul which doatife from hence? O the 
ſongs which are then in their mouths, This is our be-. 


« loved, wehbave waited for him ! this is oor dear Re- 


deemer we have truſted in him ! Tongue cannot ex» 
preſsthe delight, the joy and gladnels of heart, which 


. dotharifſe fromthe manifeſtation of Chriſts preſence 


and love; the joy ef barveſt, the joy of the Bridegrooth 


_ ofthe wedding day, the joy of victory and raking 


great ſpoils, ſpoils from an Enemy, the joy of a poor 
manin finding great treaſures » and the greateſt delight 
which” ever was found in the ſweeteſt ſenſual enjoy- 
ment is not worthy to be compared with the joys and 
—_— of heart, in the manifeſlation of Chritt unto 
the Soul. 


— 


SECTION IV, 


4+ VV Hen doth Chriſt manifeſt himſelf anto 
| thera that love him ? 

i, Sometime Chriſt doth quickly manifeſt himſelf, 
after alittle feeking z ſome young converts have early 
and ſoon diſcoveries of Chrift and his lovez they are 
caſt down for alietle while, and Chriſt ſoon comes unto 
them and lifts them op again : weeping endures but for 
#nipht , and that a ſhort ſummer night, and joy cometh 
early inthe morning : they have the ſpirit of bondage 
who awakeneth them to fear, by and by the Spirit of 
Adoption doth graciouſly viſitthem , and make diſ- 
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| covery*- of their relation to the Father, the love of their | 


Saviour, and ſheddeth abroad the leoſe of his love into 
their bearts. | 

. 2. Sometimes Chriſt is long before he manifeſt hims 
ſelf: itis long before ſome do ſezk Criſt,andit is long 
; befoce fuch do find him : Chriſt waites long to be gra- 
cious unto them, and Chriti doth often make them wait 
long before he manifefteth cothem his loving kindnefles 
yea ſometimes early ſeekers are not early finders; Chralt 
makes ſome wait a Jong time to try their faith and pa: 
tience, their love and obedience, and that be may pre: 
pare them for more than ordinary comforts and ſweets 
neſs which he intendeth co give in the diſcovery of 
bimſelf unto them, 

' 3- Sometimes Chriſl doth ſuddenly manifeſt himſelf 
anto them that lovehim, Gant,6 tz, Orerver 1 was 
aware my Soul made me like th: Charets of Aminadab, or 
ever they are awarethey ſee the Chariots of 1/rae and 
the hocſemen thereof, and the Lord Jeſus doth come 
unto them in the Chariots of Salvation withſuch Glory 


and Luſtre as doth tranſport and amaze them, Somef 


Chriftians that truely love Chriſt, have ſought himin 
this Ordinance, and have not found him, and they 
have ſoughe Chriſt in that Or-dinanee, and: have nat 
found him ; they have been looking and waiting and 
hoping that at this time Chriſt would diſcover himlelf, 
or at thattime he would diſcover himſelf, and (till he 
hath hid himſelf, Qill chey have come off withdiſaps 
-pointment ; this hath been their Grief, this they have 


"complained of before God , and they bave been under 
fears leftthey ſhould never ſee bim , never meet with 
him at all;. hereupon theic Spirit have been ready to 


fail and fipk within chem, and in difcouragement they] - 


haye been ready toſay or think that all cheirlabou 
woul 
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would bein vain ; and yet they have reſolved to ſeek 
bimto their death, and though be ſhould kill chem, ro 
puttheir truſtin-tim: And behold on a ſudden, whet 
s | theyhave had theleaſt expeation, and their hope 
g} Hhatbbeenready to give up the Ghoſt, they have met 
1+ with Chrift, and fourd him whom their Soul loveth : 
it onaſuddenthe Veil of the Temple hath been rent, and 
es} they bave ſeen their beloved in the Hcly of Holies z on 
it | afudden the elouds have fled,their darkneſs hath paſſed 
a+ | aways andthe light hath ſhined : the North. wind of 
e: | trouble bathceated, and the ſweet Southern Gales have 
t} blown upon them ; I mean they have been under ſuch 
of } ſhinings and breathings of che Spirit, that they have 
feen and felt the preſerce of Chriſt ; and ſach aſweet 
elf} ſenſe of bis Love, as bath filled them with Soul-raviſh- 
24 | 'ivg joy. 
or þ Chriſt doth manifeſt himſclt ſeaſonably unto them 
nd} that Lovehim; Though he doth not alwayes manifeſt 
me himſelf whenthey moſt defire, yet he doth manifeſt 
ory} Hitalelf when they bave mofl need; and then they have 
me} molt need when they are moft low, when they are moſt 
nin} Jowin their Spirits, moſt poor ard mean in their own. 
hey} 'eſteem, as well as moſt low in their condition through 
nat} 'Afflition and Trouble z Humility and Patience under 
and} Afﬀlition, doth make way for the Experience of 
elf] -Ebrilts manifeftation 3: Chriſt doth many timesreſerve 
| het his cordials for the fainting fits, and the fweeteſt Conſo- 
ſap]. lations in the diſcoveries of his Love for the time of the 
nave] greateſt Adverſity : eſpecially , when the trouble is for 
ader} his ſake, he is graciouſly preſent : John had his Viſions 
when he was baniſhed for the ſake of Chriſt untothe 
le Patmos. And when all men torſook Paul at his an- 
. ſwer before Nero, theo the Lord came to bimſtood by 
bim and ftrengtbned him, 7 
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in the way of private ordinances , when they ſeek him 
' intheir Families,or in their Cloſets, when they ſpeak of 
:him in conference, or when they think of him in their 
Meditation&Contemplation:ſometimesChriſt doth mz 
nifeſt himſelf unto them that love him in the way ofPus 
blick ordinances, in Publick Prayer or Faſting, in bear- 
ing of theWord,or when they are fealting'/at bis Table, 
eſpecially in this faſt mentioned ordinance Chriſt doth 
frequently manifeſt himſelf unto hisDifciples moR ſweet 
ly: Atthe Lords Table,theLord doth appearzin break: 


:ingof Bread hedifcovers himſelf , as tothe Diſciples} 


Here doth Chriſt manifeſt kimſelf unto 
| Y them thatJove him? Thisis inthe way of 
his crdinances,there he doth walk therebe doth appeat 
unto his people; ſometimes Chriſt doth manifeſt himſelf 


| 


that went to /mmaw; in his Banquetting-heuſe he 
gives them to feaſt on his Love ; There ate many who 


canſay by experience, that if ever they met with Chrilt| 
in their Lives, and in any Ordinanee, they have met] | 
with bim at the Sacrament, there he bath unveiled h| | 
face , there he hath revealed his Love, there hebath} « 


breathed upon them by hisSpirit,there they have found 
and felt the Lord to be near. F 


SECTION VL 


Come now tothe Application : And here that I may 


toPivetoevery one his Portion, I ſhall ſpeak, 1. To 
you that have no love unto Chriſt: z, To yon that have 
ſome Love to Chriſt, but are without theſe Manifeftd- 
tions 3, To you that both love Chriſt, and haveMaoifs 


flations of his love unto you, - £40 
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riſts manifeſtation, &c, 125: 
4 | "Ut, Thetirit Uſe doth eoncern tuchas havenolove 
'| &t all unto Chriſt : Chritt will maniteft bimſelf unto thera 
nto | that love him, this is Childrens bread , and doth not bes 
of | Jongto you, becauſe you donat belong unto Chriſt? 
at! this is a choice and moſtrich Priviledge, but you have 
ſelf| nothing todo withit : Procul ite Profani, Avantall ye 
im | profane ores, all ye unclean ones, all ye ungodly ones , 
x of | all Upbelievers whatſgever, who being wichout Faith , 
ir] arealſo without Love to Chrilt : ſee that you comenot 
n+] beer tolay your unclean hands apon this moſt excellent 
Pu>] Promiſe; never lookfor any diſcovery of Chriſts love un- 
2A-| to.you whileſt you go on in wayes of lin, whileſt you are 
lez| in your Natoral Etcate,. I'believe ſome] of you tay be 
oth] readycoſay , What if Chrift doth not manifeft himſelf unto 
eel} w 2 let tw have our Honours and Dignity, Jet us have our 
al} Waaltband Plenty, let ww bavt our Friend; and Delightt,and 
ples} lot who ill look after thoſe aitry and fanciſull Satiofations 
hel in Chritts Maniſeiations, Sinners , is this your language 
vhoj either of tongue or beart? Let me tell you, one day you 
acit] will ing another tune, - you will be of another one 
me| day you will acknowledge, that allthe happineſs which 
| hy] you !10eagerly purſued in the ſweeteſt creature-enjoys 
zath} ments, was but a Fancy, that it was this, light and aiery 3 
und} that it was vain and empty;when all is fled away and left 
tothing behind but Stings and bitter Grief, but inward 
| Wounds,gripes, and dreads., uponthe ſight of approach 
ing death, and under apprehenſions ' of p_——__ 
Wrath, and eternal torments in Hell. Then what wcu 
may | you givefor an Intereſt in JeſusChriſt,& a well grounds 
'To| edPerſwation of his ſpecial Love unto your Souls? Then 
ave| the manifeſtations of Chriſt will appear to be no aiery 
fts-| thing, andtha nothing beſides this can rationally ſups 
Nife your Souls when you come to the Borders of the 
4 ©, ad to the conknes of Eternity, And let me fur- 
Tel L thet 


| 12s An Appendix concerning * 
ther tell you that have no love to Chritt, that alchough 


Ghriſt whileſt you are ſuch will never manifeſt himkelt: | 


unto you in a way of Love, yet there is a Day coming 
when he will manifelt himſelf unto you, butthis Mani- 
feſtation will be with a Vengeance, it will be ina way of 
molt turious anger; I mean, at the laſt day of Judgement 
when Chriſt will be revealed from Heaven,not onelyto 


 , thoſeqbatlovehim, but alſo to thoſe thathate him, for 


every eye ſhall then fee bim, and he will come in flaming 
fire to take vengeance upon you that havenot obeyed 
this Goſpel-Precept, colove him, The Conſideration of 
this ſhould awaken you to fear and fly from fin, which o- 
ther wiſe will be your ruine and eternal perdition;z and O 
that withall you would. be perfwaded to apply your 
felyes unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, that'you may 
hereby have intereſtio him, and in that great Salvation 
whith he hath purcbaſed for you, & which in the Goſpel 
is freely tendred unto you ! and thisFaith inChrift would 
work love to Chriſt, and pur you in a capacity of theſe 
Manifeſtations of Chriſts love unto your ſouls, 


SECTION VIL 


Uſe 2, * He ſecond Ule concernetb fuch of you as 
have ſome love unto Chriſt,bue are without 
theſe Manifeſlations ; and there aretwo ſorts of ſuch: 


2.Some of you never had theſe Manifeſtations. 2. Some |. 


of you have had thele maniteſtations, but have loſt them. 
. 1, Some of you never had theſe Manifeftations'of 
Chriſts Love It may be you are young & raw Chriſtians 


alittle while ago you were forward Scholars in the | 


ſchool of the Devil, and ſerved divers luſts with all your 
might & reogth ;. the Lord bath lately hedg'd up your 
way 


I 
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a Chriſts manifeſtation ,. &c. T27 
way with thorns, hath opened your eyesto ſee yourling 


' and made you (enlible of your danger , but as yet your 


eyes are not open as to any comfortable light of. yourSas 
vigur:IndeedC hilt hath been revealed unto you as able 
and willing to fave you, and you have been drawn by 
the Ward and Spirit totake hold-on him, aad togiveup 
your felves-unto him z but- as yet you are in the dark as 
co your Spiritual Eſtate 3. you are under dogbts & fears 
of unſoundneſs and rottenneſs at heart, that you are Hy» 
pocrites, and ſhall fall away, as other Profeſſors like your 
telves have done; youfear you ſhall one day periſh by 
the hand of Sau! , thatthe Devil - and your own Luſts 
will be. too hard for you,and prevail ſo far with yowasto 
pull you back ioto wayesof Sin, and thereby to pull you 
down intothe bottomleſs Pie of Hell ;- This eauſeth a 
dread upon your (pirits ,- and feartull apprebenfions of 
Gods wrath and futuce vengeance: thisfetcheth many a 
jad and heavy figh from your breaſts, many a briniſh tear 
from your eyes you are troubled, bowed down greatly, 
and go murning all the day: Yet you arereſolved to give 
your attendance ſtil] unte Ordinances, and:there to wait 
uponthe Lord, and for the Lord; you are reſolved. nots 
withftanding all diſcouragements, that you wall be the 
Lords, though you know not whether he:be yours; you 
ace reſolved that Chriſt ſhall have your hearts ,, and you 
will venture your ſouls upon him, though you know not 
whether you are accepted by him. This may be a Uſe 


- of Encouragement unto you ; certainly youare ſach as 


love Ctxift,. and are beloved by Chcift, and Chriſt wil 
maniteſt himſelf unto ſuch as have ſach Love 3 let me 
tell you, . that Chriſtisnot far from you , whatever you 
may apprehend, though he be gue of your fight, yet 

gu are not out ofhis, higeye' isupon you, and 

is heart is towards you he beacs all your __ , 
; z AT 


% 
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he ſees all your tears. he pities you , and ſympathizeth | 


with youin all your Griets; heloves you,andere long 
will let you know it : he is'now preparing you foc fweet 
diſcoveries ' of himſelf, | and ere long he will give you 
thoſe diſcoveries; If you follow on to ſeek him, be will 
cettainly and may luddenly be found of you : And who 
knows -batthrs may be the time of Chritts mar _— 
his Love *' It may be whileſt you are Reading this Dil- 
courſe, you may have a glimpſe of his face, and hear his 
Voice 'aying ahito you, BY of good cheer, your fins are fors 
$10e# you. 

heact that is caſt down ; \Look upthen deje&ed Soul, 
thy Saviour is before thee » open thine eyes andlook 
look withthe Eye of Faith, canti thou not fee a mar« 
vellous Beauty in his conntenance ?- doſt thou not per- 
ceive ſome' tmiles in his Fate » ſome froiles -upon thy 
Soul ? Doſtchounotfeel his Spirit ſweetly "breathing 
upon thive heart, perſwading thee, and giving thee a 
ſweet fenſe of Thritts pecoliar Love unto- thee? Dot 
thou not perceive ſome inward knockings' .atthe door 


of thine heart, and hear ſome inward calling s?Dpen 10 i, | © 


and | will com: in #nd ſup with thee, This igthe Voice of 


th Beloved; make haſte and open to him, open all the | 


Faculties of thy Soul, lifeyp: the everlaſting Gates to 
this King of Glory; fend forththe handmaids of thy De* 
uresto invite the Lord in, let "thy Faith" take hold of 
him and uſher him into thy ſoul andthet) embrace bim 
inch: Arms of thy deareſt Love', and give bim foch env 
tectainment thache may abide with thee for ever. 

2, There ars others of you have had ſome tnanifeſta- 
tions of Chrift .unto you- formerly,' but you have loſt 
mhem: your beloved hath withdrawn himfelf 'and'iis 
gone, yourall'and he pgivechno anſwer, you feek him, 
but you canDortind him, Time hath been mw 

or 


| 
[ 


iftupthe handsthar hang down , life up the | 
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Chrifts manifeſtation, &c, F29 
Lord was preſent, and gave youGracious vilits frequent 
ly, many a ſecret ſmile you bave ſeen in hjs face , many a 
comtactable word you bave bad from hizmouth, man 
alove-token you have received at his hand : Time bat 
been when you had your evidences written ont fairand 
clean, withthe Seal of the Spirit ſet unto them , and how 
excecedipgly did you then rejoice in the ſenle of Chriſlg 
love # how did you feaſt your elves upon his rich ens 
tertainment of Goſpel priviledges whichthrough him 
you were inveſted withal ? And O the admirings which, 
then you had of free Grace ? O the ſweet meltings © 
heart in the kindly ſen e offin! O the enlargements 0 
delice which you bad in your Prayers ! O the burning? 
of loveto Chrift which you have often felt in your bo* 
ſomes ! O chelively hopes which you had, and ineffabl® 
:lightin bope ot the Glory of God ! But now there is ® 
ficange decay within you of Grace, and Alteration as if 
you were not the ſame Men and Women as you wer® 
fore, You have withdrawn your ſelves from Chriſt # 
and he hath withdrawn bimſelt trom your Souls: you 


| bavelet down your watch, and the Devil hath got ade 


vantage againſt you by his devices, he hath wateb<d his © 


Opportunity and entangled you in the ſnares of fomg 


bas; whilit you have heedlefly gone cothe urmalt con - 
hoes of duty, and been upon the borders of lin.the D:vil 
hath ſe..e forth a (quad: on of temptations. not with fiery 
darts, but with (lken cards, which have treated and 
parlyed with you to entice and perſwade tago alittle 
tucther, they have told you what pleaſant fruit doth 
grow within thoſe borders moſt ſweet and delicious ra 
the taſte ; that there ace Silver and Golden Mines which 
you might quickly dig up , and find precious ſubſtances 
that there you might have honour and eſteem; and what 
would you turn yaur mo apon all theſe # would pw 
3 _ 


T36 An Appendix concerning | 
- lonice atd fri as not:todeſpenſe with a little duty 
as not to ſtep -over the hedge alittle way , where the 


delights and advantage would be ſo great, - Andif you | 


have heſitated, they have told you: that it was very diſs 
putable, whether the confines of duty did not reach be- 
yondthe place which they would bring you unto , pro- 
wn—m—rmg. the example of others of the ſame Religious 

rofelſion, that have frequently gone fo far, &&whby ſhould 
you ſcruple:or if it were a tranſgrellion it was but alittle 
tranſgrelſiov, :they would not delire you to go far, and 


whois there that lives & doth not tranſgrefſe thoſe | 


bounds? & you might ealily repent and find mr-rey if 


God were offended : you might quickly retire &ceturn | 


into your former limits : then whilR you have been par. 
lying with temptations,the (ilken cords have been falins 
ed about'you, & -ere you have been aware you have 
been drawn along,partly willing and partly vnwilliug,& 
enticed unto ſome kind of tins, and complyed with ſome 
kind of luſts , indulging your ſelves to give them fatisfas 
&ion,whereby you have been beguil'd, and betoul'd , 
whereby you have been ſecretly wounded . & inwardly 
defiled : & thus your evidences for Heaven baye been 


miſerably blotted , ſo thatnow you are not able to read | 


them, Time hath been when worldly AﬀeRions ſeemed 
to be mortified within you,to be dead & buried, many 
a ſore thraſt and wound you had given untothem , and 
how didthey bleed and faint, and grew ſo weak that 
theyſeemed to begiving up the Ghoſt, and yon bave 
thoughe furely they would never flir much in vou any 
more: and chen your love to Chriſt wasſtrong & attive, 
.it did burn and flame within you, and O the z:al which 
=_ then had for your Maſters bonour» & you leemed to 


ave nointereſt to carry on in the world but the intereſt. 


of Chriſt, & you minded not your own things. upon your 


—_—— 


ewn account, but all your interelts were ſwallowed up 
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Chriſts manfefation , ec, 127 
in the intereſt of Jelug Chriſt, which you cbiefly minded 
and cared for, and made every thing elſe to truckle uns 
derit, andeo be ſubſervient unto it ; but now your affe- 


' Rionsto Chrilt are ſtrangely cooled; if there be the fire 


of love to Chriſt ſtill within you, it is not fire in burning 
coals, or in a vehement flame, but it is a fire in a few ſcat- 
tered ſparks , and thoſe raked over that they give neither 
lighe nor heat, and are hardly, if at all, difcernable by 
you, . and your worldly Aﬀections which ſeem'd to be 
dead, they bave gotten Spirit and Lite and Vigour, and 
$trengeh: O the eager debre which you have after the 


' world; andthe things inthe world , and theſe accompa'- 


pied with eager proſecution of the world now the world 
hath your thoughts 1n contrivements about it, and the 
warld hath your tongues in your moſt frequent diſcourſe 
of it,now the world hath your hand and your time, but 
that which is worſt of all.the world hath your heart too, 
the world hath juſtled Chriſt off of his Throne & for the 
eſent doth uſurp bis ſeat. And is it then a wonder if your 
eloved be offended that you ſhould thus decline inyour 
love, that your hearts ſhould go a whoring from him uns. 


tothe - Creature, in your giving thoſe affeCtions unta 
| any thingyrin the world which ace his due? Hence it is 


that Chciſt hath ſhut up his countenance from you , or it 
he looks, it is with frownos upon you;you have loſt your 
firſt love,and you have loſt your ficſt tights,and your firſt 
taſtes ofthe Love of Chriſtz now your ſpiritual joys 
andcomforts arefled qut of fight, they ace loſt and 
gone, and the bare remembrance ofthem only doch 
remain, and whatever delights you have they ace 
only ſachas come in at the door of ſenſe, you have none 
at all thatcomein atthe door of faith , and your ſens 
ſua] delighes have expelled and baniſh:d your ſpiri- 
tuall ; . now the cich , Ga pel/Piiviledges have 

"oF t a3. 


x32 An eAppendix concerning 
not that favoyr and tweet reliſh with you as beretofore 

our minding and favouring fo much the Earth &Facths 

y things ,' hath d:freliſhed your fpiritual appetite, Qthe 
miſchiet which indulged fin hath done ynto you ! O the 
unfelt wounds , but ſo mychthe more deep and dange: 
rous, Whichtin hath giyen you f Qthe defilements of 
Gnin your Conſfiences, andthe tains and blots which 
fin hath cal} apon your profellion , Oche havoek which 
ſin hath made among your graces , - and arpongit your 
eomforts, Leaves you have jill of an Qutward proteſ- 
fon, but where is your fryitto be found ? If you bave 
fome fruit, is it not withered fryit, ſour and ill: relliſhed, 


in your Jouriſhing eſtate ? Surely the Lard js at a great 
difjance from loch 


= and prieve and mourn, toturn your lagghter ing 
ee 
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Chrifts manifeſtation ><. 133 


ſucking,” and mingling gall ' in the cup of your pleaſures 
-which ypu have been drinking 3 and you have begunto 


think of your evil wayes, and teen! what an eyiltbing and 


bitter -it is to backſide from the Lord ; and you bave - | 


thought it was beit with you when you were neareft 
pnto Chr.ſt Jemay be God hath dealt with you as he 
tellerh his dackfliding people he would do with them, 
Hoſt 6,75. Bebold 1 will bedge up thy way withthorns,' and 
mak: a wall that jbe /! all not Hu ber paths ; Jind ſhe ſhall 
follow after ber Lovers , but ſhe ſhall not overtake them, and 
ſhe ſhall ſeek them, hut ſhe ſhall not finde them 3 Then ſhall foe 


fay, 1 will go and return to my fir ft huband, fortb:n it wwas 


$etter with methan now, And now you are ſeekirgafter 
your Beloved, but he bath withdrawn bimſelt from you, 
and ſeems tq take no notice of you; you call and cry, & 
bgh and weep, and lament, and gomplain. and ſeek, and 
wait, and yet he withholds from you all ſpecial diſco- 
yeries of bis Love : Poſlibly doubts may hence arife , 
and fcars grow upon your fpi:tts, and you are ready to 
link, and lometimes are almoſt overwhelmed with in- 
ward trouble, L-tthis Do&rine be an encouragement 
to you ſbll ro ſeek diligently and wait patiently, for the 
Lord will mavifeſt himſelf again untoyou in his own 
time whichis the beli tme: He may try yoo fer a while 
whether you will f.llow himin the dark , he may Fer 
you to wait ſome time for him , who have made him to 
wait ſo longtime for you; But if you perfevere toſcek 
him diligently in his wayes, you ſhall ande that it will 
not bein vain And what would you lay.ye baekiliding 
ſoyls, if the Lord ſhould manifett himfelt unto you ax 
this time ? would you not abuſe his kindnefolif te fliould 
diſcover his Loveto you again z would you not grow 
wanton andcarnally fecore ? if he ſhould now renew 


your evidences and give them fair written , and eafieto-.._| 


Is 


% 


. 
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/be read by you, would you}. not blotthem: again by 
:your livs ? if he ſhould now ſpeak peace unto yourCon- 
4ciences, would you not again retocn unto tolly ? Ifhe 
ſhould naw reſtore unto you the joyes of bis ſalvation, 
and tend down the Holy Ghoſt from Heaven to come 
unto you, to be your comtorter and te dwell with you, 


would you not grievandquench the Spirit ayd provoke 


_—_— 


him toanother retirement , and more dreadful with- 


-drawings than before ? It may be the Lord will try you: 
it may be the Lord may draw near and make ſome 
diſcovery of himſelf, and diſcovery of his Love uato 
,yous it may be the Lord may look kindly now upon 
you, and ſecretly by his Spiric ſpeak kindly unto you; 
you are now looking and longing and hopingzand wait» 
40g, poslibly this may be thetime ot your ſeeing his 
face, and the (miles that are there, of your feeling the 
tweet ſheddings abroad of his Love into your hearts by 
his Spicit , at leaſt be may give you a glimpſe, a glance, 
altteraſte , ſuch as ſhall caviſh your hearts. However 
waitfor him, and with earneſt deiires and importunate 
requeſts, plead with him for his returns, and theſe ma- 
niteflations, and thatin ſuch kinde of Language as this x 
Come Lord Feſus, come quickly » mlake hafle O my beloved, 
maks haile to my ſoul that rhir$1cth for the, as the parcbed 


. land after the ſweet ſhowers that fall from heaven, as th: hunt- 


ed Hard after the cooling an4 refreſhing flreams oft he waters 
brooks, 0 wh:nhhall I drink of th ſc waters of Life which 
thou hail togive, wh) art 1h: /ountain and ſpring! Jrom 
Whence they flow > when ſhall 1 tafls again how good; thou 
art ? oben jhall 1 ſoc thee again , and feed, and feaſt my ſoul 
egainwithihy lov: ? when Lord , O when wilt thou come un- 
to me ? 4rilt thou cafl ff for ever > wilt thou be: favourable 
#1o.more ? -haſl thou in anger ſhut up thy bowels ? ſhall thu 
loud ai'4\cs fit ypn thy brow ? ſhall this curtary maey 
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Chrifts manifefation', &c. 135 
be drawn before thy jac: ? Truth Lord , 1 have grievouſly fits 
ed, and greatly offended thee; but have ] not , dol not truly 
repent > is there any thing in the world ſo grievous unto me as 
the remembrance of my miſcari-g:s? 1 acknowl:dge my ofs 


fence, my jolly and horrid ingratitude; but ſhall my ſins b: 


alaayes a wall of ſeparation between me and my beloved? 
are nit thy bowels tender 2 are not thy mercies plentiful? # 
there not forgiveneſs with thee that thou mayeſt be feared 


ard the more dearly b:loved ? deſk thou not forgive freely 


without upbraiding ? haſt thou not promiſed to be found of 
all th:m that diligently ſeek thee d and didfl thou ever 


foil in thy word unto any ? and ſhall 1be the firfl} are 
' wit the deſires of my Soul afterthce, and that chiefly , and 


that Earneſily > 1s there not dearth and drought in all things 
beneath thy ſelf, nothing that can give me ſatufaftion ? 
have 1 not renounced the WWorld for my Portion? Thos 
mightefi ſend me to th: World jorhelp and comfort , to 
the-Vaorld which I have over earneſtly d:fired and loved , 
and overeeagerly ſought for contemtment andhappineſs in 3 
But wrhbis: thy wont , and thy way, and th: manner of thy 
dealing ' with then that are grieved for their Sin , and 
aſhamed of their Folly ? Haſt thu not promiſed to mani - 
Ft thy ſelf unto th:m that love thee? and do not 1lowk 
thee ? doſt nxt thou who knyweſt all things, know that 1 
love thee ? though my Le beimperfe fl, yet u it mottrut ? 
though it be weak, yet uit not ſincere ? elſe whence are 
th:ſe deſires after Thee above all Perſons and Things mm 
the World? are not th-ſ: the produft of trus Love? and 
wilt thou". not make good thy Promiff then, to manifeſt thy 


| ſelf unto m:} and if1lhbad the Manifeſtations af thy 


Love, would nt my love grow and encreaſe h:reby ? 
"Should 1 not love the mar? dearly and ſtronvly, if 1 


bad el:ar diſcoveries , and were prrſwided aſſuredly of 
| » thy | 


- 
£ 
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_ jove untg me 5 Truth Lord, 1 am pw, unworthy of 
' ſuch 8 favour , but didſt thou ever beflaw this favour upon 
any for th:ir d:ſerts } are not all thy Gifts firce ? and am no 
4 a5 capable ar any of Free grace ? th: more unworthy the more 
4 ſhall admire theg ; the mare u forgiven | ſpall love the more z 
Find may 1 not n:w0 have atafit of thy loving kindnejs) Has | 
ften my Beloved, O baflen unto me , and b; as @ Roc upon the 
M: aunt ans of Spices) Do not v:il thy face from me any lon» 
ger, do nat conceal thy love, but now, 0 now draw near, and 
make mc excecding glad in the light of thy Countecnance.and 1 
the beauty of thy Face, and ſmiles thereof, Such delires and 
pleadings as theſe mighc prevail wich the Lord forth - 
 Wicht@ return again anto you, and to fay, FU Soul, 
haze heard thy Prayer thy breathing, and thy cry; thy pleadings 
hate prevailed with me, and 1 am now come unto thee, and be 
it tath c according i thy Deſires z Come Soul, and Lok ap , 
lift upthin: eyes, and ſec, Hire 1 am, Bhold me, Bchold me j 
Thu J-y 1 ay came tobring glad tydings of great Foy wnta 
1h:c, 1 4ſure thee, that Þ am thine, and all mine wthine, and 
$bcu art ming and ſhalt be mine jercvcr, And what words 
can found ſoſweet and yicld ſuch comfort, as theſe or 
ſuch like, ſpoken by the Spirit unto the hearts of thoſe 
frm whom Chriſt is withdrawn ? 


———_— a Ee <—_— 
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Tll3, T He third Uſe doth concern you, that do 
love Chriſt, and have the Manifeſtations of 
his Love to your Souls; Three things be exhorred un- 
tQ51,Rejoyce inthe Lord. 2. Admire his Free Grace, 

- - 3, Labour to retain theſe Manifeſtations, 

1. You thathave the Manifeflations of the Love of 
Chiitt, Rejoycein che Lord : of all Perſons in the world,. 
yy baye moit reaſon torejozce, you are the happielt 

men 


— 
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men and wemen alive. / It is not Wealth in the greateſt 
abundance which can make men happy, the richeit Per» 
ſons have often thorns 'ot the greateſt di'content to 
pierce their hearts, and Stings ofthe greateſt guilt ro 
wound their Conſciences; Itisnot the higheſt Honour 
and worldly Dignity which can make men happy; the 
vileſt men are often exalted, and thoſe that are in the 
Higheli places, arein the moſt flippery places, from 
Whence they ace ſoon caſt down intodeſtrattion , and 
whatever fecurity they have in Life, yet they are uſas 
ally conſumed utterly with Terrours when grim Death 
doth appear and ſummon them rodepart, Itisnotthe 
ſweeteft ſenſual Delight which can make men happy : 
Vanity is the Attendant, and Vexation of Spirit is the 
Conſequent of all thoſe pleaſores that are ſenſual & ſins 
full, which are the feed alfoof Pain andEverſaſting tor- 
ment: Such onely can be faid to be bappy in truth, as 
are really united ardcelated unta Jeſus Chrift, and - 
—_—_ him reconciled unto' God, and entituled nnto 
the Kingdom of Heaven ; but you are the moſt happy , 
and havereaſon to take the molt camfort, who have not 
onely Relaffon unto Chriſt, but alſo the Manifeftations 
of him © who ktrow that Chriſtis yours.and you are hisz 
that Chrifffoveth you,and that bis Love: as it had no be- 
ginning Jo i is without changing.and will krow no end- 
ing Ifyau know that Chrilt loveth-you-you have reas 
ſon to rejoyce » becauſe hereby you may know aFuredly 
that youare EleQed » that God by an eterral and un- 
changeable Decree hath choſen you when he hath cho- 
ſen ſo few of fallen Men, and none of the fallen Angels , 
avd when there was not the leaft foreſeen Motive fo ins 
| duce him hereunto; the aſſurance of this may vield un- 
expreſſibte ſweerneſs nero yo. If you know that Chriſt | 
lovethi you, you may know aſſucedly your effectual oe "if 
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lug, Converſion , aud wonderfull Vajon unto Chriſt : 
and O what matcer of Joy is it to. think > how God hath 
called you out of Darkneſs into his marvellous Light ! 
how be hath delivered you out of the Snare of the Des 
vil, and thebonds of your own Lufts-, and ſet your 
Souls at liberty ! how be hath wrought a Miraclz in 
your firſt Reſurrection from the Graye and ſpiritual 
death of Sin, and put forth the ſamepower in your 
New Creation & change of your Natures y. as'in his ficl 
Creation of the World ! how he hath diſſolved & mace 
a divorce between yuur hearts ard your livs , and fa 
wonderfully United and efpouled you unto the Lord 
Jeſus, and by this Conjuation and Relation given. you 
an Intereſt in all the Priviledges which Chriit hath pur- 
chaſed, If you know that Chriſt doth love you, you 
may know afſuredly that you are jullified through his 
M=rits and Mediation, and O what matter of Joy is 
this, to think that all your (ins Original and Aﬀtual, are 
pardoned, that none can-lay any tin to-your charge , 
becauſe|God hath juſtified you ! that there isnone that 
ſhall condemn you, becauſe Chriſt hath loved you, and 
out of Love hath dyed for you, and is now making In, 
tercesſion for you atthe right hand of Gad, Rom,8 33,34 
to be acquitted from all Guilt, and no more lyable uota, 
future wrath than if you had never offended; and when. 
you had no Righteouſneſs of your own, to be accepted 
2s perfetly Righteous in the light of God» through the 
Impuration of Chrilts perfet Righteouſnelsf Who 
have reaſon to rejoyce , if you have not reaſon? If yoy 
know that Chriſt loveth you, you may aſſuredly ſay , 


that you are the Sons and Daughters of the Lord Al. 


mightyz and will you not rejoyce, when of Childreo 


ofthe Dzvil, Children of Diſobedience, Children of | - 


Wrath, 


Chri&s manifeſtation, &+: - 
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' Wrath, you are made the Children of God,the Glerious 


Jehdvah, thatis theſupream Sovereign and King of 


| the whole. World,'and when you havenot an empty: 


Name onely, butare intituled to all the Priviledges ot- 
his Children? It you know that Chrift doth love you , 
you may know afluredly that he will keep alive his 10+ 
tereſt in you, preſerve his Grace in your hearts, ard 
enable you to-pecſevere in Faich and Holineſs yot- 
withſtanding | alf the alluring Temptations which you 
may meet withall in the World, notwithſtanding all the 
ſuggeſtions and oppoſitions of Satban,and notwithſiands 
ing all thepowerfull workings -of your remaining luſts 
& corruptions,all which do combinetogether,and uſe alt |} 
their power and policy ( whichis great) toextirpate © | 


| your Grace,todraw you unto fitfoentice cr force you 


out of the wayes of God : and O what matter of com- 
fort is it, thatthe Lord Jeſus wholoveth you z bath un- 


' Qertakenfor-you, to keep you in bis hand,and by his uns 


ſeen but mightypower to enableyoutorefiſt &cover- 
come,to hold on bis wayes, -and hold out unto the end, 
fo that you 'may trivmph with the Apolile, and ſay, 
as Row, $: 35,39, HWbo hot ſeparate u from the love of 


_ Chrift ? ſhalltribulation, or diflreſ3 ov perſecution, or famine, 


or nakegurſr, or ' perit; or ſword? + Nay, in all theſe 
things we are more than conguerours thygugh bim that loved 


' ww, ' And+ you may be perſwaded as Pau) was, and 


greatly rejoyce therein, that; 88v.38,39 Nunher 
death, nor lift, nor Angels nor Principalities, ner Powers, 
mor things preſent, nor things ' tocome, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other Creature ſhall be able to ſeparate you 
fromthe love of God which u in Chriſt Jeſus your Lord, 


If you know that Chriſt @vth love 'you , you may 
| *know* aſſuredly - that your Prayers have audience 


with 
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mixtures they bave, yet thatthey ace mingled with che. 


ſwect Incenſe of Chrilts Merits, through which theyre 


perfamed and accepted; and what eomfort is this, that 
whatever you ask ofthe Father in che Name of your 


dear Lord Jeſus, ifit be .for his Glocy-and your goad , | 
he will certainly procure it for you. To conelude , If 


you know that Chrilt doth love you , you may know 
aſſucedly that you are Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and that as certainly as you ate alive, you ſhall attain e- 
ternal Felicity in the Beatifical Vition and Fruition of 
your Lord ; as certainly as you have the firſt Fruits, fo 
certainly ſhall you have the Harveſt; as certaivly as you 


L 


bave the Earneſt, ſacectainly ſhall you bave the Inhberj- 


tance as certainly as you ſee Chriſt by Faith here, ſo 


with God, that whatever imperte&:ons and ſinful ;* 


certainly hall you have «he Bzatifical Vition of his Pere 
ſon and Glory in Heaven, and be made perteQly happy * 


inthe eternal and full Enjoyment of bim : O how ſhould 
youthen rejoyce inthe 'Lord, rejayce in his Perſon,re- 
joyce in his Love, rejoyce in his Benefits » cejoyce in 
what you have, and rejoycein what you bope tohave by 
him ,cejoyce in what you ſee now, and feel vow, & taſte 
now; and rejoyce inthe forebghts and foretaſtes of your 
Happineſs to come, Rejoyee in the Lord akwayes , and a 


gain I ſay rejoyce, 


2. If you have Manifeftations of Chriſts. Love unto' 
you, Admire his Free Grace in theſe Manifeſtations; as 


Job.14.22 when Chrilt had promiſed to manifeſt him- 


telf anto ſuch as love him, Judas (not 1{carior, He was * 


'the Traytor, and had no true love to his Maſter , but 
FTudas the Brother of James) ſaithto him, Lord bawwie 


t that thou wilt manifeſt rhy ſelf unto uw, and not unto the | 
Werld 1 This Qneftion is not a Queftion of Enquiry cons | 
| carring. 


: p 
I 


& 


iſts manifeſtation »&c, 14t 3 
cerning the Way and Manner how Chrift would mani- 


 fefthimſelfuntothem, but ivis a Queſtion of admiration 


. 


| \ 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


mr ——— ſenddown _ | 


 kbis-Faine, he ſhould manifeſt himſelf anzo you, who for 


| | 


concerning the Thing : Ti -y4yoriy {74 rWiv prAANEs tut - 
peviluy rrnſliy, Whatisdone? or Whatiscometo 
paſs? How isit ? or Whence is it } His Queſtion did 
not expe an Anſwer, neither do we find anyto it, bac 
onely expreſſed bis Wander - that Chritſhavid maoiteſt 


\ -bimſelf unto them, And how ſhould you wonder then 


that the Lord Jeſus ſhould mavifelt bimſelb unto you ! 
'Thatthe Lord Jeſus, .whoſe Name is Wonderfall , ard 
hath fo many Wonders io bir; aPerſorratſogreat Emi, 
nency avd Excellency, whohath fuch aCrown efGlory. 
apon his Head, ſuch Robes of Glory upon lis'Barck, and 
on the Veſtoce. of his Garment and his Thigh a-Name 
written, © Aing 'of Kings, and Lord of Lords : (that this 
moſK excellent Perſan ſhould manifeſt himſelf anta You, 
ſuch as You, when be conceals himſelf fromthe greas 
teſt Princes of the Earth» who by their Intereſt, Autho.. 
rity and Influence might that biphly pramote tbis Glory , 
he ſhould maniteſt himfe}f unta You ,. whe Fer the moſt 
are low and mean; peer and deſpiſed in the Wor 

that when be hideth himſelf from moſt of the Wiſe an 
'Pradeve; and great Scholars io the worlds: who By theic _ 
'Parts and:Learning might magnifie bis Name , & fpread 


the moſt partare perſons of mean parts: add Education z 
that when Cheiſt bjideth Himſelf fram many Moralifts ; 
who haveeſcaped/ thegroſſer Pollutions -which are in 
the World, he fheuld reveal and manifeſt bimſelf ants 
yoo, fome of whom- befote Converſion were notoris 
ouſly.guilty of meſt foul fines that when Chrift' manls 
fefteth himſelf untoſo Few ; that you ſhoald be in the 
Nutaber of thoſe Few.: how many wenders arebere! 
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Glorions Perſon; 1 mean the Holy Ghottfrom Heaven , 
(which ismore than if be had ſent down all the Glorious: 
Angels which are in Heaven ) to make this Diſcovery 
ofhimſelf nnto youz That be ſhould make ule - of the 
Fooliſhriefle of Preaching as a Means to effe& this great 
thing, that while a man of like paifions and infirmities 
with your felves is opening and applying the Scriptures, 
the Lord by this means ſhould unveil himſelf and open 
the treaſures ofhis Love utitoyou : that your humble 
fervent andbelieving prayers:. here on: Earth ſhould aſ- 
cendup tothethrone of God thatis in Heaven, & move 


theLordJeſas chat is thereto come down thence;though # 


not ini perſon; yet by:his Spirit ; that prayer ſhould open 


-heavens gate, and haveſach a'prevalency for this mani. Þ: 


feſtation ' and "diſcovery '-of Chriſt; though the beſt 


prayers of the -bett men arenot without mixture of fin : 


that whilt you are fitting - at the Lords table, :the Lord 


. bimfelf ſhould giveyou a viſit, and whilſt you are eating 
\ bread and wine at the Sacrament, he ſhould give you to 


ſee and feel andcaſte himtelf and bis Love by your ſpirit= FF 
'nal ſenſes, © Je was wonderful: humiliation. in-Chriſt 
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that when he could. have commanded the moſt, fiately -F 


Horfes, | yea Lions, Elephants, .or Uoicornsy heſhoald 
ride to Jeruſalem: uponran Aſs, and when Chriftthath 

the Chariory cofſo many. thouſand glorious Anpels,. 
which he canld command &'cide triumphantly in, when 
he makes diſcovery of himſelf unto his people , that he 
fhould make uſe of the Chariots of ſo mean Ordinances | 

in the diſcovery':ofhimſelf unto you 5 how many won- | 
ders are hete 2 how ſhould: you admire his wonderful 
Grace and Love, and ſayy what is man that thou art thus 


mindful of bim, or any of the ſons of men , that thin fouls H 


thus viſit them ? That are we untrorthy furetches » and Thy 


frontal tow manifeſt hy ſelf unto us } even ſo dear Fefur tea gh 


kn Þ 


canſe ; 
_ 


[ cauſe it ſeeme2 goodin thy ſight ; eſpecially you havereaſon 
- to wonder and admire at the maniteftatioos which Chriſt 


” 


| 
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bath given of himſelf and love to you » when you confi» 
der theexcellency of theſe maniteftations and diſcoves 
ries, beyond all other diſcoveries, It you bave ſeen the 
moſ care works of Art and Human Invention, the moſt 


_ curious PiQtures, the moſi ſtately Edifices , or any other 
. works of the moſt ingenious contrivement: If you have 


viewed the works of nature which do far exceed thoſe 


* of Art, the beautiful frame of the Heavens over your 
| heads, and the glorious Luminaries of Sun, Moon, and 
& Stars, in their wonderful light and motion:the Earth un- 


der your feet when it hath got on its beſt attire; when 


F: the fields are clothed with graſs in the Spring,or enrich- 


ed with corn in the ſummer; If you. have ſeen the 


: Þ moſt pleaſant Brooks and Streams, and Fountains of 


and broad 


water, the moſi ſtately Groves with lofty 


' ſhadowing Trees: the moſt flouriſhing Orchards, moſl 
| 'richly laden with variety of the moſt delicious frait: the 
- -moſt delightfull Gardens with variety: of the choiſeſt 


Flowers calting-focth the moſt fragrant ſmellz If you 


F-bave ſeen all ſorts of Birds, and fowls' in the Airy All 
. ſorts of Beaſts on the Earth, All forts of6ſh in the-Sea ; 
-It-you have ſeen the moſt goodly men that ever were 
' . born; the faireſt women, with the meſt ſparkling beauty: 
"What isthe fight of all theſe things ,- & the moſtlovely 


objeRs that ever were viſible” tothe eye of the bedy ? 
the ight of all is but mean and contemptible- and nos 
worthy to be named in compariſon with the ſight of the 
Lord Jeſos by the eye of the Soul ; Whatever beanty'8: 


Jovelineſs there is to be found in any, grin all vicible 


Creatures z there is infinitely more beauty and lovelineſs 


' in Jeſas Chriſt: all viſible beantyis but a ſhadow.inChrift 
here is ſubſtantial betuty : __ beauty is fading}, 
$3 2 


like 
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likethe flower that ſooo withereth, like the leaf chat 
ſes fadeth, burin Chril there is permanent beauty; all 
| vitble beauty is inferiour and mean,yea.deformity coms 
| | - pared with Chrifis tranſcendentlovelineſs, There isno 
| 


Fo a I .4,1 
- 4 
>» gt a. CT. 
" 0 | - | 
FI 44 : en 
ad 4.4 

— 
. 


OE 


diſcovery totheeye of the mind comparable te the dif- 
coreryof Chrift unto the eye of Faith z the light of Na- 
tore in the greateſt improvement of it, is but a weak & | 
dim light in watens with the ſpiritual light of the | 
of Chriſt; ne light fo clear and bright, no þ 
bght fo pure & ſweet, as that which makes diſcavery of | 
the Lord Jeſus unto the Soul, This diſcovery of Chriſt 
deth difpel clouds from the Mind, and exhale luſts from 
| | the Heact: it doth brighten the underſtanding & cleanſe þ 
| 


the Aﬀe@ions;z itdoth warm the Heart withlove, and i 
Giltthe Heart with comfort : it quiets the Conſcience & | 
thes it; it gives a moſt ſweet peace & tranquillity ta 
irit, and withall brings in (uch ſpiritual jey,as is un- F 
able and full of Glory. O how then ſhould you ad- | 
mite the Riches of the Grace , and Kindneſs of the Lord - 
|. Jeſus Chriſt unto you ! that he ſhould give unto youthis |; 
'. | diſcovery ofhimfelfywhen the diſcovery is ſo admirable, 
| fo excellent; ſo defirable, fo afeful , and which doth life 
you upinto-a far higher degree of excellency,than the o- | 
therwife meſtaccompliſht perſons in the world, thatare þ- 
without this diſcovery. | | 
z4ly. To conclude, If you have theſe manifeſtations of } 
Chriſt and his lave unto you, labor to retain theſe mani-. } 
feſtations. Inaword:take beed of indulging your ſelves | 
in any ſivs, which may provoke him to depart from you, | 
and withdraw the ſweet and comfortable iafluences of 
his $pirit, and be diligent in the uſe of all means and or- | 
- dinancesy publick,private & ſecret, whereby you may 
: -* © "maintain daily Communion and Fellowſhip 


E | .. withhim 
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